ST. THOMAS’S PARISH WORLD WAR I MEMORIAL CROSS

Research Notes
The following are unedited extracts from the research notes, e-mails and other materials carried out by Tim Backhouse and Cynthia Sherwood and are provided for information only.
Sources
From Cynthia to Tim

Ancestry.com

Used to read the Census returns from 1971 - 1901.

Probably the most frequently used to find local families.

 

findmypast.com 

This used to be called 1837online.com.

Used to discover mainly births and sometimes marriages.

Military Records - only the army - but often gave :-

                place of birth

                where enlisted

                town of residence.

Passenger lists: looking for Canada

British Army - WW1 - Pensioners.

        - - - - - - 

Commonwealth War Graves Commision.

You know all about this one.

         - - - - - - 

Parish magazines  -St. Thomas' Church

Mainly 1914 - 1920?

        - - - - - -

National Register of the Great War.

Portsmouth area

        - - - - -

Portmouth in the Great War.

        - - - - - -

Electoral Roll - St. Thomas' Parish

About 1912?

        - - - - - -

Portsmouth Rate Books.

        - - - - - -

Kelly's Directories

Just before and after war.

        - - - - - 

Evening News

obits. 1814 - 1919

        - - - - -

Overseas WW1 death certificates.   I cannot find their site

but the address will be on the certificates that I received.

        - - - - -

Local telephone directory (for unusual names and descendents)

The Names on the Memorial Cross
T. ADAMS, Not Positively Identified. Name appears on the Guildhall Cenotaph. CWGC records over a dozen possibilities. Local research has given us:-

Thomas Henry Adams, b4/6/1876 of Commercial Road

Thomas Henry Adams, b27/8/1895 of All Saints View

Thomas Keith Adams,  b1/8/1886

Thomas Malcolm Adams, 10/1/1889 of North Street

Thomas William Adams, 19/4/1897 of Lion Terrace

A. BAIN, The CWGC lists 20 men with this name but only one Bain with initials AG which is the same name in the first Parish Magazine list which gives it in full as Alexander George. The Guildhall Cenotaph lists AG Bain under the Naval section. The AG Bain on the CWGC records died on 11/03/1915. He was a Private, PO/7542, in the Royal Marine Light Infantry, HMS Bayano, which was an Armed Merchant Cruiser that was torpedoed by U27 off Ireland with the loss of 197 lives.. He is buried at Ballyphillip Church of Ireland Graveyard. The 1881 Census lists a Bain family living in Gosport with a son Alexander G, aged 2 years. The father was a Bandsman with the RMLI. The Birth certificate shows Alexander George Bain was born at 15 Upper Mill Lane, Forton (Gosport) on 18th February 1879. His parents were Alexander and Margaret (nee Healy) who were married at St John’s Forton on December 26th 1877. A marriage Certificate shows Alexander George marrying Priscilla Westbrook in the Portsmouth Register Office on 12th August 1903. He gives his occupation as Private RMLI aboard HMS Hero. Priscilla was born 5th December 1882 in Westbourne, Sussex and was living at 13 Cumberland Street, Portsea at the date of marriage. Alexander and Priscilla had a son also named Alexander George on 19th August 1908 whilst they were living at 26 Wells Street, Landport (the father’s occupation was recorded as General Labourer). The daughter of the son of Alexander and Priscilla is Pat Bennett of 43 Ladywood House, Southsea and she confirms confirms the above adding that the family originated in Scotland and were living in Bath Square, Old Portsmouth, opposite Quebec House at the time Alexander re-enlisted.

H. BAIN, The CWGC list 8 Bains with first or only initial H. Two are non-UK citizens and 4 joined Scottish Highland Regiments which leaves two possibilities. Unfortunately, there is no connection to Portsmouth currently available for either. What is perhaps more worrying is that H Bain does not appear on the Cenotaph or any other memorial in Portsmouth. Further, it should be noted that this name is one of two that replaced original names on the cross when it was restored after WW2. We may simply have a mistake here.

N. D. BAYLEY, M.C. (Some text missing)
the son of Alice Augusta Sells (formerly Bayley). His death is remembered in the November 1918 edition of the Parish Magazine.

T.G. BEECH

The CWGC list this man as Thomas George Beech who died on 31/08/1918, aged 34yrs. He was a Private, (No. 29508) in the Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry. He is buried at the Bagneux British Cemetery, Gezaincourt and is remembered on the Guildhall Cenotaph. He was the son of Sarah and the late William Beech, of Portsmouth and the husband of Emily A. E. Beech, of 32, Highbury St., Portsmouth (married 1916). His death is remembered in the October 1918 edition of the Parish Magazine. On September 9th 1918 the Evening News carried the following notice – “BEECH.  On Aug.31st. 1918, Private T.G.Beech, D.C.L.I., the devoted husband of Emily E.E. Beech of 32, Highbury 'Street, died of wounds in France.   From his heart broken wife and two darling babies. My life, my all.

A. J. BATES

The CWGC lists three men named AJ Bates, but as one of them is buried in Milton Cemetery, the task of identifying him is made somewhat easier.  He died on 27/10/1919 and was Cemetery records show that he was buried on 30/11/1919 and that he was 43 years old. His name appears on the Guildhall Cenotaph. His Short Service Record gives his name as Albert James Bates, born at Walgrave, Reading, Berks,. He was aged 19 years 11 months when he enlisted on 17th October 1895. He was discharged in early 1919 to 23 (or 24) Shakespeare Road, Buckland which he shared with his wife Maria Jane (she died 8/2/1960 and her ashes are buried in the same grave as her husband. She remained at Shakespeare Road till the end).This is the second name that seems to have been added to the memorial at the last restoration.

T. A. C. BRABAZON

The CWGC list this man as Terence Anthony Chaworth Brabazon who died on 03/08/1916 aged 20 years. He was a Captain in the Essex Regiment and is buried in Wilton Cemetery, Wiltshire. He is mentioned on the Guildhall Cenotaph and the WW1 memorial at the King’s School, Rochester. He was the son of Lt. Col. William B. Brabazon and Mrs. Mabel Brabazon. He was born at Rochester, Kent in 1896. Brabazon joined the Essex Regiment in 1913 and was sent to France with the 2nd Bn. On 7/11/1914. He was wounded by a gunshot to the right arm on 1/5/1915 at St. Jean, Ypres, and was invalided home. He returned to the front and was wounded again on 1/07/1916 whilst with the 1st Bn. and again invalided home. He died of Septic Pneumonia in the Military Hospital at Wilton House, Salisbury. Lt. Col Brabazon was for a time Director of Ordnance at Gunwharf and during that time lived at Ordnance House, Ordnance Row, Portsea.

F.S. BRADSHAW

The CWGC list 2 men named Bradshaw with the initials FS neither of whom show an obvious connection with Portsmouth. The first Parish Magazine list gives the first names as Frank Seymour which corresponds with one of the CWGC names who served with the Somerset Light Infantry and died on 19/12/1914. He is recorded as being the nephew of Captain A Bradshaw of Newell House, Grimston Avenue, Folkestone. Birth records show him as being born in 1884 at Axbridge (Weston-Super-Mare) whilst the 1901 Census shows him aged 17 years at Harrow School as a boarder. The Guildhall Cenotaph lists FS Bradshaw (in the Army section). The name does not appear on any other local memorials. Marriage records show that Frank’s parents (Frank Boyd Bradshaw and Catherine Douglas Nunn) were married at St Judes Church on February 26th, 1881.

H. W. COUCH
. The CWGC lists two men named Couch with initials HW. One is Herbert William Couch who died on 01/11/1914 aged 34 years as Engineer Lt. Commander R.N. aboard HMS Good Hope, at the Battle of Coronel.
He was the son of Henry (or Herbert) and Alice Couch, Deptford (from the 1901 Census) and was married to Edith Cecile King of 125 High Street, Old Portsmouth The date of their marriage was December 18th 1906 when Herbert William was 27 and Edith Cecile was 26 (Marriage Certificate). Herbert is remembered on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial and has no known grave. His name also appears on the Navy section of the Guildhall Cenotaph. According to Kelly’s (1913)  a Herbert William Couch lived at 85 St Thomas St.

J. CRAVEN. The CWGC list 37 men named Craven with first initial being J. Only one of them appears to have a connection with Portsmouth. He is Joseph Craven who died on 26/11/1916  at the age of 47. He was a Leading Stoker (No. 170167) in the Royal Navy aboard HMS Mohawk. He is listed on the Guildhall Cenotaph and is buried in Gillingham (Woodlands) Cemetery. He was the husband of Sarah Craven, of 32, Hereford St., Landport, Portsmouth. (There was a Joseph Craven living at 2 West Street in 1913 accordin to Kelly’s)

T. CURRIE. The CWGC list 21 men named Currie with first initial being T. Only one has an apparent connection with Portsmouth. He is Thomas James Currie who died on 31/05/1916 aged 29 years. He was an Able Seaman (No. 223656) in the Royal Navy aboard HMS Invincible at the Battle of Jutland. He is remembered on the Guildhall Cenotaph & Portsmouth Naval Memorial. He has no known grave.
Son of William and Lucy Currie, of 31, Britain St., Portsea (the 1901 Census places them at 1 Nobbs Lane, Old Portsmouth) and husband of Blanche L. Currie, of 58, Adames Rd., Kingston, Portsmouth. They had at least three children, Thomas (b. 1912), William (b. 1914) and Lucy (b. 1917).

W. B. DICKS. 
The CWGC lists a W and a WB Dicks. The latter is listed as William Benjamin Dicks and FindMyPast gives Portsmouth as the birthplace for this man. Both sources agree that he died on 01/07/1918 aged 20. He was a Private (No. 33184) in the Bedfordshire Regiment. There is no WB Dicks on the Guildhall Cenotaph but there is a BW Dicks.  He is remembered on the Pozieres Memorial and has no known grave.  He was the son of the late Benjamin Henry and Henrietta Dicks. (In the 1901 Census he is recorded as being aged 3 years, living with g/mother Elizabeth McCormack, 7 Carvers Court, Portsmouth.) Commemoration in The Evening News gives his name as William
T. EARL. The CWGC lists 11 men named Earl with the first name initial T, none of whom appear to have any obvious connection with Portsmouth. The National Roll Vol. X (Portsmouth), page 292 lists GT Earl as having died at the Battle of Jutland. The CWGC lists George Thomas Earl as having died on 31/05/1916 aged 42. He was a Leading Seaman (No. 173517) of the Royal Navy aboard HMS Shark. The Guildhall Cenotaph & Portsmouth Naval Memorial both record the name of GT Earl. He has no known grave. He was the son of William and Alice Earl of Portsmouth and  husband of Annie Louisa Earl, of 40, Guildford Rd., Fratton, Portsmouth. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as just Thomas.
J. FORSTER. The CWGC lists 75 men named Forster whose first name begins with ‘J’. There are no UK citizens with any apparent connection with Portsmouth but there is one listed as Canadian who is recorded as being the brother of Mrs Ada Mary Lawes of 11 Crown Court, Gunwharf Road, Old Portsmouth (Ada Mary Forster married Ernest Lawes on February 18th 1918 at St Thomas’s church). He is Jack Forster, Bombadier (No. 86423) in the Canadian Field Artillery. He died on 27/09/1918 and is buried at Sains-Le-Marquions Cemetery, Pas de Calais. Neither the Guildhall Cenotaph nor any other memorial in Portsmouth (apart from the Cathedral Cross) names anyone with the name Forster. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as Jack. 1901 Census lists Fred and Sarah (born Portsmouth) Forster of Morpeth Northumberland with children John (16) and Ada (7). Jack was therefore properly John and died aged 33. Birth cert. of Ada, b. September 1893, Morpeth.
W. FRANCIS. 
The CWGC lists nearly 90 men named Francis whose first name begins with ‘W’. None of them appears to have any connection with Portsmouth, but one did have a wife in Gosport. He was William Stephen Francis who died on 17/04/1916 aged 25 years. He was a Lance Serjeant (No. 14219) with the Hampshire Regiment and is buried in Bethune Town Cemetery, Pas De Calais. He is mentioned on the Guildhall Cenotaph and in the Evening News where a tribute was placed by his wife Daisy Francis, of 41, High St., Gosport, Hants. William was born in Alverstoke. Birth Certificate for William Stephen shows birth 1892, Alverstoke. [Marriage certificate for William Stephen Francis and Edith M. Gillard in 1913.] 1901 Census, William and Rhoda Francis, 14 Westfield Road, Gosport with son William aged 9. Parents names confirmed by Evening News tribute when they were living at 26 Tintern Road Gosport.
J. G. GILES. The CWGC lists three men named JG GILES, all called John George. The National Roll, (p87) lists JG Giles of the Hampshire Regiment who died on 16/08/1915. One of those on the CWGC list was a Private (No. 34225) with the Hampshire Regiment who died on 16/08/1917, which is the more authoritative source. Giles is named on the Cenotaph & Tyne Cot Memorial. He has no known grave. The 1901 Census lists John as the son of William and Eliza Giles of 7 Oyster Street, Old Portsmouth whilst the National Roll records him living at 2 Hay Street, Portsea. He married Margaret Ward in 1913.
T. GILLIGAN.
The CWGC lists 3 men named T Gilligan (all Thomas). They belonged respectively to the Royal Irish Fusiliers, the Canadian Infantry and the Machine Gun Corps. The name of Gilligan does not appear on any other memorial in Portsmouth apart from the Cathedral Cross. The man from the Canadian Infantry had parents in Leeds so is unlikely to be our man. There are currently no other clues to enable us to identify the correct man.
W. A. GILLINGHAM M.M. The CWGC lists only one suitable man. He is William Albert Gillingham M.M., Serjeant (No. 7469), Royal Berkshire Regiment, who died on 20/04/1918 at the age of 33. He is listed on the Cenotaph and is buried at Crucifix Corner Cemetery, Villers Bretonneux. He was the son of Rebecca L. Gillingham, of 23, Lombard St., Old Portsmouth and the late Albert J. Gillingham. He was a resident of Maidenhead but still has a listing in the National Roll for Portsmouth (p87). The citation reads “He was mobilised in August 1914 and was engaged on important duties with his unit until September 1917 when he was drafted to the Western Front. Whilst there he took part in many important engagements and was unfortunately killed in action during the Retreat in 1918. He was awarded the Military Medal for Bravery in the Field and was also entitled to the General Service and Victory medals. 23 Lombard Street.”
A. GILLINGHAM. The CWGC lists 3 men by this name. The National Roll places an A. Gillingham in the Hampshire Regiment which fits one of these men and he was a Private (No. 13997) who died on 03/09/1916 aged 28. He is listed on the Cenotaph and is buried at  Ancre British Cemetery, Beaumont-Hamel. The first Parish Magazine list and 1901 Census reveal his first name to be Arthur, the son of Rebecca L. Gillingham, of 23, Lombard St., Old Portsmouth and the late Albert J. Gillingham. He is listed in the National Roll (p87) alongside his two brothers. The citation reads, “Volunteering in September 1914 he was engaged on important duties with his unit until February 1916 when he was sent to France and took part in numerous engagements. He fell fighting bravely at the Battle of the Somme on September 3rd 1916 and was entitled to the General Service and Victory medals. 23 Lombard Street, Portsmouth.
A. G. GILLMAN, M.C. The CWGC lists only one Gillman who was awarded the MC. He was Angus George Gillman, a Major in the Royal Field Artillery who died on 29/04/1917 at the age of 34. He is listed on the Cenotaph and is buried at Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont-St Eloi. He was the son of William and Maud Gillman, of Portsmouth. In Kelly’s 1912 Directory William Gillman is shown as a JP living at 47 Clarence Parade, Southsea. William and Maud Gillman paid for a separate memorial to their son in the form of a reredos and lancet window in St Thomas’s. The memorial was dedicated on 29th February 1920. The brass plaque attached to the reredos is still in the Cathedral Gallery.
R. L. GOOCH.  The CWGC lists no man named Gooch with a first name beginning with ‘R’. The first Parish Magazine list though gives his name as Robert Lewis Gooch. From various sources a boy, aged 3 (b1897) named Robert Lewis Gooch was located living in Buckland, Portsmouth in 1901. The National Archives website has a record of a Robert Lewis Gooch as a Corporal in the RMLI and there is a CWGC record of a Corporal PL Gooch (No. PLY/16852) of the RMLI who died on 25/08/1918 aged 21.  RL Gooch is named on the Cenotaph and he is buried at Bucquoy Communal Cemetery,  Pas De Calais. He was the son of Nathan and Ellen Gooch, of South Street, Buckland. His death is remembered in the October 1918 edition of the Parish Magazine. A Robert Gooch was living at Floating Bridge House in 1915 (Electoral Roll) – a possible relation of Robert. On September 7th 1918 The Evening News carried this notice – “GOOCH. In loving memory of Robert Lewis, Corp. R.M.L.I., eldest beloved son of Ellen and Robert 

Gooch, Union Tavern, Point, who died of wounds in hospital in France on Aug. 25th. aged 2? years.   Loved by all. One of the best.   From his mum, dad, brothers and sister and his sweetheart, May.”

 
C. G. HAWKINS. The CWGC lists only man by this name. He is Charles George Hawkins, Petty Officer (No. 192754),
Royal Navy, HMS Queen Mary, who died on 31/05/1916 aged 38 years at the Battle of Jutland. He is remembered on the Cenotaph & Portsmouth Naval Memorial. He has no known grave. He was the husband of Elizabeth Hawkins, of 86, Frederick St., Portsea, Portsmouth. Charles is listed in the National Roll (p102, as CJ Hawkins). The citation reads, “Already serving in August 1914 he was posted to HMS Queen Mary and after taking part in the Battles of Heligoland Bight and the Dogger Bank was unfortunately killed in action at Jutland when the Queen Mary sank on May 31st 1916. He was entitled to the 1914-1915 Star and the General Service and Victory medals. 69 Frederick Street. Portsea.”
W. T. HENWOOD. The CWGC lists two men with these initials but only one has a connection with Portsmouth. Located a family named Henwood at 2 Oyster St., Old Portsmouth (in 1901Census). This showed a boy William Thomas aged 6. 1894 birth record confirms this. William was a Rifleman (No. S/14313) in the Rifle Brigade (The Prince Consort's Own)  2nd Battalion. He died on 05/05/1916 aged 22 years, named on the Cenotaph and is buried at Becourt Military Cemetery, Becordel-Becourt. He was the son of Mrs. E. A. Henwood, of 3, Frederick St., Portsea & the late Edward Henwood of 2 Oyster St., Old Portsmouth. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as William John, but this had changed to WT in the second list.
J. W. HUDSON. The CWGC lists 18 men with the name JW Hudson. The Army List has a James William Hudson, born Portsmouth, residence Landport, killed in action 15/09/1916. The CWGC record has a JW Hudson who died on 15/09/1916. He was James William Hudson, Private (No. 
20612), Hampshire Regiment. He is remembered on the Cenotaph & the Thiepval Memorial. He has no known grave. The 1901 Census shows a George and Hester Hudson living at 10 Camber Alley, Old Portsmouth with a son William J. aged 5 years. The CWGC have no reference to a WJ Hudson with a Portsmouth connection. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as James William.
A. J. HUGGETT. The CWGC lists Alfred James Huggett, Private (No. 315044), Hampshire Regiment, died 03/09/1916 aged 35 years. He is remembered on the Cenotaph & Thiepval Memorial. He has no known grave. He was the husband of Rose Ellen Huggett, of 5, Bateman's Alley, Portsea, Portsmouth. They had two children, Alfred (b. 1914) and George (b. 1915). His entry in the National Roll (page 113) reads, “He volunteered in September 1914 and in the following March was drafted to the Western Front where he saw much heavy fighting. Unforunately he was killed in action on the Somme on September 3rd 1916 and was entitled to the 1914-15 Star and the General Service and Victory Medals”.
H. P. INNES.  The CWGC list only one such name and that is Henry Pembroke Innes, Private
(No. 290949), Devonshire Regiment, but make no reference to Portsmouth.The 1891 Census places him at 41 High Street (The Dolphin Hotel), Portsmouth with his parents James and Grace Innes and notes that he was born in Islington. Kelly’s Directory for 1911 shows James Innes still at 41 High Street. Henry died on 27/05/1918 aged 39 years and is remembered on the Cenotaph & Soissons Memorial.
J. KANAVAN. The CWGC list only one man with this name. He is James Kanavan and he’s described as a Blacksmith (Pensioner), (No. 151358), Royal Navy, HMS Bayano. He died on 11/03/1915 aged 55yrs and is remembered on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. He has no known grave. James was the son of Rebecca Kanavan of Liverpool. Census records from 1861, when he was 2 years old, to 1901 show him living in Liverpool.  The losses on HMS Bayano are discussed on the Great War Forum website and one of the contributors has provided the following information. “James Kanavan, my grandfather, was born in Liverpool, but his mother had been born in Portsmouth. He was a blacksmith in the RN. He married Fanny Sinclair in 1902 at St 

Thomas', Portsmouth. They had four children in Portsmouth, of whom one was my mother. James retired from the RN to become a customs officer in Liverpool. Their last and fifth child was born there in 1913. Fanny died in childbirth; James was called back to the RN in July 1914 as a pensioner and went down with his ship in March 1915 leaving five orphans. An aunt took the children back to Portsmouth and brought them up there. The sister of Captain Kelly (who went on to become Admiral of the Fleet), and who herself was made a Dame, helped the family in a number of ways, especially helping my mother go to Portsmouth Grammar School and then college. James' and Fanny's son James Sinclair Kanavan became a CPO in the RN and went down with his ship HMS Bonaventure in March 1941. I was born a few months later and am Sinclair James Albert Kanavan Rogers in memory of the Kanavans and my father's brother who died in the first world war.”
W. E. KENT. The CWGC list five men named WE Kent but none of them have any obvious connection with Portsmouth. They also list 23 names as W Kent, but none of them have any apparent Portsmouth connection either. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as William Edward and the 1901 Census shows a family named Kent living in St Mary’s Ward at 22 Matrimony Street. They were Thomas and Emma Kent and a son William E, aged 8.The Army List has a William Kent residing in Southsea and serving with the Hampshire Regiment. Between that and one of the CWGC entries Kent is shown to have been Lance Serjeant  (No. 12948) in the Hampshire Regiment and to have died on 02/11/1917 aged 24 years, in Palestine. He is buried in the Gaza War Cemetery and remembered on the Guildhall Cenotaph. Kent married Mary Alice Bennett in 1905 and had at least one child, Frederick (b. 1912).
C. KITCHINGHAM. The CWGC lists only one such name. He is Charles Kitchingham who was a Private (No. 36984) in the Wellington Regiment, N.Z.E.F. He died on 11/07/1917 at the age of 37 years and is buried in the Motor Car Corner Cemetery, Hainaut, Belgium. He is named on the Guildhall Cenotaph.  The 1901 Census has a Kitchingham Family living at Great Salterns on Portsea Island where the father William is a carter on the farm there. His wife Frances is living with him as as are sons Charles, William and James. Charles is also a carter and is aged 19. Charles must have emigrated to New Zealand before the start of WW1 as the CWGC actually record his nationality as a New Zealander. In Memorium, Evening News, sponsored by Will and Jim Kitchingham for their brother Charles.
T. H. KITCHINGHAM. The CWGC list only one such name. He is Thomas Henry Kitchingham who was a Private (No. PO/16658) in the Royal Marine Light Infantry, HMS Viknor. He died when the Viknor sank with all hands off the NW Coast of Ireland on 13/01/1915. He was 18 years old. His name appears on the Cenotaph and the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. He has no known grave. The 1901 Census shows Thomas, aged 5 years living with his parents William and Annie Kitchingham, in Newcombe Road, Fratton. (Note: Thomas is not directly related to Charles, above)

H. C. S. LOADER. The CWGC list only one such name. He is Harold Charles Sidney Loader, Private (No. 44190),
Worcestershire Regiment who died on 05/05/1918 aged 19. He is buried in the Belgian Battery Corner Cemetery, South West of the town of Ieper and is remembered on the Guildhall Cenotaph. He is recorded as being the son of the late William and Mary Loader (nee Colley), of Southfields, London. They married in Portsmouth in 1893. Harold lived with them in Birmingham until both parents died within a short space of each other when he was aged 12 or 13 when he moved to live with relatives in Broad Street, Old Portsmouth. The relatives were probably an aunt and uncle, John Barron and Clara (nee Colley). In 1871 Clara and Mary Colley, aged 8 and 1 respectively  were living in Portsmouth and also again in 1881. Harold’s date of birth was 2nd September 1898. In Memorium, Evening News, C and J Barron living at 3 Lombard Street.
F. LOCKE. The CWGC lists 15 men named Locke with a first initial ‘F’ none of which display an obvious connection with Portsmouth. (The following is doubtful: The 1891 Census shows a family named Locke living at 36 St Leonards St., St Mary's, Portsmouth. The family consisted of Thomas and Mary Locke and a son Frank, aged 16).A copy Death Certificate identifies Frank Locke as having been a Leading Stoker (No. K/4691) on board HMS Tipperary at the Battle of Jutland where he died aged 41 on 01/06/1916.  He is listed on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. Now confirmed by Evening News tribute
J. MALLEY. The CWGC lists 15 men named J. Malley, but only one has a direct connection with Portsmouth. He is James Malley,  Private (No. 487) with the 17th Lancers (Duke of Cambridge's Own) who died 09/08/1918 aged 33 years. He is buried at the Mont Huon Military Cemetery, Le Treport and is named on the Cenotaph. He is the son of James and Martha Malley, of 13 (No 11 in 1915) Warblington St.  Old Portsmouth (1901 Census).
J. MARKS. The CWGC lists 29 men with this name, none of whom display an obvious connection with Portsmouth. Soldiers Died identifies Joseph Marks who was born in Birr, Kings Co. Ireland, resident in Portsmouth and served with the Devonshire Regiment as Private (No. 5290) and who died on 18/12/1914, aged 29, and is named on Le Touret Memorial, Pas De Calais. No further information about the Portsmouth connection is available.
G. MATTHEWS.  The CWGC lists the names of 82 men with this name. The Cenotaph lists GS Matthews (Army section) as the only Matthews with an initial G. The CWGC lists only 2 GS Matthews, neither of whom appear to have a connection with Portsmouth, but one is a Navy man from London and is therefore probably excluded. The other is George Samuel Matthews, Private (No. 14047), Royal Fusiliers who died on 19/09/1915 aged 19. He is buried at the R.E. Farm Cemetery, Heuvelland, Belgium. The Army List confirms George Samuel Matthews was resident in Southsea and the Birth register shows him born in Alverstoke in 1896. The 1901 Census shows an extended Matthews family living at Ethel Road, St Mary's which included Isaac Matthews and a nephew George who was aged 5 and was born in Gosport. The name Matthews appears on neither of the Parish Magazine lists.
S. MEADE. The CWGC lists only one man with this name and he is Canadian with no connection to Portsmouth. The Cenotaph lists nobody by the name S. Meade, but does list a man named S. Meades. The CWGC lists two men named S Meades and one of them has a close Portsmouth connection. He is Stanley Meades, Able Seaman (No. 180557), Royal Navy, HMS Princess Irene, who died on 27/05/1915 aged 36. He was the son of William James and Martha Meades, of 11, Exmouth Rd., Southsea. Stanley was killed when HMS Princess Irene exploded without warning whilst she was lying peacefully at anchor off Sheerness. His body was not recovered and so he is named on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as Stanley Meades but the final ‘s’ was dropped for the second list. (There was also a James Meades living at 3 Battery Row in 1913)
A. L. L. MEAR. The CWGC lists only one Mear and that is Arthur Louis Mear, Private (No. 3/6347) Dorsetshire Regiment, who died on 13/10/1914. His name appears on the Cenotaph and Le Touret Memorial. The 1901 Census has an Arthur L. Mear aged 9 living at 10 Sun St., Portsea with his parents William J and Alice. The National Roll (page 153) gives the following citation, “He was mobilised at the outbreak of hostilities and was almost immediately drafted to France where he took part in the Retreat from Mons. He died gloriously on the field of battle at La Bassee on October 1914 and was entitled to the Mons Star and the General Service and Victory medals. 64, Timpson Rd. Landport”. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as Arthur Louis Leopold Mear.
W. W. MELVILLE. The CWGC lists only one person by this name and he is William Woodfall Melville, Lieutenant, Kings Royal Rifle Corps who died 09/05/1915 aged 38. He is not named on the Cenotaph or on any other Portsmouth memorial apart from the Cathedral Cross. He is however remembered on the Le Touret Memorial and is included in the first Parish Magazine list. The CWGC states that he was "Son of the late Robert Melville (County Court Judge of Hereford and Shropshire), and the late Mrs. Melville, of Hartfield Grove, Sussex; husband of Violet S. Melville, of Maypool, Galmpton, Brixham, Devon.” The 1901 Census shows Williams mother Agnes visiting friends in Southsea Terrace and her death certificate shows she died, aged 73, in Portsmouth in 1920.
F. MERRITT. The CWGC lists 13 men with this name but none display any obvious connection with Portsmouth. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as Frederick Merritt. 11 of the 13 CWGC names are Fred or Frederick. The Cenotaph lists no one by this name. Both 1891 and 1901 Censuses give a Frederick Lewis Merritt b. 1890 living at 434 Commercial Road
F. L. MITCHELL. The CWGC lists 114 men with this name. Identified Frederick Lawrance Mitchell, died: 20/11/1914, aged 21 years. Sergeant (No. 9354), Leinster Regiment. Buried Strand Military Cemetery. Son of Henry and Caroline (Carrie) Matilda Mitchell, of 128, High St. (Leinster House in The News), Portsmouth. Frederick’s name appears on the first Parish Magazine list as “not identified” despite his parents living very close by; however this was rectified in time for the second list.
G. MOORE. The CWGC list 175 men with this name. Only one has a definite link with Portsmouth. He is George Moore, Stoker 1st Class
(No. K/20434), Royal Navy, HMS Invincible. George died on 31/05/1916 at the Battle of Jutland and his name appears on the Cenotaph & Portsmouth Naval Memorial. He has no known grave. He was the son of Alfred and Catherine Moore, of 24, Lombard St., Portsmouth. The National Roll (page 159) contains a citation for G. Moore as follows: “He enlisted in September 1912 and was sent on board HMS Invincible to the North Sea. After playing a prominent role in the Battle of Heligoland Bight, he was unfortunately killed in action at the Battle of Jutland on May 31st 1916 when HMS Invincible was sunk. He was entitled to the 1914-15 Star and the General Service and Victory medals.”
H. C. MOORE.  The CWGC lists 195 men with this name. A listing in the National Roll (page 159) identifies this man as Private H.C.Moore (No. 281485) of the 1/6th Hampshire Regiment who died on 27/12/1918. He is buried at the Baghdad (North Gate) War Cemetery and is remembered on the Cenotaph. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as Henry Charles Moore. The Birth’s register shows a Henry Charles Moore, the son of George and Ellen (nee Knighton) of 1 Harbin's Yard, East Street, Portsmouth, born on 22 Feb. 1897. The 1901 Census confirms this family at that address. The National Roll citation reads as follows: “Volunteering in November 1915, he was sent to India three months later and engaged on important garrison duties there until February 1917. He was then sent to Mesopotamia, served through the advance along the Tigris and was present at the occupation of Mosul. He unfortunately died on December 27th 1918 and was entitled to the General Service and Victory medals. 12 Lombard Street .”
A. W. MOREY.  The CWGC records identify Arthur William Morey, Rifleman (No. 6475), London Regiment (City of London Rifles) who died on 08/10/1916 at the age of 20 years. He is remembered on the Cenotaph & Thiepval Memorial. He has no known grave. Arthur was the son of Albert Thomas and Kathleen Eliza Morey, of 26 Bailey Rd., Southsea, Hants.
F. M. A. NELDER. The CWGC identifies Frank Mitchelmore Aldridge, Lance Corporal (No. 15395), The King's (Liverpool Regiment) who died on 11/02/1919 aged 34 years. He is buried in Liverpool (Anfield) Cemetery and his name appears on the Cenotaph, and the Portsmouth and Southern Grammar School WW1 Memorials. He was son of George and Jane Nelder, of Portsmouth; husband of Gertrude Nelder, of Stanley Park Avenue, Liverpool. His name does not appear on the first Parish Magazine list but does on the second. A commemoration in the Evening News of 12/2/1919 says he died of pneumonia at the University War Hospital, Southampton after 3½ years service in France.
G. C. A. NELDER. The CWGC identifies Gordon Clarke Aldridge, 2nd Lt.
Hampshire Regiment who died 06/08/1915 aged 25 years. He is remembered on the Cenotaph, the Portsmouth Grammar School WW1 Memorial,  the Helles Memorial & in Corpus Christi Church
. He was son of George and Jane Nelder, of 28 Lion Terrace, Portsea, Portsmouth, (1901 Census). His name appears on the first Parish Magazine list as “not identified” but this was corrected in time to be included on the second list.
A. NORTH. The CWGC lists 67 men with this name. The National Roll (p168) lists A North as a member of the Wiltshire Regiment and the Army List identifies Albert Thomas North, Private
(No. 47900), the Wiltshire Regiment who died on 19/10/1918 aged 35 years. He is buried in 
St Aubert British Cemetery and is remembered on the Cenotaph. He was the husband of Elizabeth (nee Foster), of 44, Bishop St., Portsea, Portsmouth (m. 1905). Son of Albert and Maria North, 10 Oyster St (1901 Census). The National Roll citation reads, “He joined in November 1916, and after completing his training was retained on special duties in England.  In July 1918 he sailed for France, and during the fierce fighting at Cambrai was killed in action on October 19th. 1918.  He was entitled to the General Service and Victory Medals. 86, Frederick St. Portsea.” His name does not appear on the first Parish Magazine list. A notice in the Evening News of 11th November 1918 records that North had worked for Brickwoods Brewery for 19 years.
A. J. PANNELL. The CWGC lists 6 men named Pannell with initial letter ‘A’, but only one is listed as ‘AJ’. He is Alfred John Pannell, Sapper (No. 222960), Royal Engineers who died on 21/03/1918 aged 38 years. He is named on the Cenotaph & Arras Memorial. He was the son of Thomas and Martha Pannell; husband of Maria Parmell, of 14, Gunwharf Rd., Portsmouth. The 1915 Electoral Roll places him at 14 Crown St.
W. PARHAM. The CWGC lists 4 men with this name. None of them have any apparent connection with Portsmouth but one, Winter Parham, came from Emsworth. He was Lance Corporal (No. 22031), of the Royal Berkshire Regiment who died on 28/11/1918 aged 28. He is buried in Havant and Waterlooville Cemetery, was the son of George and Ellen Parham, of Emsworth, Hants; husband of Kate Winnifred Parham, of Bungalow, Railway Gates, Bedhampton, Havant. He had a brother George who also lost his life. As he’s not mentioned it seems unlikely that this is our man. The name Parham appears on neither of the Parish Magazine lists. This is not a positive identification. There is also a William Parham born Alverstoke, Gosport in1894 and another William Parham aged 12 at the 1901 census living in St Vincent St. Portsea.
A. PETRACCA. The CWGC identifies AJ Petracca, Serjeant (No. T/16178), Army Service Corps who died 01/03/1917 in Castle Auxillery Hospital, Ryde after a long illness contracted while on active service in France. He is buried in Ryde Borough Cemetery and is named on the Guildhall Cenotaph. The CWGC gives his age at death as 36 whereas a commemoration by his family published in the Evening News gives it as 34. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as Albert and findmypast.com identifies an Albert John Petracca. A descendant of the Petracca family says our man was known as Bertie and indeed the 1891 Census mentions Bertie as son of Antonio and Josephine Petracca of 17 Broad St. Portsmouth whereas there is no record of Albert John. A second commemoration in the Evening News refers to him as Bert. Kelly’s (1913) lists Antonio as a shopkeeper.
W. H. PICKETTS. The CWGC lists no one by this name but does identify a man by the name of William Henry Pickets. He was a Private (No. 21063) in the Royal Fusiliers who died on 01/03/1917 aged 26 years. He is buried in Avesnes-le-Comte Communal Cemetery and is named on the Cenotaph. The 1901 Census shows Frederick and Ellen Picketts (sic) living in 11 Penny Street, Old Portsmouth with their 10 year old son William Hy. References to the family name vary in their spelling between Pickets and Picketts. The evidence from the 1901 Census should probably be ignored as the information would have been compiled by a clerk writing what he thought he heard. The Army List spells the name Pickets whereas the Parish Magazine lists both spell it Picketts. His birth and Marriage certificates spell it with one ‘t’. William married Alice Creamer in 1916.
G. POWELL. The CWGC lists 76 men with this name, none with any obvious connection to Portsmouth. Neither Parish Magazine list contains this name. The Army List names a George Powell who was born in Portsmouth and enlisted in Portsmouth (in the Portsmouth Battalion. He was a  Private (No. 44295) in the Worcestershire Regiment and died on 29/09/1918. He is buried in the Pigeon Ravine Cemetery, Epehy and is named on the Cenotaph. Information received from a family member confirms the identification adding that George was born in 1877 (ie he died aged 41); his parents were Daniel and Lucy and he worked as a cellarman. He married Henrietta Mary Page on 12/10/1901. They lived at 1a Penny Street, Old Portsmouth from 1911-1920.
W. F. REYNOLDS. The CWGC lists 130 men with this name but only one has a defined Portsmouth connection. He is William Frederick Reynolds, Corporal (No. 28703), Royal Garrison Artillery who died on 01/10/1917 aged 34 years and is buried in Bleuet Farm Cemetery, Ieper, Belgium. He is named on the Cenotaph and was husband of Priscilla Reynolds, of 29, St. Thomas's St., Portsmouth. He has an entry in the National Roll (p355) which reads; “Volunteering in 1914, he crossed in the same year to France and whilst there fought in many notable battles, including those of Vimy Ridge, the Somme and Messines. He was unfortunately killed in action at the battle of Ypres, and was entitled to the 1914 Star and the General Service and Victory medals. 5 Vernon Road Copnor.” The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as William J. Reynolds, but this is corrected to William F. on the second list. A commemoration in the Evening News confirms his name as “Bill” but gives the date of death as 23rd September 1917.
G. C. RICHARDS. The CWGC lists 74 men with the surname Richards and the first initial ‘G’, but only one with the initials ‘GC’. He was George Charles Richards, Able Seaman (No. 229696), Royal Navy, HMS Bulwark who died on 26/11/1914 aged 27 years when HMS Bulwark was destroyed in a magazine explosion at Sheerness. He is named on the Cenotaph & Portsmouth Naval Memorial. He has no known grave. He was the son of Henry Weston Richards and Emma J. S. Richards, of 72, Folkestone Rd., Copnor, Portsmouth; husband of Ellen Richards. There was a George Richards living at 27 Oyster St in 1915 (Electoral Roll).
A. ROLES. The CWGC list three men named Roles with a first initial ‘A’. None of them have an obvious Portsmouth connection. The National Roll (p196) lists an AE Roles of the Hampshire Regiment living at 50 Highbury Street. This fits with just one of the CWGC entries. The 1901 Census shows a family named Roles living at 50 Highbury St. with an 8 year old son “Arthur”. Birth Register for 29th November 1892 gives the name as Albert Edward (born in 42 Durham St., Landport). The parents are James and Annie in both cases. The early censuses often mis-spelt first names. He was a Private (No.15471) in the Hampshire Regiment who died on 16/09/1917 and is buried in Voormezeele Enclosures at Ieper, Belgium. He is named on the Cenotaph. The National Roll entry reads: “He volunteered in February 1915 and after a period of training was eventually drafted to France in April 1916. He took part in the Battles of the Somme where he was wounded in action, Arras and Passchaendale. On September 16th 1917 he laid down his life for King and Country and was entitled to the General Service and Victory medals. 50 Highbury St. Old Portsmouth.” Kelly’s (1913) confirms address. A commemoration in the Evening News confirms the name as Albert and that he died aged 24 years 10 months.
W. H. ROY. The CWGC list 11 men named Roy with the initial ‘W’, but only 2 with the initials ‘WH’. One of them is William Henry Roy, Chief Yeoman of Signals
(No. 185294), Royal Navy, HMS Chester who died on 31/05/1916 aged 38 years during the Battle of Jutland. He is named on the Cenotaph & Portsmouth Naval Memorial & Chester Cathedral. He has no known grave.
William was the son of William and Georgina Roy of Clerkenwell, London and husband of Eleanor C. Roy (m.1903), of 53, Bramshott Rd., Southsea, Portsmouth."

C. E. SAWYER. The CWGC lists three men with this name and initials. One lived in London and one in Gibraltar. This left Charles Edward Sawyer, Trimmer, (No. 6827TS), R.N. Reserve, H.M. Trawler ‘James Seckar’ who died on 25/09/1917 aged 36 years. He is named on the Cenotaph & Portsmouth Naval Memorial. He has no known grave.Charles was the son of William and Hannah Sawyer, of 19 Lombard Street, Old Portsmouth (1901 Census). Kelly’s (1913) has a William Sawyer at 83 St Thomas’s Street.
R. SHEPHERD. The CWGC lists 34 men named Shepherd with first initial ‘R’. Two of them have a connection with Portsmouth, one being from Buckland (National Roll, p207, 14th Bn. Hampshire Regiment, died 03/09/1916 and address 15 School Lane, Sultan Road) and the other from Southsea. The latter was Robert Shepherd, Private (No. 7921), 2nd Bn. Hampshire Regiment who died on 07/06/1915 aged 25 years. He is buried in the Lancashire Landing Cemetery in Turkey and is remembered on the Cenotaph. Robert was the son of Henry Shepherd, of 14, St. Paul's Square, Southsea, and the late Anne Shepherd. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as Robert. This second possibility is thought to be the most likely as his family home was only a 100 yds from the Parish of St. Thomas’s whereas Buckland is a couple of miles further away.
R. C. SLADE-BAKER. The CWGC lists only one man by this. He was Robert Cunynghame Slade-Baker,  Lieutenant, Royal Berkshire Regiment who died on 19/08/1917 and is buried at Beuvry Communal Cemetery Extension, Pas De Calais. His name does not appear on the Cenotaph, but does on the WW1 Memorial outside St Judes Church on Kent Road, Southsea. Robert was the son of Brig. Gen. Arthur Slade Baker (Officer commanding the Gunwharf 1914-15) and his (invalid) American wife Caroline Fisher, of Peans Wood, Robertsbridge, Sussex. Contributors to the Great War Forum supplied evidence that Robert’s father was living in Southsea when his brother arthur applied to join Marlborough College and that Mrs Slade-Baker was living at Broadlands, Grove Road (South) Southsea around November 1917 when she was collecting "Chintz bags for the wounded" – to collect together the treasures/letters/pay book/photos etc of the wounded so they could be kept together and transported with them when they were moved to other hospitals. Stephen Pomeroy’s website provides evidence that Broadlands was actually No. 7 Grove Road South, Southsea. The Parish Magazine also recognises Mrs Slade-Baker who was packing parcels for Prisoners of War at the Soldiers Institute and also helped at the church arranging flowers etc. Finally a plaque that used to be in the Garrison church but which was removed following the bombing there commemorated Robert along with Josephine Price Heap of Cincinatti, his grandmother. In “Portsmouth and the Great War” Mrs Slade-Baker is recorded as being central to the establishment of a small Red Cross hospital in the town. The book goes on to suggest that Broadlands was an empty house donated by a Mr Dimmer of Cheltenham for use of the Red Cross rather than the Slade-Baker’s residence.
W. J. T. SPERRING. The CWGC identifies Walter John Thomas Sperring, Private (No. 13922)
Hampshire Regiment, who died on 09/08/1916  aged 21 years and is buried at Potijze Chateau Wood Cemetery, Ieper, Belgium. He is named on the Cenotaph. Walter was the eldest son of Walter J. T. and Mary J. Sperring, of 10, East St. Point, Portsmouth.
W. E. STONE. The CWGC list 135 men named Stone with first initial ‘W’ and 6 with initials ‘WE’. One of these is William Edward Stone, Private
 (no. 29751), Hampshire Regiment who died on 21/10/1917 aged 23 years. He is buried at Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, Belgium. He is named on the Cenotaph and was the son of Mrs. G. Stone, of 3, Hampton Court, St. Thomas's St., Portsmouth.
J. F. SUTCLIFFE. The CWGC lists 37 men named Sutcliffe with the first initial ‘J’ and only 2 named ‘JF’. One of the latter was a member of the Durham Light Infantry and had a home in Bradshaw. He has therefore been discounted as the name on the Cross. The other is James Frederick Sutcliffe, Lieutenant, Royal Marine Light Infantry (Portsmouth Bn.) who died on 14/07/1915 and is remembered on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. His name appears on no other memorial in Portsmouth apart from the Cathedral Cross but the Parish Magazine list gives his name as James F. on the first list, albeit under the “not identified” tag, and J.F. on the second list. However, the Parish Magazine edition of  Aug.1915 reports that “Lieutenant James Frederick Sutcliffe, R.M.L.I. Portsmouth Battalion, was killed in the Dardanelles on or about July 13 and 14. His death will be a great loss to St. Thomas' choir. We were proud of him when he obtained his commission from warrant rank since the outbreak of the war.  Our deepest sympathy goes out to his relations in Gosport.” Birth registers show him as born in 1877 in Medway, Kent, the son of James and Alice Sutcliffe. The 1881 and 1891 Censuses record the family living in London though the mother died in 1890. Marriage records show he married Gladys Mills in 1912 in Portsmouth whilst birth records show them having a son James in 1914 whilst they were living in Alverstoke. Father was in the Royal Marines so it seems likely that the son followed the family tradition.
V. A. SYKES. The CWGC lists 5 men named Sykes with an initial ‘V’ but only one with the initials ‘VA’. He was Vincent Archibald Sykes, Gunner (Whlr.),
(No. 9850), 1st (Hong Kong and Singapore) Mountain Bty, Royal Garrison Artillery who died on 20/05/1917 and is buried in the Kantara War Memorial Cemetery (Egypt). He is also named on the Cenotaph. Census records have revealed no man by the name of Vincent Archibald Sykes in connection with Portsmouth, but there was a Vivian Archibald Sykes (b1882) living in West Ham in 1907 and a child named Alan Vivian A. Sykes born in Portsmouth in 1909 (Vivian Archibald’s father was named Alan). The 1915 Electoral Roll places Vivian Archibald Sykes at 1 Lombard Street, Old Portsmouth. Kelly’s (1913) lists him as a Beer Retailer.
J. TAIT. The CWGC lists 67 men named J. Tait. The National Roll (p225) includes J.J. Tait of the Bedfordshire Regiment and the Army List gives his name as John James Tait,  Private
(No. 34572) who died on 15/10/1917 aged 33 years. He is buried in Highland Road Cemetery and is remembered on the Cenotaph. He was the son of Edward Tait of 80 Highbury Street, Portsmouth. The National Roll citation reads,” He was called from the Reserve at outbreak of war in August 1914 and was retained on special duties at various stations in England, where he was engaged on the loading and unloading of ships with timber. He unfortunately died suddenly at Croyden on October 15th, 1917, after rendering valuable services.”
A. E. TILLEY D.C.M. The CWGC lists 21 men so named but the award of the DCM makes it simple to identify Alfred E Tilley, Serjeant (No. 74125), Royal Field Artillery who died on 11/11/1918 aged 31 years. He is buried in St Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen and is named on the Cenotaph. He was the son of Thomas Edward Tilley. The first Parish Magazine names him Alfred Ernest. Marriage records reveal that Thomas Edward Tilley married Fanny Farndell in Dec Qtr 1880 Portsea Island. In the 1881 Census Fanny Tilley ( aged 21 years and classed as a Seamans wife) is with her mother in law Eliza Tilley and family at 15, Warwick Street, Portsea. Thomas does not appear on that Census nor the following two, but Alfred E. Tilley does, living with his mother Fanny at 4 Elm Grove in 1891 and at 15 Cecil Grove in 1901. By 1915 he was at 10 Highbury Street (Electoral Roll).
H. J. TRUEMAN. The CWGC lists only one man by this name. He is Henry James Trueman, Leading Seaman (No. 219697), Royal Navy, HMS Broke who died on 31/05/1916 aged 29 years. He is named on the Cenotaph & Portsmouth Naval Memorial and was the son of James Henry and Fanny E. Trueman, of Portsmouth; husband of Mary A. S. Trueman (nee Plaskett – m. 1913), of 72, Clive Rd., Fratton, Portsmouth. They had at least one child Henry (b. 1915). Henry James Trueman’s name does not appear on either Parish Magazine list.
R. H. TURNER. The CWGC lists 12 men named RH Turner but only one has a Portsmouth connection. He was Robert Henry Turner, Lieutenant, 
Lincolnshire Regiment who died on 23/03/1918 aged 21 years. He is buried in the Dernancourt Communal Cemetery, the Somme. His name appears on the Cenotaph and on the Southern Grammar School Memorial. He was the son of Robert Henry Turner, M.A., Mus. Bac., F.R.C.O., and Elizabeth Adriana Cornelia Turner, of 69, Victoria Rd. North, Southsea, Portsmouth. The 1901 Census places the family, with Robert aged 3, in Pelham Road, Southsea.
D. UNDERDOWN. The CWGC lists only one man by this name. The Army List names him as David Underdown, Private (No. 41362), Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers who died on 14/07/1917 aged 28 years. He is buried at the Talana Farm Cemetery, Ieper, Belgium. He is named on the Cenotaph and on the All Saints WW1 Memorial. He was the son of Henry and Caroline Underdown of 36 East St., Old Portsmouth (1891 Census), 44 East Street (Kelly’s 1913). David, aged 12 living in Newport IoW (1901 Census). The 1915 Electoral Roll places him at 18 White Hart Road. He married Nellie Esther Webb in 1909. They had four children, Nellie (b. 1910), Albert (b. 1911), Hilda (b. 1914) and David (b. 1916).
J. J. V. WALDRON. The CWGC lists 17 men named J Waldron and none with the initials ‘JJV’. The Army List identifies James John Victor Waldron, Private (No. 41755), Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers who died on 10/08/1917 aged 19 years. He is buried in the Brandhoek New Military Cemetery, Ieper, Belgium. He is remembered on the Cenotaph and was the son of Samuel and Ellen Waldron, of 91 St Thomas’s St., Portsmouth. A commemoration in the Evening News says simply he “died of wounds”.
J. J. WELCH. The CWGC lists 64 men so named but only one has a close connection to Portsmouth. He is James John Welch, Colour Serjeant (No. PO/12543), Royal Marine Light Infantry (Portsmouth Divn.) who died on 28/07/1915 aged 27 years. He is buried at the Alexandria (Chatby) Military Cemetery and named on the Cenotaph. He was the son of Kate Welch, of 19, Carlyle Rd., Gosport, Hants, and the late William Welch. He was born in Portsmouth. His name does not appear on the first Parish Magazine list but does on the second. The Parish Magazine of Sept. 1918 reports that he “Died of wounds at Alexandria, Colour-Sergeant J.J. Welch, R.M.L.I. (and formerly a member of our 

Choir).”
J. L. WELLESLEY-MILLER. The CWGC identifies this man as John Leslie Wellesley-Miller, 2nd Lt. The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) who died on 15/09/1916 aged 18 years. He is buried in the Guillemont Road Cemetery, Guillemont, but is remembered on no other WW1 Memorial in Portsmouth apart from the Cathedral Cross. He was the son of Edith Wellesley-Miller, of "Hadley Dene," 24, Bedfordwell Rd., Eastbourne, and the late A. Wellesley-Miller. A contributor to the Great War Forum (user name Michael) supplied the following additional information. John was born in France in 1897 to Arthur (a chartered accountant) and Edith Maude Wellesley Miller. He was a pupil of Temple Grove, East Sheen, Eastbourne and Malvern College where he was a Private in the OTC. He applied to join the Buffs and passed the army entrance examination in Feb 1915, being 75th in the order of merit. By now his father was deceased and he was living at Gladstone House, Clarence Parade, Southsea. He was killed in action at about 06:30 on 15/9/1916 in front of Loos Wood. He was buried 500yds east of Guillemont. The Buffs Collection has a brooch made from one of his collar dogs, along with his photograph.
J. M. WHETTEM. The CWGC identifies this man as James Main Whettem, Rifleman (No. 552199), London Regiment (Queen's Westminster Rifles) who died on 08/12/1917 aged 36 years. He is buried in the Jerusalem War Cemetery and is named on the Cenotaph. He was the son of John and Mary Whettem, of 82, St. Thomas St., Portsmouth. He was not mentioned on either Parish Magazine list.
A. T. H. WHYMARK. The CWGC lists only one man named Whymark with the initial ‘A’, but he had no obvious connection to Portsmouth and nor does any other man named Whymark. The Cenotaph includes the name A.T. Whymark. The Army List includes a man named Thomas Whymark who appears in the CGWC list as Sapper (No. 491382) of the Royal Engineers and who died
 on17/08/1917 aged 31 years. This Whymark is shown to have lived in Dundee but had been born in Portsmouth. The CWGC record for Thomas shows he was 31 years old when he died, making his date of birth around 1886 and there is a record of an Anthony Thomas H Whymark being born in Portsea in 1885. This name carries forward to the 1891 Census as Thomas where he appears living with his parents Alfred and Mary Whymark  of 5 Oyster St. (Globe Inn), Old Portsmouth. He is buried in Brandhock New Military Cemetery No.3, Ieper, Belgium. He was not mentioned on either Parish Magazine list. Kelly’s (1913) lists an Alfred Whymark living in lodgings at 48 Oyster St. A family commemoration in the Evening News refers to him as Tom.
F. W. WOODS. The CWGC lists 45 men named Woods with initial ‘F’ and 4 with initials ‘FW’. Two of them are recorded as being “native of Petersfield”, but only one shows a closer relationship to Portsmouth. He was Frederick William Woods, Lieutenant, Dorsetshire Regiment
 who died on 28/08/1918 aged 37 years and is buried in Bulls Road Cemetery, Flers
. He is also mentioned on the Cenotaph. The 1881 and 1891 Censuses show him living in Petersfield with his parents Henry and Rosina Maria Woods, but by the time of the 1901 Census, they had moved to 24 Lombard St., Old Portsmouth. Their address for the CWGC record was 78 St Vincent St. Southsea. He was also the husband of the late Ethel Annie Aldridge Woods. His death was remembered in the October edition of the Parish Magazine. From The Evening News – “WOODS. On Aug. 26th. 1918, Killed in action in France, F.W.Woods, Lieut., Dorset Regt, formerly Hants Regiment, the dearly loved and devoted husband of E.A.Wood, Stoner, Milton Rd., Portsmouth. and ever affectionate son of Mr. & Mrs. Henry Woods, 78, Vincent Street, Southsea, only brother of Lieut W.H. & Mrs. Woods, of Long Eaton, Notts.   Deeply lamented by all.”
R. T. M. WYLLIE. The CWGC identify this man as Robert Theodore Morrison Wyllie Private
(No. 2168), London Regiment (London Scottish) who died on 01/11/1914 aged 26 years. There is a memorial to him in Portsmouth Cathedral & he is listed on the Menin Gate. He was the son of the famous marine artist William Lionel Wyllie and Marion Amy Wyllie, of Tower House, Portsmouth. His name does not appear on the Cenotaph.
W. T. WYLLIE. The CWGC identify this man as William Thomas Wyllie, Captain, Durham Light Infantry
who died on 19/07/1916 aged 34 years. There is a memorial to him in Portsmouth Cathedral. He is buried in Dantzig Alley British Cemetery and was the son of the famous marine artist William Lionel Wyllie and Marian Amy Wyllie and  husband of Mary Wyllie, of "Montauban," Purbrook Park, Hants. He was born in London.
A. E. YOUNG. The CWGC is identified as Alfred Edgar Young, Private (No. 19216), Hampshire Regiment
who died on 24/04/1918 aged 34 years. He is buried in Lapugnoy Military Cemetery, Pas De Calais.  and appears (as Young A.) on the Cenotaph. He was married to Elizabeth Young, of 12, Bramble Rd., Southsea.
 In the 1901 Census he is shown as being the son of James and Mary Young, of 34 White Hart Road, Old Portsmouth. The National Roll (p395) contains the following citation under his name, “He volunteered in July 1915 and in the May of the following year was sent to France, where he took part in numerous engagements, including those on the Somme where he was severely wounded, and at Arras and Cambrai. Later he was again severely wounded near Arras on April 23rd 1918 and on the following day succumbed to his injuries. He was entitled to the General Service and Victory medals.
ALSO
V. BARRY.  (On both Parish Magazine lists but not currently on the Cross).  The CWGC lists only one man by this name. He is Victor Barry, Sergeant (No. 3/4647), Hampshire Regiment who died on 25/09/1915 aged 44 years. He is buried at Embarkation Pier Cemetery, Turkey and is named on the Cenotaph. The 1891 Census shows him to be the son of the late James Barry and Augusta Barry, 1 Penny Street.
A.J. BEVIS. (On both Parish Magazine lists, as Albert John and A.J., but not currently on the Cross). The CWGC list only one man by this name. He is Albert John Bevis, Gunner (No. 13514), Royal Marine Artillery, HMS King George who died on 01/01/1919 aged 23 years. He is buried in Highland Road Cemetery, Portsmouth and is named on the Cenotaph. He was the son of Albert and Ellen Bevis; husband of Mary Ann Patience Bevis, of 111A St. Thomas's St., Portsmouth. Born at Portsmouth. His death was remembered in the February 1919 edition of the Parish Magazine and he was almost certainly the son of a churchwarden at St. Thomas’s who was also named Albert.
Cemeteries mentioned above

Aveluy Wood Cemetery, Mesnil-Martinsart

Bagneux British Cemetery, Gezaincourt

Sains-Le-Marquions Cemetery, Pas de Calais

Bethune Town Cemetery, Pas De Calais

Crucifix Corner Cemetery, Villers Bretonneux

Ancre British Cemetery, Beaumont-Hamel

Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont-St Eloi

Bucquoy Communal Cemetery,  Pas De Calais

Becourt Military Cemetery, Becordel-Becourt

Motor Car Corner Cemetery, Hainaut, Belgium

Belgian Battery Corner Cemetery, Ieper, Belgium

Mont Huon Military Cemetery, Le Treport 

R.E. Farm Cemetery, Heuvelland, Belgium

Strand Military Cemetery

St Aubert British Cemetery 

Avesnes-le-Comte Communal Cemetery

Pigeon Ravine Cemetery, Epehy 

Bleuet Farm Cemetery, Ieper, Belgium

Voormezeele Enclosures at Ieper, Belgium

Beuvry Communal Cemetery Extension, Pas De Calais

Potijze Chateau Wood Cemetery, Ieper, Belgium

Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, Belgium

St Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen 

Dernancourt Communal Cemetery, the Somme

Talana Farm Cemetery, Ieper, Belgium

Brandhoek New Military Cemetery, Ieper, Belgium

Guillemont Road Cemetery, Guillemont

Bulls Road Cemetery, Flers

Dantzig Alley British Cemetery 

Lapugnoy Military Cemetery, Pas De Calais


European Memorials mentioned above

Arras Memorial

Loos Memorial

Pozieres Memorial 

Tyne Cot Memorial

Thiepval Memorial

Soissons Memorial

Le Touret Memorial, Pas De Calais

Menin Gate


Index of Source Material

1) The list of names nominated to appear on the Memorial as published in the St Thomas’s Parish Magazine in August 1919.  This list was derived from a Church War Roll which was previously available to the public and allowed them to write in the names of their relatives/friends who served in the armed forces and had lost their lives during the Great War. The Vicar at the time became concerned that several of the names appeared to have no connection to St Thomas’s and so withdrew the Roll and replaced it with this list which provided the full names of those who were known to be Parishioners or “connected with the Parish” and a separate list of those not able to be identified.  [Abbr. PM1]

2) The list of names nominated to appear on the Memorial as published in the St Thomas’s Parish Magazine in November 1919. This was an updated list based on that published in the August edition of the Magazine. This time the list gave only the initials of most of the nominees and contained no second section of unidentified names. The Vicar concluded the list by stating that if no amendments to this list were received by December 1st then it would be deemed closed and those would be the names inscribed on the memorial. [Abbr. PM2]

3) The list of names identified as being inscribed upon the 7 panels of the WW1 Memorial by Tim Backhouse in December 2006 and displayed on his website www.memorials.inportsmouth.co.uk. This list records the transcription on the memorial exactly as written and is thought to be 100% accurate despite the very poor condition of some of the panels.

4) The Commonwealth War Graves Commission website at www.cwgc.org. The CWGC database reputedly holds the names of every Commonwealth serviceperson who lost their lives in the Great War but there remain many controversial entries and omissions. For the purposes of this project we shall assume that all the names have been recorded by the CWGC but that they may not be accurate or complete. [Abbr. CWGC]

4. Portsmouth and the Great War by Gates. [Abbr. PGW]

5. The National Roll of the Great War, Vol. X (Portsmouth) [Abbr. NR with page no.]

6. Find My Past website at www.findmypast.com incorporating the Censuses from 1841 to 1901. [Abbr. 1841c, 1851c, 1861c……..]

7. The Guildhall Cenotaph and other Portsmouth War Memorials

8. Electoral Registers

9. Rate Books

Notes on Source Materials
The CWGC record reputedly holds the name of every commonwealth serviceman who lost their life in the Great War but there remain disputes in many instances. For the purposes of this project we shall assume that all the names have been recorded by the CWGC but that first names may not be accurate or complete.

None of the sources mentioned above can be considered definitive. Where appropriate, the researchers will give an opinion as to the reliability of relevant material but this should be treated cautiously. 

PREVIOUS PARISH MAGAZINE LISTS

January 1917

 

Percy John Aspinall

Frederick Stewart Aspinall

Reginald Clarence Aspinall

Alexander George Bain

F. Baker

Victor Barry

Frank Seymour Bradshaaw

William Henry Clarke

John William Clarke

Henry Clay

Frank Cottrell

Herbert William Couch

Thomas Currie

Thomas Gilligan

Charles George Hawkins

William John Henwood

William Alfred Jinman

Thomas Henry Kitchingham

Douglas B. Lee

Frank Locke

Joseph Marks

Stanley Meades

Arthur Louis Leopold Mear

Stephen Medlicott

Hugh Middleton

Frederick Lawrence Mitchell

George Moore

Arthur William Morey

Gordon C.A. Nelder

George Clarke Richards

George Brook Robinson

William Henry Roy

Robert Shepherd

Walter John Thomas Sperring

James F. Sutcliffe

John Leslie Wellesley-Miller

Robert Theodore Morrison Wyllie

William Thomas Wyllie

December 1917

 

Horace Robert Brown

Thomas Burnett

Joseph Craven

Thomas Earl

John George Giles

Alfred James Huggett

James Kanavan

William Edward Kent

Frederick Merritt

Albert Petracca

William Henry Pickets

William J. Reynold

Albert Roles

Robert Cunningham Slade-Baker

William Edward Stone

Vivian Archibald Sykes

John Tait

David Underdown

James John Victor Waldron


November 1918

             T. Adams                   Malley

              P. J. Aspinall            J. Marks

              F. S. Aspinall            S. Meade

              R. C. Aspinall            A.L.i L. \lea

              A. G. Bain                W. W. Melville

              V. Barry                  F. Merritt 

              N. D. Bayley, M.C.F. L. Mitchell

              T. G. Beech               G. Moore

              A. J. Bevis               H. C. Moore

          T. A. C. Brabazon        A. W. Morey

                S. Bradshaw             F. M. A. Nelder

              H. R. Brown               G. C. A. Nelder

              T. Burnett                A. North

              H. Clay                   A. J. Pannell  

              F. Cottrell               A. Petracca

              H. W. Couch               W. H. Picketts

              J. Craven                 W. F. Reynolds

              T. Currie                 G. C. Richards

              W. B. Dicks               A. Roles

              1'. Earl                  W. H. Roy

              J. Forster                C. E. Sawyer

              W. Francis                R. Shepherd

              J. G. Giles               R. C. Slade-Baker

              T. Gilligan               W. J. T. Sperring

              W. A. Gillingham, M   W. E. Stone

              A. Gillingham             J. F, Sutcliffe 

              A. G. Gillman, M.C.V. A. Sykes

              R. L. Gooch               J. Tait

              C. a Hawkins              A. E. Tilley, 1

              W. T. Henwood             R. H. Turner

              J. W. Hudson              D. Underdown

              A. J. Huggett             J. J. V. Waldron

              H. P. Innes               J. J. Welch

              J. Kanavan                J. L. Wellesley-Miller

              W. E. Kent                F. W. Woods

              C. Kitchingham            R. T. M. Wyllie    I  „on.

              T. H. Kitchingham         W. T. Wyllie

              H. C. S. Loader           Alfred Edgar Young 

               F. Locke

             N.B.—If no additions or corrections reach the Vicar by December 1st 

                     it Suitt be assumed that tins list is complete.

Post on the Great War Forum


Hello Everyone

Some of the Old Sweats have suggested that I describe some of my experiences to date on the project to restore the WW1 Memorial at Portsmouth Cathedral. I am more than happy to do so.

It started a couple of months ago. I received an e-mail from one of the administrators at the local Cathedral in Portsmouth, Hampshire asking if I could identify the names on their WW1 Memorial Cross which had become very badly eroded in the salt laden air (it’s only 200 yards from the open sea). Their intention was to arrange for the re-cutting of the names as part of a general restoration of the Memorial.

The reason they chose to ask me is that over the past five years I’ve been assembling a website at www.memorials.inportsmouth.co.uk on which I’m posting research into all the names that appear on memorials in Portsmouth. The site now has over 900 pages of information and I guess this has transformed me into some sort of expert. 

I started with two incomplete lists. The first was that on my website. It had been derived from a visual examination of the Memorial a number of years ago but because the erosion was quite advanced at that time a substantial number of the names were missing or incomplete. The second was a list provided to me by the Cathedral authorities which was a photocopy from their Parish Magazine of November 1919 (it was still the Parish of St Thomas at that time as Portsmouth had not then been awarded City status). It was immediately apparent that the Parish list did not contain 6 of the names that appeared on the website list and that there were a further 2 names that seemed to have changed.

I was particularly fortunate in that the differences between the lists occurred mostly at opposite ends of the alphabet, the second list having almost all the names missing from the first list. From the two lists therefore I was able to quickly re-construct one definitive list which I took back to the Memorial itself and compared it to the original.

The names on the memorial are inscribed on 7 rectangular plaques around the base (an eighth is inscribed with a general dedication). The names are strictly alphabetical in order (but see below) and there was just enough discernable of each to be sure that the new list coincided exactly with the original. Well almost! As mentioned above, 2 of the names were in their correct alphabetical position, and although similar were clearly not the same names.

It was at this point that it occurred to me that the names carved on the side of the Memorial that faced the Cathedral (and so less exposed) were far more eroded than than the rest, when I would have expected exactly the opposite. I then realised that the memorial had to have been restored once before, apparently unbeknown to the current Cathedral authorities. I subsequently checked with colleagues who had lived in the area for many years and there was a concensus that some form of restoration had indeed taken place in the 1950s or 60s.

From this I concluded that at the time the decision was made to re-cut the names the erosion on the side facing the Cathedral was not deemed severe enough to warrant re-cutting the names on that side. So only those on the more exposed side were re-cut. I surmised that if the names on that side had been very badly eroded it may not have been possible to read some of them and that the authorities would have had to consult records of the men from the Parish whose names would have been eligible to have been included and, using the strict alphabetical nature of the list determined what the missing names were. But in two cases they were wrong.
[The above conclusions were proved incorrect in September 2007 when Plaque No. 4 became displaced to reveal an earlier plaque with the same names cut into it]
On the 1919 Parish List the names of V.Barry and A.J.Bevis are seen, but in the places they would have occupied alphabetically are now cut the names of H.Bain and A.J.Bates (the latter being slightly displaced as it is preceded by N.D.Bayley and T.G.Beech). The similarity between the names is obvious, so it seems probable that the authorities were able to discern some, but not all of the letters.

At this point I am able to advise my contacts at the Cathedral that they actually had 83 names but only 81 places to cut them (if they stuck to the same layout of names). The sensible conclusion would surely be to find some way of including all 83, but that is not my decision.

Having reached the point of being 100% certain that I had all the names, a colleague and myself started to find out just who were the men named on the memorial and what was the historical evidence that led to these 81 (83) names being inscribed when there had to be hundreds of eligible names.

The first point we noted was that the memorial was dedicated on 28th November 1920, but that the list of names was finalised perhaps as early as December 1919. This is very early compared for instance to the main City Cenotaph for which the collection of names continued until 1921/22, which is roughly the same time scale adopted by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Given the chaos (and ‘flu) that was prevalent during the immediate aftermath of the Great War, it is hardly surprising that some eligible names are missing.

The second point is that, as mentioned earlier, Portsmouth was not made a Cathedral City until 1927. Thus St Thomas’s Church still had a relatively small parish which consisted of very little more than the area covered by the old fortified town.

A third point is that the list from the Parish Magazine of November 1919 was not the first. There were in fact four lists beginning in January 1917. The third published in August 1919 is headed with the words “Names of Parishioners and of others connected with the Parish who are known to have died for their country”. This obviously meant that non-parishioners names may appear on the memorial, a feature that was bound to complicate matters.

The process of identification that followed will be familiar to most readers. To date we have positive IDs for 71 of the names (including one Canadian and one New Zealander). In 5 cases, we are 95-100% certain we have the correct person but have been unable to establish a solid connection (such as an address) with Portsmouth; in 2 cases we are only 75% sure we have the right person, but if we are correct then we already have the Portsmouth link and 5 cases in which we have been unable to draw any conclusions.

We are confident that our researches will soon confirm the identities of the first 5 of the outstanding names. The others are:-
W. FRANCIS, Lance Serjeant, Hampshire Regiment

George POWELL, Private, Worcestershire Regiment

and:-

T. ADAMS

H. BAIN

Thomas GILLIGAN

Frederick MERRITT

W. PARHAM

As a by-product of our research we have identified four living descendants of men named on the memorial. They will all be invited to the re-dedication.

I trust that the progress of this project to date will be of interest to readers.

E-mail to Tom Morton 30/01/07
Tom

Another very interesting morning in the Memorial project.

I woke up this morning with the feeling that something was wrong about the way I was interpreting the erosion on the memorial. I was thinking that if it had always been where it is now sited then it would have been behind the houses/shops that stood between the Cathedral and the High Street for most of the first half of the 20C. This would have meant that it would have been well protected from the worst of the weather.

I went down there this morning and measured the distance between the memorial and the pavement - it's under 20 feet, which is not enough to accommodate the size of house we know was there. So I went to the Record Office and checked the largest scale map of the area they have for the year 1933 and it shows the memorial about 50 ft further west than it is currently sited. The position it occupied was on the corner of the High Street and what was then Church Lane and there were no houses in front of it. This meant it was open to the full effects of the weather.

So, if your restoration is to be completely faithful to the original memorial you'll have to move it back those 50ft. I suspect that you would rather not do that, but it's original location should be recorded as none of the histories I have seen make any mention of it being moved.

Best wishes

Tim

E-mails
Hello Cynthia

It seems ages since I last wrote to you. I trust you are well. I've been concentrating on the war graves all summer so haven't done much else, except when someone's sent me new biographical details.

I've now been asked by Tom Morton at Portsmouth Cathedral to check a list of names that appeared in the parish magazine in November 1919. The article said that these were the men of the parish who gave their lives in WW1 and who were to be commemorated on the new memorial cross outside the cathedral. It also welcomed any additions to the list and I was able to point out five names not on the list but which we have been able to decipher from the transcriptions on the memorial.

The reason Tom wants my help is that he is proposing to raise enough money to restore the memorial in time for the 90th anniversary of the end of the war in 2008.

I've suggested to Tom that we compile a Book of Remembrance and include in it whatever research material we can find out about each man. It was only then that I appreciated just how difficult this was going to be. Some of the names don't even appear on the CWGC website and many that probably do, have such common names and we have so little to go on it's impossible to identify them accurately.

About 60% of the names also appear on the Cenotaph and I recall seeing the original document that was used to collate the names on it. Do you know where that might be? Do you have any suggestions about how we could realistically go about seeking further information, given that the first name is just ADAMS T. - nothing else.

Best wishes

Tim

9 Nov 2006

[The following are the surviving e-mails, mostly from Cynthia to Tim]
Tim

A.J. Petracca:   Born:  PETRACCA  Joseph Antonio    Portsea     2b. 493

 

1901 Census:

17 Broad St.

 

Antonia Petracca      mar.    46      Confectioner. Shopkeeper.  Born Italy. British Subject

                                                                                                    Naturalized

Josephine   "                      43                                                    Portsmouth

Joseph       "                      20       Music teacher                           "

Marie         "                      16       Corset maker stays                   "

Thomas     "                       15                                                      "     Cripple

Caroline     "                       13                                                      "

Lily            "                        5                                                      "

 

"Old Portsmouth and Spice Islan Memories"     W.E.A.

here is Rowe's Alley

     57   J. Petracca.    Hair dresser

    59-61   Later Reflex Photo Works  (I had my first camera from them)

    65    Uinion Tavern   I think now called Spice Islander????

 

"or Joe Petracca, lead violin, and friends from the Army Band giving their regualar Wednesday Bash 

upstairs above the Point barber shop."     (about music at Point)

Memories of Edith Plummer (nee Monk).   

 

Notice - mention of Army friends - was he a Territorial.

 

Why interred in Ryde?

 

Information - so far.    

Cynthia 

10/11/06

Tim

I think we may have to go back to the drawing board again with A.J. Petracca.

I have rung the descendant of the family this evening.  He is still very enthusiastic about knowing about his family -but his knowlege is rather limited.  I rang him to ask if his name could be passed on to the Cathedral.  No problem -quite delighted:

 

        Brian Petracca

        (Contact details removed)

 

Then I gave him information I had found from the 1881 census.  And then I said that I would like to ask him about the information I had found on what has changed to "findmypast" which used to be "1837online.com".   From "Soldiers died in the Great War"

 

Now this confused me - it gave the name as Albert John  and I was expecting it to be Antonio Joseph.     No - it was Albert John.   Who I asked could be A.J.    Then he said that there had been a great uncle Bertie - at least he seemed to think so.   

I checked the 1891 census with him - and there was a Bertie - so suggested that was the family name for Albert.    This might be possible.   Back to Births.  Bertie had been 8 years old in 1891.   

And lo and behold there was a John Herbert born in Portsea in 1884.

Herbert - Bertie.    Was he always called Bertie (not Herbert) and the records quite reasonably thought he was called Albert?  What lad would want to be called Herbert?

 

I THINK that this could be correct.   Over to you.    

Cynthia 

14/11/06

Tim

In the 1901 Census  Antonio (aged 46) had a son, Joseph, aged 20.  (Also 3 girls and a boy, Thomas)

 

I then looked up the birth of Joseph and found that he was named Joseph Antonio and was born in Portsea in 1880(3).

 

Therefore I was sure that A.J. was our man. That he was the one on the memorial

 

Findmypast (used to be 1837online until the beginning of the month) gave me the following information:-

        Soldier details

        Name:     Petracca Albert John

        Regiment etc.   Royal Army Service Corps.

        Surname    Petracca

        Forenames    Albert John

        Initials    A.J.

        Birthplace    St. Thomas, Hants

        Enlisted  Portsmouth

        Residence  Portsmouth

        Rank    Sergt.

        Number T/16178

        Date died.   01 March 1917

        How died        Died

        Theatre of war.     Home.

        Supplementary Notes        ----

               Soldiers Died in the Great War database  

                Copyright: Naval and Military Press Ltd.  1006

 

This is the official site for births, deaths and marriages  and now has a number of other sections.

 

Right  -   having seen the above I needed to find Albert John and this is where I asked his 

descendent.    He then said that he had heard of a 'Bertie'

 

            Albert    ----  Bertie         possible.

 

1891 Census

 

Antonia has this usual large family:-

 

        Joseph is aged 10

        Bertie is aged 8

By the 1901 census he would have been 18 and could probably have left home.  I have not looked for this yet.

 

Now to check for the birth of Bertie (Albert)

 

I discovered the following:  Petracca:  John Herbert   Born 1882

 

Now the John could be correct.   Now where do we get the Albert?

He was obviously known as Bertie - (Census)   

Perhaps he kept quiet about the name 'Herbert'   I would not blame him.  Probably somebody filling in a form took it for granted that he should be called Albert.   I really do not know.

 

I have not found him in the 1901 census.

I have not found his death before that date.

I have not found a marriage.

 

My only suggestion is that I check Kelly's Directory next time I go to Records and see if I can find 

Joseph after the war  - if so it was probably Bertie.

 

Are you still confused.   So am I.   

 

 

Why did you start this project?

 

I have looked up a few things.

 

By the way - Diana could not do much to help.  She only seemed to know about the Church magazine that you have seen.  Also suggested looking in Kellys if you have more than one person of the same name - after the war (as above) to eliminate names.

And the other thing was to check the National Roll of names.   Now I have a copy of this and have been through it this evening and have found a dozen or so names that seem to fit and a few that are possible.   Quite useful information.   I have copied them out.

 

Last evening I became interested in the ships that were  mentioned and went looking at their history e.g. Black Prince, Invincible etc.  and found that some people had a date death the same as the day that the vessel was sunk  e.g. Jutland.  

 

Keep trying.    

Cynthia

15/11/06

Hello Tim.   I have decided that this is such a large project that I must get myself organised.

So I have prepared a file with each name, and the details already given to me, each on a separate 

sheet.  And then I can also include copies of the information I discover for your later investigation.  (I 

am sure you will want to check on anything I think I have found).

I will keep you up-to-date with my research and send you e-mails of any discoveries (and I have a 

few to start with).   At the moment it is only the Army that I have found listed - the Navy still to be 

found.   You, obviously know about that.

At the end of the project (or at least all I can find) you can have the file for your investigation - just in 

case I have got something completely wrong.

Please, please not the Petracca family.

 

This one seems hopeful.

 

HUDSON  James William

Hampshire Regiment    15th (Service) Battalion

Private       No. 20612

Birthplace:   Portsmouth

Enlisted:   Portsmouth 

Residence: Landport, Hants.

Died:   15 September, 1916.    Killed in Action

Theatre of War.   France and Flanders.

 

1901 Census.

10, Camber Alley. Old Portsmouth

George H. Hudson.       37.    Fisherman. own account.   Born Portsmouth

Hester M.                    32

6 children - all born in Portsmouth including

William J.       aged 5

 

Therefore definitely in the Parish of St. Thomas.

I know he is written William J. rather than J.W. but I still think this is possible.

Cynthia

16/11/06

Tim

GEORGE POWELL          This is possible

 

Worcestershire Regiment.  2nd Battalion

Private   

No. 44295

Birthplace: Portsmouth

Enlisted:  Portsmouth    

Died: 29 September 1918

Killed in action          

Theatre of War.    France and Flanders.

Formerly 144400, Hants Reg.

 

As he had been formerly in the Hants Reg. he could be a little older than many  ???

 

I can find 7-8 or more people called George Powell who could be the correct age - but not one can I find in the St. Thomas parish  - or even very near.

Cynthia

16/11/06

Cynthia

That sounds very sensible. I hadn't thought that there would be so much work involved and now I'm feeling a bit guilty about taking up so much of your time. Luckily there's no pressure of time.

I don't really have the time or resources to check your work other than to ensure there are no inconsistencies. For example, in the Hudson details below, he is firstly listed as being a resident of Landport whereas you suggest that he could have been living at Camber Alley, Old Portsmouth. Obviously the family could have been living in Old Portsmouth in 1901 but by the time that WJ (or JW) enlisted he could have been living in Landport but I'm concerned that as yet we have no evidence for this and given that there is the different order of very common forenames, I think the Old Portsmouth connection remains on the "possible" list.

I would like to be kept informed as you discover details of each man rather than have it all in one go, but we will have to prepare a document explaining all our research to the Cathedral eventually and your file will then come into it's own.

Best wishes

Tim

16/11/06

Hello.   I quite agree that there are going to be difficulties in the records.  Generally they would have been young lads in 19001 - I do wish we could get the 1911 Census.   In the following years until 1914 their circumstances are very likely to have changed.  People seemed to move more often then - from one rented accommodation to another.  Generally people could not afford to buy a house and live in it for life.  I expect quite a few of them had married by the War - and so had left the family.   We are going to find numerous difficulties. I am sending out any information for you to pull holes in.  Believe you me I also want this to be absolutely correct - and I shall not have hysterics if you doubt about anything I find. Between us I hope we get to the truth.  But in some cases this is very unlikely.  There must be descendents of these men somewhere - at least I hope so - would it be a good idea for Tom Morton to make a public appeal for relatives to contact him?

 

Here is another one for you to think about.

 

A.ROLES

National Roll.   Page 196

ROLES A.E.    Private.   14th. Hampshire Reg.

He volunteered in Feb. 1915, and after a period of training was eventually drafted to France in April 1916.   He took part in the Battle of the Somme, where he was wounded in action, Arras and Passchendaele.   On Sept. 16th. 1917, he laid down his life for King and Country, and was entitled to the General Service and Victory Medals.50, High St. Portsmouth.

 

ROLES,  ALBERT EDWARD

Regiment: Hampshire Regiment        14th. (Service) Battalion

Birthplace:  Portsmouth

Enlisted: Portsmouth

Residence:  - - - 

Rank:  Private       No. 15471

Died:  15 September 1917    Killed in action

Theatre of war:   France and Flanders.

 

These seem to connect.  Again the problem - I cannot find him in 1901 although there is an address at a later stage.  I must find out when the book was published.     

 

I have just had an e-mail from a friend - could I do her family history for her.   I have told here that she must join the queue.    I do not get time to be bored.    Cynthia.

 

Just checked the book - no date for publication - but it says that my father was still in the Navy in 1920.  So it must be a few years after that. Yes - people could have moved on after the War.  Addresses may not be much help.

Don't bother to answer every piece of information I get.  I normally will only have one person to an e-mail.  It would be easier for your filing system.

Cynthia

16/11/06

J. TAIT

 

Nat. Roll.  Page 225

TAIT J.J.    Private    13th. Bedfordshire Rag. and Labour Corps

He was called from the Reserve at outbreak of war in August 1914 and was retained on special duties at various stations in England, where he was engaged on the loading and unloading of ships with timber. He unfortunately died suddenly at Croyden on October 15th, 1917, after rendering valuable services.80, Highbury Street, Portsmouth.

 

 

JOHN JAMES TAIT

Regiment: Bedfordshire Regiment.      13th. (T.W.) Battalion

Birthplace: Portsmouth

Enlisted: Portsmouth

Residence: Portsmouth

Rank: Private

No.   34572

Died:   15 Oct. 1917

How died:    Died

Theatre of war:    Home.

     Formerly 32340, Worcs Regt.

 

1901 Census

70 Highbury St.  Portsmouth.

 

Edward Tait.      Widower   aged 49     Waterman  barge

Edward   "          Son                 24            "

Alice      "  Dau, in law               25

Arthur    "          Brother             33            "

Arthur    "          Son                   18   Butcher's Assist.

JOHN    "          Son                   17    General labourer

Lily       "          Dau.                   11

Alfred   "           Son                    10

Albert G.          Son                      8.

 

Note the house number is different - but people would move down the road if it was a better house or cheaper.

 

On seeing that Edward Tait was a widower I decided to find the late wife's name in the 1891 Census.  The whole family seems to have disappeared from the face of the earth - but they must have been around after the war to put the notice in th Nat. Roll book.  A mystery

 

Enough for today - Farewell          Cynthia

16/11/06

I think this one is a good posibility - but I also have an alternative.

 

FRANK COTTRELL

Royal Corps of Engineers

Birthplace - Portsea

Enlisted - Gosport

Residence   - - - 

Rank:   SPR  (Sapper?)

No.   9457

Date died:   25 September 1915

                  Killed in action

Theatre of war:  France and Flanders.

Supplementary Notes:  (23rd Field Coy., R.E.)

 

Cottrell was a well-known name in Old Portsmouth.

 

I have found a family living in Old Portsmouth in 1901

 

3, East Street,   Old Portsmouth

Father:  Henry Cottrell        Mariner

Mother:  Ann

 

5 children including Frank Cottrell aged 16 a Boat Builder Apprentice.

All born in Portsmouth - but the above says Portsea???

 

I did look at marriages but could not find one for Frank - although he would have been about 30 years in 1914.

 

In the family were three grandchildren - one aged 11 had been born in London

He was named as Frederick Cottrell.

 

To make life difficult I have also found the following:-

 

FREDERICK COTTRELL

Rifle Brigade (The Prince Consort's Own)   12th Battalion

Birthplace: Limehouse, Essex

Enlisted: Stratford

Residence: Stratford, Essex

Rank: Rifleman

No. S/21570

Date died: 7 October, 1916

                Killed in action

Theatre of War: France and Flanders

 

Could this be the one found in Portsmouth 1901 Census.

 

As it is a Portsmouth memorial I think that FRANK if the more likely.

 

Over to you now.

 

Cynthia

17/11/06

WILLIAM BENJAMIN DICKS

 

Bedfordshire Regiment   2nd. Battalion

Birthplace:  Portsmouth

Enlisted: Dover

Residence: Portsmouth

Rank: Private

No. 33184

Died:  1 July, 1918

         Killed in action

        France and Flanders.

 

In the 1901 census there was a William Dicks living in Old Portsmouth (No. 7 Carvers? Court) with his grandmother Elizabeth McCormack.He was aged 3.

 

Possible?  I see that you had 2 likely names from the CWGC -perhaps the age will fit one of them.

Cynthia

17/11/06

JOHN GEORGE GILES

 

Hampshire Regiment,  2nd. Battalion

Birthplace, Portsmouth

Enlisted: Portsmouth

Residence:  Portsea Hants.

Rank: Private 

No. 34225

Date died: 16 August 1917

Died:   Killed in action

        France and Flanders
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GILES,   J.G.   Private, 1st Hants. Reg.

He volunteered in August 1914, and afterwards proceeded to France where he took part in many 

important engagements.  He was unfortunately killed in action at Loos on August 16th. 1915, and was entitled to the 1914 Star, and the General Service and Victory Medals.

2, Hay St.   Portsea.

 

1901 Census

7, Oyster St.   

Father: William Giles   49   Dealer (General) Shop.  Employer.  Born: Portsmouth

Mother: Eliza       "       49  

 

7 Children aged from 23 - 6 years.

 

JOHN  aged 16    Labourer, general.   Born: Portsmouth.

 

(Just interest  -  the 21 year old daughter was a Mangler (Clothes wash)  Own account and worked at home.   This is different and new to me.)

ARTHUR LOUIS MEAR

Dorsetshire Reg.   1st. Battalion

Birthplace: Portsea, Hants

Enlisted: Portsmouth

Residence - - - -

Rank: Private

No.   3/6347    

Died:   13 October 1914    

          Killed in action

          France and Flanders.

 

1901 Census   Living in Portsea at 10, Sun St. Portsea.

 

Father:   William J. Mear     39    Marine Fireman?   Born Portsmouth

Mother:  Alice           "         40                                Born Southampton

       Arthur L. Mear    aged 9      Born Portsmouth
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MEAR  A.L.    Private, Dorsetshire Regiment

He was modbilised at the outbreak of hostilities and was almost immediately drafted to France where he took part in the Retreat from Mons.  He died gloriously on the field of battle at La Bassee on October, 1914, and was entitled to the Mons Star and the General Service and Victory Medals. 

64, Timpson Rd. Landport. 

I think ALBERT THOMAS NORTH
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NORTH, A.T.   Private, 2nd Bn. Wiltshire Regt.

He joined in November 1916, and after completing his training was retained on special duties in England.  In July 1918 he sailed for France, and suring the fierce fighting at Cambrai was killed in action on October 19th. 1918.  He was entitled to the General Service and Victory Medals. 86, Frederick St. Portsea. 

 

North, Albert Thomas

Duke of Edinburgh's (Wiltshire Regiment)   2nd. Battalion

Birthplace:    Portsmouth

Enlisted: Portsmouth

Residence: Portsmouth

Rank:  Private

No.   47900    

Date died: 19 October, 1918

Theatre of war:    France and Flanders

Supplementary Notes:  Formerly 6020, Hampshire Regiment.

 

This fits so far.

 

1901 Census      10 Oyster St.

Albert W. North    43.     Coal carman     Born N. Warnbrough

Maria        "         40                                      Kent, Waltham

Albert T.    "         18..    Bottlewasher             Portsmouth

5 more children.

 

Note:   He lived next door to Thomas BURNETT    aged 15

W.H. PIcketts    -    WILLIAM hENRY PICKETTS

 

Your notes suggested he was possibly W. Pickets.

I found the following:-

 

WILLIAM PICKETS

 

Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regt.)  8th Battalion

Born: Portsmouth, Hants

Enlisted: Portsmouth, Hants

Residence:  Portsmouth

Rank:  Private

No.   21063    

Died:  1.3.1917

        France and Flanders

 

Census 1901

I had trouble finding W.Pickets but found W.H. Picketts in Portsmouth

11 Penny St.   Old Portsmouth

Father:  Frederick Hy. Picketts     43   Brewers Labourer    Edgeware, Middlesex

Mother: Ellen Mary        "             39                                Portsmouth

            William Hy.       "            10

There were 8 children aged from 20 - 4 mths.

 

I have just tried again and can only get Pickets. This could be a fault of the compilers.

This area is very close to the church.

DAVID UNDERDOWN

 

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers     1st, Battalion

Birthplace:    Portsmouth, Hants.

Enlisted:      Portsmouth

Rank:    Private

Number: 41362

Date died.  14 July, 1917

                Killed in action

Theatre of war:   France and Flanders

Supplementary Notes:  Formerly 35309, Hants Regiment.

 

 

1891 Census

Back of 36 East St.    Old Portsmouth

Father:  Henry Underdown    45     Mariner.  Merchant

 Mother: Caroline    "           40

7 Children

David Underdown     aged   2

All the family were born in Portsmouth

 

1901 Census

 Its rather odd, I do not seem to be able to find any of the family except David who is living with his 

sister who seems to be married-  he is just given as a relative.

 Isle of Wight, Newport

Frederick James Croucher   aged 22 

Caroline Ann Croucher                21

David Underdown                       12

 

I remember the names 'Underdown' and 'Croucher' from my days in the neighbourhood.

VINCENT ARCHIBALD SYKES

 

Royal Garrison Artillery

Birthplace: Hornsey, Middx.

Enlisted: Stratford, Essex

Residence: Portsmouth

Rank:  WHLR/GNR.

Number:  9850

Date died: 20 May 1817

How died:  Died

Theatre of war.   Egypt. This explains the name of the cemetery.

 

I cannot find his family anywhere - I expected it to be easy with a name like Vincent Archibald.  

WALDRON, JAMES JOHN VICTOR

 

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers    7th. Battalion

Birthplace: Portsmouth

Enlisted: Portsmouth

Rank: Private

Number 41755    

Date died: 10 August, 1917

How died:  Died of wounds

Theatre of war:  France and Flanders

 

I know that you have the parents' names - but I cannot find them anywhere.

Cynthia

17/11/06

ASPINALL.  FREDERICK STEWART (STUART)

 

Stewart:    CWGC

Stuart:      Census

 

1901 Cenus:

14 Chelsea Road.

Father:   John Aspinall   Railway Clerk   Born in Portsmouth

Mother:  Lucy     "                                Born in Brighton

Frederick Stuart:    16years.   Errand Boy     Born in Portsmouth

Reginald Clarence  12 years                        Born in Aldershot

 

Note:  The 4th. "Black Prince", launched in 1904, was a Duke of Edinburg-class cruiser was sunk 

with all hands during the Battle of Jutland in 1916.

 

ASPINALL.  REGINALD CLARENCE

 

Birthplace;   Aldershot

Enlisted;     Aldershot

Residence: Portsmouth, Hants.

Rank.        L/CPL

Number: 8052

Date died:  7. November, 1914

How died:   Killed in action

Theatre of war:  France and Flanders.

First.   P.J. Aspinall

He was a Corporal in the Royal Engineers

 

Second.  Paul John Aspinall

As he had been in the Navy I thought it possible - except that he was on the Plymouth Memorial 

and then he had a mother in Wolverhampton

 

 

Then I returned to the soldiers' site and found:-

 

ASPINALL,  PERCY JOHN

Corps of Royal Engineers

Enlisted: Harrow, Middx.

Residence: Portsmouth, Hants.

Rank: Corporal

No. 129101

Date died: 26 June, 1916

How died: Died of wounds

Theatre of war.  France and Flanders.

Supplementary Notes:  (1st. Battn. Spec. Bde., R.E.)

 

Back I think to the first one as he had a connection with Portsmouth.

I cannot find either of them anywhere in the 1901 census  -- yet.

 

H,CLAY
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CLAY H.   Gunner     R.G.A.

He volunteered at the outbreak of hostilities, and was undergoing training in important gunnerey duties, when he unfortunately contracted a serious illness, and was invalieded to the Alexandra Hospital at Cosham, where he unfortuately died in June, 1915.

9, Barrack Street, Portsmouth.

 

            - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

 

H.W, COUCH

 

H.M..S. "Good Hope" was sunk along with H.M.S> "Monmouth" by the German armoured cruisers "Scharnhorst" and "Gneisenau" under Admiral Graf Maximilian von Spee with the loss of her entire complement of 900 hands in the Battle Coronel, on 1 November, 1914, of the Chilean Coast.

 

            - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

 

THOMAS JAMES CURRIE

 

The fifthe "Invincible" was a battlecruiser of the First World War attached to the 1st Cruiser Squadron,Home Fleet at the end of  1908.   She saw action at Heligoland, the Battle of the Falkland Islands and th Battle of Jutland, where she blew up and sank after taking a hit from SMS Lutzow, with the loss of 1,026 crew.  Only 6 crew members survived.

 

            - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

C.G. HAWKINS

 

    Note:  CWGC  give name "C.G.Hawkins" the following gives his nam as

C.J.  Hawkins.   

 

Nat. Roll.. Page 102

C,J. Hawkins     Petty Officer     Royal Navy

Already serving in August 1914, he was posted to H.M.S. "Queen Mary" and after taking part in the Battles of Heligoland and the Dogger Bank, was unfortunately killed in action at Jutland, when the "Queen Mary" sank on May 31st. 1916.  He was entitled to the 1914-15 Star, and the General Service and Victory Medals.69, Frederick St.  Portsea.

Note: this address is different from the one you gave.   But can be checked in Kelly's Directory       

 

 

                - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

R.J. HUGGETT
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R.J. Huggett.   Private 14th. Hampshire Regiment

He volunteered in September 1914, and in the following March was drafted to the Western Front, where he saw much heavy fighting.   Unfortunately he was killed in action in the Somme on September 3rd. 1916, and was entitled to the 1914 -15 Star, and the General Service and Victory Medals.

5, Bateman's 'Alley,  Portsea.

HENRY PEMBROKE INNES

 

Regiment:   Devonshire Regiment

Battalion:    2nd Battalion

Birthplace:  Holloway, Middx.

Enlisted:     Winchester

Residence: Portsmouth

Rank:         Private

Number:     290949

date died:   27 May, 1918

How died:   Killed in action

Theatre of war:   France and Flanders

 

 

1891 Census

41, High Street, Portsmouth

 

Father:   James Innes    54     Hotel Keeper (pub)   Born: Limehouse, London

Mother:  Grace    "        53                                    Born: Cheltenham, Glous.

 

Henry P.   Innes     son    12                                 Born: Islington, London

 

1901 Census.   He was a visitor aged 22.

J. KANAVAN

 

H.M.S. "Bayano"

Built 1813  (Elders & Fyffes  - - - Bananas)

1914 became Armed Merchant Cruiser, H.M.S. "Bayano"

1915 torpedoed and sunk by German submarine U27 of Ireland

loss of 197 lives.

 

                        - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

 

T.H. KITCHINGHAM

 

H.M.S. "Viknor" was an 5386 ton armed merchant cruiser of the 10th. Cruiser Squadron, originally 

a Blue Star Line vessel called the "Viking", she was requisitioned and renamed by the Royal Navy.  

On January 13th, 1915 while on active patrol duty in heavy seas off Tory Island she struck a 

German mine and sank with the loss os all hands.

 

                        - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

 

JOSEPH MARKS

 

Regiment.   Devonshire Regiment

Battalion:   2nd Battalion    

Birthplace.   Birr, Co. Kings Co.       Never heard of this place. Must investigate

Enlisted:    London

Residence:   Portsmouth

Rank:         Private

Number:     5290

Date died:   18 December, 1914

How died:   Killed in action

Theatre of war:   France and Flanders

 

                                    - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

G. MOORE
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MOORE G.    2nd. Class Stoker.    Royal Navy

He enlisted in September 1912. and was sent on board H.M.S. "Invincible" to the North Sea.  After playing a prominent part in the Battle of Heligoland Bight , he was unfortunately killed in action at the Battle of Jutland on May 31st. 1916, when H.M.S. "Invincible" was sunk.  He was entitled to the 1914-15 Star and the General Service and Victory Medals.

24, Lombard St.  Portsmouth.

 

You had found that he was a 1st. Class Stoker.

He is unlikely to have enlisted in 1912.  (book's typing error?)   1914?

G.C.RICHARDS

H.M.S. "Bulwark"

 

The fifth "Bulwark", launched in 1899, was a Formidable-class battleship.  She was destroyed in a 

magazine explosion at Sheerness in 1914.

 

                            - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

 

WILLIAM HENRY ROY

H.M.S. "Chester" was lost in the Battle of Jutland.

There is a memorial to H.M.S. "Chester" in Chester Cathedral and the name of 

William H. Roy. Ch yeo Sigs is included   (Chief Yeoman of Signals)

 

See:  www.carlscam.com/warmem/jutland.htm

I have made a copy of the memorial

 

                        - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

 

I have been trying to find R.L. Gooch without any success.

But I have found somebody of that name living in the Buckland area of Portsmouth in 1901.

From that I found a boy called Robert L., aged 3, born in Portsmouth.

Then I looked for his birth and found that he was named Robert Lewis and he had been born in 

1897(4).

So he would have been about 17 by the start of the war.

 

I think this is all for tonight.   Cynthia

 18/11/06

EARL.   George Thomas

Leading Seaman    Royal Navy

H.M.S. "Shark"

Age 39

Death 31. 5. 1916

No. 173517

Portsmouth Naval Memorial

 

Son of William and Alice Earl of Portsmouth

Wife: Annie Louisa Earl, of 40, Guildford Rd., Fratton, Portsmouth
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EARL,  G.T.     Leading Seaman R.N.

He joined the R.N. in 1897, and when war broke out in August 1914, proceeded to the North Sea on board H.M.S. "Shark".   He took part in the Battles of Heligoland Bight, the Falkland Islands, and the Dogger Bank, but unfortunately lost his life when "H.M.S. "Shark" was sunk during the Battle of Jutland on May 31st.1916.  He was entitled to the 1914-15 Star, and the General Service, Victory, and Long Service and Good Conduct Medals.140, Guildford Road, Kingston, Portsmouth.

 

These two are the same person - but are they the one you want?

I have been trying to find him in the 1881 and 1891 census to find out if his parents lived in Old 

Portsmouth - but without success.   They must be there somewhere.
When searching the CWGC I looked for S. Meade without success - but then found a STANLEY 

MEADES (notice the extra S)

 

STANLEY MEADES

 

Able Seaman.    Royal Navy.  

H.M.S. "Princess Irene"

Aged 36

Died: 27. 5. 1915

Number: 180557

On the Portsmouth Naval Memorial

Son of William James and Martha Meades of 11, Exmouth Rd. Southsea.

 

In the 1901 Census he was on H.M.S. Majestic in Gibraltar.

Meades, Stanley.   Single.   22 years.   Able seaman.   Born: Portsmouth.

 

1891 Census.

46, Rivers Street   (It is off Somers Road)   In the St. Lukes' Parish.

 

                 George  Hewett    Head      76      Shoemaker

Father:       William J. Meades  Son-in-law   42   Mariner Merchant Service

Mother:      Martha         "         Daughter     42

                 STANLEY MEADES                  13

 

There were 5 children in the family altogether.   Everyone had been born in Portsmouth.

 

This story now makes interesting reading.

H.M.S. "Irene" In 1915 the ship H.M.S. "Princess irene was destroyed by an internal explosion.  It was on the morning of the 27th May, 1915.   The Princess irene was lying peacefully at Anchor in the river Medway at Sheerness, after several trips she was back in the Medway for a refit. A ship of the Canadian Pacific Line, a 1,500 passenger liner buit at Dumbarton in 1914, before she could leave Britain she was commandeered for war and became H.M.S. Princess Irene.   At 11.15 hours she blew up killing 278 men including 78 workers from nearby towns and villages.   There was a great mushroom cloud and the ship had gone.   Only one man survived.

 

You had better check the spelling of Meade etc.   Otherwise this story seems to fit.

A GILLINGHAM

14th. Bat. Hampshire Regiment.

Private

No. 13997

Died: 3. 9. 1916

Ancre British Cemetery, Bearmont-Hamel
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A.GILLINGHAM     Private.   14th. Regt.

Volunteered in September 1914, he was engaged on important duties with his unit until Feb. 1916 

when he was sent to France, and took part in numerous engagements.   He fell fighting bravely at 

the Battle of the Somme on September 3rd. 1916, and was entitled to the General Service and 

Victory Medals.

23, Lombard St., Portsmouth.

 

                                    - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

W.A. GILLINGHAM, MM

 

A little extra information

 

Gillingham,  William Albert

Reg.   Princess Charlotte of Wales's (Royal Berkshire Regiment)

Birthplace:   Taunton

Enlisted: Reading

Residence: Maidenhead

Rank:  SERGT.

Number:  7469

Date died: 27 April, 1918

How died: Killed in action

Theatre of war.   France and Flanders

Supplementary Notes:  M.M.
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GILLINGHAM W.A. (M.M.)   Sergt.  Royal Berkshire

He was mobilised in August, 1914, and was engaged on important duties with his unit until 

September 1917, when he was drafted to the Western Front.   When there he took part in many 

important engagements, and was unfortunately killed in action during the Retreat in April 1918.  He 

was awarded the Military Medal for Bravery in the Field, and was entitled to the General Service and 

Victory Medals.

23, Lombard St.   Portsmouth.

 

                                        - - - - - - - - - 

 

You already have this:-     Father: Late Albert J. Gillingham

                                     Mother:  Rebecca L. Gillingham

                                     Address: 23, Lombard St., Old Portsmouth.

 

                                        - - - - - - -  -

I have searched for ages but cannot find where they lived in 1901.  I think they were probably 

outside the area at that time.   But I certainly expected to find it.

 

NOTE;   There was a 3rd. brother, F. Gillingham - Gunner  R.G.A. who fought in Egypt and 

Salonika - but survived the war.

23, Lombard St. Portsmouth.

Cynthia

19/11/06

Now we start on the difficult people and there seem to be about 12 who are causing difficulties.   I am trying to find any clue that might help. So I shall send you any bits and pieces that might fit the jigsaw.

 

You were asking about R.L. Gooch.

 

I have found a family called Gooch in the city (or town as it was then) but in the Buckland area.   In South St. that seems to be at the west end of George St. 

 

1901 Census.

Father.    Nathan R. Gooch.    36   Sailmaker        born: Esses

Mother.   Ellen L.         "         27                         born: Portsmouth

4 children - all born in Portsmouth 

Robert L. Gooch.     Aged  3.

 

I worked out his date of birth and looked it up.

Robert Lewis   born Portsea in 1897 (4)

 

This still does not really help but might be a clue.   I can always check if he llived there after the war - if so we are not correct.

 

                                     - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

    H.C. MOORE

 

This could fit in with the information from CWGC that you have.
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MOORE  H.C.      Private 1/6th. Hampshire Regiment

Volunteering in November 1915, he was sent to India three months later and was engaged on important garrison duties there until February 1917.   He was then sent to Mesoptania, served through the Advance and along the Trigris, and was present at the Occupation of Mosul.   He unfortunately died on December 27th, ;1918, and was entitled to the Ceneral Service and Victory Medals.

12, Lombard St.   Portsmouth.

 

The only H.C. on my Soldiers' page did not fit in any way.

 

Note: I think the CWGC entry is the correct one:-

        He died in the Middle East.

        He was buried then in Baghdad

        Was in the Hampshire Reg.  1/6th. Reg.

 

Have not found him yet in Portsmouth - will try again.

 

                                - - - - - - - - - - -                

 

A.J. BATES

 

You have material about this grave in Milton Cemetery - I checked - photo as well.

But I have tried to find more about his early history.

 

I wonder if his name was ALBERT E.J. BATES 

I found one in the 1891 Census.   I thought that as he was a Company Serjeant Major he would not be so young.  

1891 Cenus:  Hereford Road (Nr. Albert Road Police Station area)

His father was John Bates     Labourer, Telegraph

Mother was Caroline 

One of the children was    Albert E.J. Bates and he was 8 years

 

He should have been born about 1883 - but could not find him.

 

Then I tried to find him in the 1901 Census - and as I eaxpected he had joined up.

He was at Portland and I think the vessel was the "Alexandra" (illegible)

It gave him as Albert E. J. Bates:  single:  Male:  Bugler: from Eastney, Portsmouth.

The Marine Barracks was Eastney.   

 

Not as straightforward as I expected.

W.E. KENT

 

1901 Census

St. Mary's War.  22, Matrimony St.   I must find out where that used to be.  I have not heard of it 

before.   That is one for the maps in Records.

 

Father:   Thomas P. Kent       aged 41   Bricklayer. Labourer.     born: Brighton

Mother:  Emma J. (or I)                  34   Charwoman                          Horndean

6 children between the ages of 14 and 1.

WILLIAM E. KENT        aged 8        Born In Chatham, Kent.

(Some children born in Landport, But 2 in Chatham.

 

CHATHAM ????  I had a feeling that I had seen that.

 

KENT,  WILLIAM

Hampshire Regiment  1/8th (T.F>) Battalion

Birthplace: Chatham, Kent

Enlisted: Portsmouth

Residence: Southsea, Hants.

Rank:  L/SGT

Number: 12948

Died:  2 November 1917

How died:  Killed in action

Theatre of war:   Palestine.

 

 

CWGC

Kent   W.      Lance Sergeant       Hampshire Regiment      1st/8th. Bn.

Died:  2/11/1917          Grave: Gaza War Cemetery

 

I hope you feel that this seems quite hopeful

This another one that I started by finding the family in Old Portsmout.

 

Census 1891     100, St. Thomas's Street.  Old Portsmouth

 

Father: James E. Young  51   Occupation: None    Born: Milton      Paralised

Mother: Mary A.      "      37   Charwoman              Wilts, Calne

5 Children

Alfred E. Young    Aged 8   Scholar    Born:  Hants,  Milton

 

Went to find his birth and other names:

Birth:   Alfred Edgar Young     1883(1)    Portsea Island

So I had found the right lad.

 

1901 Census.

Here the disabled father had died and the mother had remarried 

34, White Hart Road.   St. Thomas's Ward.   Portsmouth.

 

William Guest    39    Grocers's assistant.

Mary Ann    "     44    Charwoman                   Wilts. Salisbury

There are 3 step children including:-

Alfred E. Young. Stepson     17    Greengrocer

 

I have sometimes found that people do not use all their initials.  Here is another example.

So I hope that this one is correct.  

 

YOUNG  ALFRED

Hampshire Reg.   1st battalion

Birthplace       Portsmouth

Enlisted:     Portsmouth

Residence:  Southsea, Hants.

Rank:     Private

Date dies:   24 April, 1918

How died:  Died of wounds

Theatre of War:   France and Flanders

 

CWGC

YOUNG. A

Private

Hampshire Regiment "B" Company

Age: 34 years

Died:  24 . April 1918

No. 19216    

Husband of Elizabeth Young of 12, Bramble Rd., Southsea.

Grave: LAPUGNOY Military Cemetery.

 

The numbers to find are decreasing but I think these will be the difficult ones.  There are some I have already looked at and I have had no luck so far.

Cynthia

20/11/06

I spent the day as usual at the Museum, but as my friends who join me in the afternoon were both 

ill I decided to spend the afternoon in the Search Room.   Firstly I got out two of the Kelly's 

Directories for 1912 and 1921 and went through them with every name to see if I could find any 

clues about where they might have lived and their families.  I made a few notes which I hope will 

lead me to the information. 

 

They were very busy there but I managed to ask both Diana and Sarah if they had any more ideas 

where the Cenotaph lists could be. - but the doubted if they could be found now  - probably on 

scraps of paper which were not kept.  There would likely to be information about the Cenotaph but 

probably only the fact that it had been proposed etc.

Then Sarah brought me a couple of books - but I had to admit that I had a copy of the National Roll 

and had already found all there was there. then she showed me one called 

"Portsmouth and the Great War" and at the back a long list of people who had died in that war.  By 

this time it was getting late and I hurried through it using you original list.  I have found just a few 

extra bits of information - mostly confirming that which had already - but even that is useful.  I have 

just a few Christian names and I think I have found 2 of our mysteries.By the time I had managed to 

scribble a few illegible notes it was just five minutes to five.   I think it will stand another look.

 

W. FRANCIS

 

I found a William S, Francis who was a Sergt. in the 14th Hants,

Went to the CWGC and discovered one which seems possible.

 

FRANCIS.  WILLIAM STEPHEN

Lance Sergeant

Hampshire Regiment

"D" Coy. 14th Bn.

Aged 25

Death:  17.4. 1916

No.   14219

Husband of Edith May Francis of 41, High St., Gosport, Hants

Cemetery: Bethune Town Cemetery.

 

                        - - - - - - - - 

 

F. MERRITT

 

Today I found Merritt.   Frank.   MAA   Viknor

I do not know what MAA stands for.  But I was interested to see Viknor as we had another with that 

ship.  T.H. Kitchingham

 

CWGC

FRANK MERRITT

Lance Corporal

PLY/9984

Died: 23.04.1918

Age: 39 years

Royal Marine Light Infantry

Dover (St. James's ) Cemetery.

 

Then I discovered that the dates are different.  Kitchingham's date agreed with the article I found about the Viknor - but this is quite a different year.  

 

Why is everything not straightforward.

Cynthia
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As promised:

                    www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonline 

 

I have just tried putting this address in - and it worked.   For naval records

 

I found R.L. Gooch - given as:

        Robert L.  Cpl. RMLI

 

There seems to be a P.L. Gooch on CWGC  Could this be a typing error.  He was a Corporal in th 

EMLI.

 

Mrs. Pamela Aspinall. 258, Hayling Avenue.  Tel: 92 825 426  was able to confirm that 

P.J. Aspinall, R.C. Aspinall and F.S. Aspinall were all brothers.

The parents were John and Lucy Aspinall and had lived in 1912 at 94A, Broad Street. 

 

 

This is one to consider    ???

Yesterday I found that V.Barry was likely to be Victor   - in my book

Found the following which fits in the information you had.

 

BARRY,  VICTOR   

 

Hampshire Reg.   10th Battalion

Birthplace:   Portsmouth

Enlisted:     Portsmouth

Residence:    - - - -

Rank:   Sergt.

No. 3/4647

Died: 25.9.1915

Killed in action    

Theatre of war:   Gallipoli

 

I could not find him - probably already in the army in 1901

 

1891 Census.   1 Penny St.  St. Thomas's Ward   Portsmouth

Mother:   Augusta Barry    Boarder    Widow    54    Laundress     Born Portsmouth

VICTOR  BARRY                 "                        19     Handyman              "

One younger sister - general servant

 

1881   Penny St.

Augustus Barry   Widow    44   Charwoman

VICTOR        aged 10      

 

1871     White Hart Row    Portsmouth

Father:  James Barry     40    Carpenter     Born  London

Mother:  Augustine?      41                           "    Portsmouth

5 children  -  not Victor

 

Born:   Victory Barry    1871(3)     Portsea Island  (Too late for the census)

 

Death:  James Barry    46 years    Portsea.

 

I did find another VICTOR A. living in North End area in 1901 but did not think that seemed correct..

   He was 13 and born in Portsmouth the only one of the family to be born here.  

The above family was living in the right area.

 

This would mean that Victor was aged about 44 when killed.  But then he was a sergeant.
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Just adding a little to what you already know.  I was wondering why his death was given as 1919.  I 

know he is not on the Cross but he was on the Parish List.

 

ALBERT JOHN BEVIS    

 

H.M.S. "King George" took part in the Battle of Jutland - ship survived the action and was 

de-commisioned in 1919.   I checked your Highland Road Cememtery.

 

Son of Albert and Ellen Bevis

Husband of Mary Ann Patience Bevis of 111A St. Thomas's St. Old Portsmouth.

 

1901 Census.

30 Ivy St.    Town Hall Ward.   St. Luke's parish.

Father:  Albert J. Bevis    30   Fish salesman     Born Portsmouth

Mother. Ellen M     "        27                                             "

ALBERT J.           "          4                                              "

Frederick W.        "           1

 

Married:    1916(1)   in Portsmouth to Mary A.P. Matthews

 

Died:   Bevis A.J.    aged 23yrs.   ALVERSTOKE  

If his death was registered in Alverstoke he could very likely have been a patient in the hospital at 

Haslar.   As he died on the first day of 1919 it could have been the result of injury before the 

Armistice in November - so that could be why he is included in the War Graves.

 

I was just curious.
I do not seem to be getting anywhere with some of the difficult ones - so started at back of file and 

trying just to find little extra pieces of family information.  I have by-passed the Wyllies as i am sure 

you have plenty about them from the inside Catherdral memorials.

 

F.W. WOODS

 

This is one memtioned in my book -  so is confirmed.

 

From my soldiers' list site.

FREDERICK WILLIAM WOODS.

Dorsetshire Reg.   4th. Battalion (Territorial)

Rank. LT.

Died 28 Aug. 1918

Killed in action.

 

There is quite a lot about him in CWGC - I am sure you must have that.

 

Family check:-

1881   Petersfield.  College St.  (the record said 'native of Petersfield'

Father:  Henry Woods    28   Joiner    born: Sussex, Wisborough

Mother: Rosin M.  "        36                        Middlesex,  Camden Town

Walter Harry                   7                         Petersfield

Rosina J.                       2                               "

 FREDERICK                4months                     "

                                                - - - - - 

1891 Census.    Station Rd.  Petersfield

Henry Woods         38      Master builder

Rosina M.              46

Walter H.               17       Architects Pupil

Rosina J.               12

FRED. W.              10

                                                - - - - - 

1901 Census

Could not find F.W.   He would have been 20 and could already have been in the Territorials.

But his father had now moved to 24 Lombard St. Portsmouth.  So this explains why he is on the 

Portsmouth Memorial. 

 

Henry Woods    Head    48    Builders foreman (joiner) worker

Rosina J.  "       Dau.     22    Builder's clerk

 

India  Dec. 1914 - 1916.   Dorset Regt. 1916 - 1917.  Musketry Officer in America, Nov. 1917 to May 1819.   Although 'killed in action'  it does not say where. His grave is in Flers- so I imagine probably France.  I do not know just where that is.

At times I could not believe what I was reading with this one.  See the family.

 

In my book I found the following:  Whymark  A.T.H.   R.E.

This made me feel that the T. Whymark could be correct that I had found in the soldiers' list:-

 

THOMAS WHYMARK                                        C.W.G.C

Corps of Royal Engineers                                   THOMAS WHYMARK

Birthplace: Portsmouth                                       Sapper - Royal Engineers

Enlisted : Dundee                                               416th Field Coy.

Residence - - -                                                    Age 31

Rank: SPR                                                        Died:  17. 8. 1917

No. 490381                                                        No. 490381

Died: Died of wounds                                          Husband of Johan Beharrie of 71, High St.

Threatre of war: France and Flanders                    Dundee

Supplementary Notes: (416th. Field Coy, R.E.)      Brandhock New Military Cemetery No.3

 

These two must be the same person.  The age, 31 years is given so possible to find the birth and 

possibly the full Christian name.

 

BIRTH:  ANTHONY THOMAS H. WHYMARK.   Portsea.   1885 (4)

 

I have not been able to find him in the 1901 cenus - He was only about 15 by then - so he would not 

be likely to have arrived in Dundee - but there are no Scottish cenus.

 

Most of the following will not be used but interesting - showing life at that time in Portsmouth in that 

area.

 

1891 Census    41 Oyster Street.  Portsmouth

Mary Whymark  Head    Single  aged 25   Housekeeper -home.     b. Portsmouth

Harriet               Sister      "              16   Drapers' assistant                     "

Ellen                    "          "               15                                                 "

Elizabeth              "                          11                                                 "

John                Brother                       9                                                 "

Henry                    "                          7                                                  "

THOMAS               "                          5                                                 "

 

Mary was obviously caring for 6 other children

 

So I tried the 1881 Census although I knew that Thomas had not yet been born - but I see if it was 

correct from the older children

 

5 Oyster St.  Globe Inn Licensed Lodging House

Father   Alfred Wimark   42   Beer retailer & Licensed Lodging House Keeper.       Suffolk

Mother  Mary      "         35                                                                                Cornwall

6 children (some of them match)  and 40 lodgers.

 

Yes I know the name is spelt differently but it is back to normal in 1871.  Perhaps it had been 

written down by the ennumerator as they could not write.  

 

1871 Census

Oyster Street.   The Globe

Alfred Whymark    30   Beer retailer etc.          Suffolk

Mary      "             26                                    Cornwall

Mary      "              5                                     Portsmouth

Eliza      "              1,                                        "

also a couple of servants and nearly 50 lodgers.

 

Hardly surprising that Thomas left home.
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Here we go again - this just confirms your information - but adds a couple of small things.

 

I found confirmation of this in my Portsmouth Book:-  James Main Whettem.

 

!901 census

82, St. Thomas' Street.

Father:  John Whettem      47     Brevwery traveller     Born: Portsmouth

Mother: Mary     "              51                                              "

Minnie               "              21                                   Born: Southsea         

Arthur J             "              20     Assistant Public Library     Born: Portsmouth

JAMES M.        "              19     Ironmonger's Apprentice                 "

Henrrietta K       "              11

 

1891 Census

A different no. in St. Thomas' St.       Did not note it - but of no importance

John Whettem                  37       Clerk.  Miller and Corn factory

Mary     "                         42

Minnie/Arthur/Henrietts

JAMES M.                       8

also a domestic servant aged 14

 

Checked his birth to confirm name

JAMES MAIN WHETTEM    1882 (3)   Portsea.

 

JAMES MAIN WHETTEM

Reg;  London Regiment 

Batt.    16th. (County of London)  Battalion  (Queen's Westminster Rifles)

Birthplace   - - - - -         (odd this is not mentioned)

Enlisted:  Westminister

Residence:  Croydon       

Rank:  Rifleman

No.   552199

Died:    8  Dec. 1917

How died:    Killed in action

Theatre of was:   E.E.F.

 

What was E.E.F. ?     As you have him as buried in Jerusalem perhaps something like Eastern 

Expeditionary Force.

 

As he was about 35 years when he died he probably was married and living in Croyden.

Although he did not say he was born in Portmouth I feel sure you have the correct person.

William Woodfall Melville

Reg. Kings Own Rifle Corps

Batt.     6th battalion

Rank.     Lt.

Died:   9 May 1915

How died.    Killed in action

Supplementary notes:   (ATT 2B)

 

I have checked the family without any real luck.   There was a family living in the Clarence Barracks 

- Q'tr Master Sergeant.

There was a son - but he was William J.

 

As I thought this was unlikely I have not bothered to send it.  Probably not the right man.

 

I am working on A.E. Tilley, D.M.C. at the moment.

Just to add to your information.

 

ALFRED TILLEY

Royal Horse Artillery and Royal Field Artillery

Birthplace:  Portsmouth

Enlisted: Gosport    

Residence; - - - - -

Rank:  Sergeant

Number:  74125

Died:    11. Nov.  1918            Note the date - Armistice day

How died:   Died of wounds

Theatre of war:   France and Flanders

                          D.M.C.

 

I am know trying to find why his mother's name is not given  on your list.   Why?

I will sent it if I find it.

This one seems a little unusual to me.  You had found a Harold Charles Sidney Loader in CWGC - I 

checked and it gave an address in London.

I checked the other site and there he was again but it said he was born in Fulham and lived in 

Birmingham.  So I thought unlikely.  But as the initials were the same I decided to print off and 

found that he was given as enlisted in PORTSMOUTH.

 

LOADER    HAROLD CHARLES SIDNEY

reg. Worcistershire Reg.    10th Batn.

Birthplace: Fulham

Enlisted: Portsmouth

Residence: Birmingham

Rank:   Private

No. 44190    

Died:  5 May 1918

How died:  Killed in action

Theatre of war: France and Flanders

 

Next go check the birth.   Harold Charles S. Loader   Fulham 1898 (3)

 

I looked at the 1901 census.   There was no sign of the family in Portsmouth.

 

Then I put in his birthplace as Fulham - and there he was.

 

1901 Census     Wandworth, Surrey.

William Loader     40     Clerk, Cashier      b. London Westminster

Mary       "           31                                    Sunderland

Mary       "            6                                    Fulham

William    "           5                                        "

HAROLD   "         2                                        "

 

All seems to fit.    But why on the Portsmouth Memorial?   I would have dismissed this except that he enlisted in Portsmouth.
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This on is guesswork - but worth considering.

 

CGWC

FRANK LOCKE

Leading Stoker   R.N.   H.M.S. "Tipperary"

Died:  1/6/1916

No. K/4691

Portsmouth Naval Memorial

 

I checked the National Archives - but they only seem to have seaman, not stokers.

(I found my father there the other day - but he was a Chief PO.) I have only just found this site - I think it is quite new.)  

 

"Tipperary" sank 1.6.1916 at the Battlle of Jutland.  Very few survivors.

 

Jutland Casualty List :   Locke, Frank - Ld. Sto.

 

1891 Census    St. Mary's Ward.   36, Leonard Rd.

Thomas Locke      45     Joiner.      Born Portsmouth

Mary        "           44                                  "

Helena      "          18    School Board Teacher     "

FRANK     "          16      "          "         "

Florence   "           11                                         

 

Questions:

Where did the family go in 1901.  I have checked under the names of Thomas, Mary and Frank.  No 

sign of any of them.

Would a School Board Teacher become a stoker? 

If he did he would have been likely to have been in the Navy aged 26 in 1901.

Almost impossible to check every ship in the R.N. looking for him.

He would have been about 41 years when killed.   Possible as a Leading Stoker.

I was interested in the fact the James Kanavan was a blacksmith in the Navy and that also he was 

a pensioner.  True my father was also a pensioner (he left the service about 1929 - and was called 

up again when he was 51) - so this would be possible.

Pensioner came from CWGC.

 

I found the following:-  His family seemed to be the only one of that name in the country.

 

1861 census  Everton, Liverpool

Rebecca Kanavan          head    29    Mar.  Dressmaker    Portsmouth

James       "                  Son       2                                   Liverpool

Charles     "                  Son       11 months.                     Everton

(Charles did not appear again so must have died young - very usual in those days)

 

1871 Census    Liverpool  

Rebecca Kanavan    Lodger     Mar.   38    Dressmaker      Portsea

James        "           Son                  12   Apprentice Millwright.   Liverpool

 

1881  Census   West Derby, Liverpool

James Karavan   Son    unmar.    20   Blacksmith      Liverpool

Rebecca E.  "    Mother   Widow   49    Waitress       Portsmouth

 

1891  Could find neither of them.   Had Rebecca died?  Was James in the Navy?

 

1901 Census.   Royal Navy.

James Kanavan    Crew     34     Blacksmith    West Derby, Lancs.  

 

He had obviously altered his age to join the Navy.  He was nearer 42.

 

So when he died in 1915 he must have been about 55-6.
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I have quite literally been through the names of every Bain who lived in England, Wales and even the Channel Isles (by accident with this) in the year 1901.  Not a thing that fitted.

 

I had checked Kelly's Directory the other day for any Bain families living in Portsmouth in 1912 and I had found found three.   I have found two of them.  Nobody with the initials A.G. or H.   

 

I have looked everywhere for them.   I found a number of Bains in Ancestry on the census and have looked up every one who was either born in Portsmouth, Portsea and Southsea etc.

 

I even checked for A.G. in the births for 1902 ( I think the last date for anyone to take part in the War)  back to the middle 1880s.   Not one.

 

The only thing I can suggest is that maybe the A.G. should be A.S.    I did find a lad born in 1896 who was named Alexander Stewart born in Portsea.  

 

There was a family living near St. Agatha's who had a son Stewart Bain.  Now they often just give the name the child is known by and leave out the othere initial.   His birth would fit in with Alexander Steward because his age was given as 5.

 

I also went in search of James G. Bain who was a doctor living in Victoria Road North.

He had children but no one fitted.   I was interested to find that the family had Gordon as their second name.   I really thought this possible - but could not find anybody to fit.

 

I have not found the third Bain from 1912 from Southsea whose name was Andrew - I thought that had possibilities.   A very large proportion of Bains were born in Scotland or the North East of England.   

 

As far as H. Bain is concerned I had no leads at all.

 

I went to your memorial site and found that you had worked hard to change that in the last week or so.   But I had already printed it off when I started this job.   and there I found that the suggested name had been Ban.  There was only one person who had been born in Southsea - and he was an officer in the Royal Navy - and he was in Malta.

 

I give up (for the moment) unless you have an idea.

It all seems to be accurate for Terence Anthony Chaworth, but why is he on the memorial? I do not seem to be able to make any connection with Portsmouth.

 

Born:  Terance Anthony C. Brabazon    Medway.  1896(1)

 

1901 Census.   He was a little lad of 5 living with his parents in Plymouth where his father was Lieut. Col. of an Ordnance Dept.   He was born in Manchester. aged 46, I think.

 

His mother, Mabel aged 25 came from Bath.

 

Terence A.C. was aged 5 and was born in Rochester, Kent.

 

The only connections with Portsmouth:-

John Henry Brabazon was stationed in Clarence Barracks in 1901.  He was a 20 year old Bombadier from Gravesend in Kent.  Probably no relation.

 

There was a 50 years old lady, called Emily Margaret Brabazon, staying with her even more elderly sister (75)  in Waverley Rd.   As they both gave Ireland as their place of birth, this is also not really of interest.

There were 2 possibles on the CWGC list:-

 

Samuel: a private in the Cheshire Reg. and

Samuel: a private in the Lancashire Fusiliers.

 

I have just found them on my military list and both have no mention of Portsmouth.

 

I have looked at the 1901 census and cannot find a S. Bradshaw there.

I think we can confirm Horace Robert Brown as o CWGC

 

In my Portsmouth Book he is given as Brown: Horace R.  63rs. R.N. Division

 

In 1901 he was living in Jessie Rd. in Southsea.

     Father:   Alfred Brown    41    Head Stableman Brewery     Lewisham Kent

     Mother.  Caroline          35                                              Westbourne, Sussex

    The first 3 children (including Horace) were born in Hayling Island.

    The final 2 in Southsea.

 

    HORACE R.   aged 7.

 

They must have move to Pembroke Road at a later date.

BURNETT.    THOMAS JOSEPH

 

Hampshire Regiment       10th. Battalion

Birthplace:    Portsmouth

Enlisted:       Portsmouth

Residence:      - - - - -

Rank:         L/SGT

No.            3/4596

Died:         10 Aug. 1915

How died:   Killed in action

Theatre of war:   Gallipoli

 

1901 Cenusu     4, Oyster St.    Old Portsmouth

 

    Father:     John Burnett     47    Waterman, barge    Portsmouth

    Mother.    Eliza                37                                 Ireland

        5 children

    THOMAS      aged 15      Newboy                          Portsmouth
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ANGUS GEORGE GILLMAN, M.C.

 

Royal Horse Artillery and Royal Field Artillery   (15th. Bde.)

Rank:  Major

Decoration: M.C.

Died: 29 April  1917

How died:  Killed in action

 

Born:  Angus George     Portsea  1882(3)

 

Census:  1891.   7 Lennox Rd.  Southsea

Father:  William Gillman   37    Banker    born: Portsmouth

Mother: Maud         "        31                              "

3 children (one born in Canada)  ANGUS GEORGE   8 years   b. Southsea

+ 4 servants.

 

Census 1901.    Missing

 

Kelly's Directory 1912.    William Gillman J.P.   

                                    Rutland Housse, 47, Clarence Parade, Southsea.

HENRY CLAY

 

Royal Garrison Artillery    Hampshire [RGA - (TF)]

Birthplace: Portsmouth

Enlisted: Portsmouth

Residence:  - - - - -

Rank: Gunner

Number: 814

Date died: 13 June 1915

How died: Died

Theatre of waaar.   Home.

 

1901 Census  11 Barrack St.  Portsmouth

 

Father:  Henry Clay   38  Brewers labourer    born: Portsmouth

Mother: Ellen E.  "    30                                             "

5 children all born in Portsmouth including  HENRY CLAY aged 6

 

Kelly's Directory 1912:  Family still living at the same address.

Portsmouth and the Great War/

MERRETT   Frank.   MAA Viknor

 

CWGC

Merrett F.

Master at Arms

R..N.

H.M.S. "Viknor"

Death:  13.1.1915

No. 150888

Portsmouth (Kingston) Cemetery

 

H.M.S. Viknor was an 5386 ton armed merchant cruiser of the 10th. Cruiser Squadron, originally a Blue Star Line vessel called the "Viling". she was requisitioned and renamed by the Royal Nave.   She was under the command of Commander E.O. Ballantyne and had a crew compliment of 22 officers and 273 ratings - these were made up of Royal Naval Reserves, 25 of whom came from the Newfoundland Division of the Royal Navy Reserves. On January 13th. 1915 while on active patrol duty in heavy seas off Tory island she struck a German mine and sank with the loss of all hands.

 

The date is correct with the sinking.

Just a little about J.J.Welch

 

Portsmouth and the Great War book:-

WELCH  JAMES J. Col-Sgt.  RM.L.I.

 

1901 GOSPORT  307, Forton Rd.

William Wech     43     Fitter? labourer and Beer retailer    born: Portsmouth

Kate         "        41                                                                 Gosport

3 children but no sign of James John.   He would be 13.

 

This is probably him - 1901 Census.    Greenwich School.   Royal Hospital School

James John Welch - aged 13 from Gosport.

 

I could not find any of the family in 1891

 

The dates and names seem to fit.   Possible?

Portsmouth and the Great War:

SPERRING    Walter J. P.      2nd. Hants.

 

Soldiers' site:-

SPERRING   WALTER JOHN THOMAS

Hampshire Regiment      2nd Battalion

Birthplace:   Portsmouth

Enlisted:    Portsmouth

Residence:     - - - - - 

Rank:  Private

No. 13922

Date died:  9 August 1916

How died.   Killed in action

Theatre of war: France and Flanders.

 

That agrees with CWGC

 

1901 Census

Father      Walter Sperring      31.   Ship engine Driver    Born: Somerset, Frome

Mother:    Mary                      27                                           Horsham

               WALTER                 5                                            Portsmouth

 

They must have moved to 10, East St.   Point     Portsmouth at a later date.

See what you make of this one.

 

Portsmouth and the Great War

SHEPHERD         Robert   2nd. Hants.

 

Military site

ROBERT SHEPHERD

Hampshire Regiment,   2nd. Battalion

Birthplace:  St. Thomas, Portsmouth

Enlisted:  Portsmouth

Residence:  - - - - -    

Rank:  Private

No. 7921

Date died:  7 June 1915

How died:  Died of wounds

Theatre of war:   Gallipoli

 

1891 Census

In the St. Paul's area.   

Henry Shepherd    40      Militia man         Southsea

Anne         "          35                               Ireland

Alice         "           4                                India

Robt.        "            1                                Southsea

 

1901 Census      Gosport     2, Gilberts Yd. (North St.)

Henry Shepherd     41       Costermonger          Gosport

Ann        "             35                                      Ireland

Alice      "             15       Domestic servant      India

ROBERT "            12                                      Portsmouth

 

They must have moved back to the St. Paul's area  (mentioned in CWGC)

Note their ages - this shows that you cannot always believe the census. 

Obviously had seen service in India.

 

This could be the family - the names are correct.   But WHAT a family - interesting.

Slight problem here

 

CWGC  W.T. Henwood    Rifleman    S/14313      Mother in Portsea  Etc.

You know this one.

 

The soldiers site.

 Henwood    William Charles

Rifle Brigade (The Prince Consort's Own)  2nd Battalion

Birthplace: Portsmouth

Enlisted:    Portsmouth

Residence;Portsmouth

///rank:    Rifleman

Number:   S/14313

Date died: 4 May 1916

How died: Killed in action

Theatre of war:   France and Flanders

 

 

Identical exept for the names

 

1901     2 Oyster Street.  Portsmouth

Elizabeth Henwood    Widow    48                                  Dorset

Albert            "            Son      21  Porter: Wine trade      Fareham

Kate             "            Dau.      19   General Servant        Portsmouth

Ellen  17:  John 13:   Mary 11:   Adelaide 9.   all Portsmouth

WILLIAM   son   6   Born Portsmouth

 

1891 Census    6 Camber Alley

Edward Henwood       53        General Labourer        Berks.  Reading

Elizabeth    "             37                                              Dorset

Albert         "             11                                              Fareham

Kate   9:   John  4:   Ellen  7:    May  1:   all Portsmouth

 

Birth:   WILLIAM THOMAS HENWOOD    Portsea    1894(4)

 

Problem solved:   William Thomas is correct.
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CWGC   Gordon Clarke Aldridge Nelder

Military site:   Gordon Charles Aldridge Nelder

 

Birth: Nelder,  Gordon Charles A.    Portsea  1889(40

So he must be CHARLES

 

NELDER,  Gordon Charles Aldridge

Hampshire Reg.   13th.Battalion

Rank:  2/LT (TP)

Date died:  6 August 1915

How died:   Killed in action

Supplementary Notes: (ATT 2 BN)

 

FRANK MITCHELMORE ALDRIDGE NELDER  Born: Portsea:  1885(1)

He must have lived in Liverpool   A Liverpool regiment and his wife lived in Liverpool

 

1901 Cenus   28 Lion Terrace,   Portsea

Father:  George M. Nelder  51   Messman R.N.   Devon Plympton

Mother: Jane M.       "        49                            Suffolk

There seem to be about 8 children and they all have three first names and the last is always and A - so they must have had the name Aldridge.   I wonder if it was the mother's maiden name.  The father did not have it.  All the children gave the place of birth as Portsmouth.

FRANK M.A.     16

GORDON C.A    11

 

I found the family back to 1881 and the father was always then given as a Steward RN.

 

 They were both named in Portsmouth and the Great War.
ALFRED JOHN PANNELL

Birthplace:   Swindon, Wilts.

Enlisted: Portsmouth

Residence - - - - -

Rank: SPR

No.  222960

Died: 21 . 3 . 1918

How died: Killed in action

Theatre of war:    France and Flanders

Supplementary Notes;   (509th. Field Coy. R.E.)

 

1901 Census.      10, Hay St.   Holy Trinity Parish

Father:   Thomas Pannell     47     foreman of Navy tramways        Hants.   Buriton

Mother;  Martha       "          42                                                   Devon. Tavistock

             ALFRED    "          21      Labourer                                 Wilts. Swindon.

                + 1 servant/cook and 6 boarders.

Are you sure about W. Parham?

He obviously lived in Emsworth and I found him there in 1901, and all the family had been born in msworth.

 

I have found a Albert Parham who was born, enlisted and lived in Portsmouth and Southsea. but have not found a family there - yet

 

Many of the Parham's seem to have come from the Emsworth area.

 

I found a George and Ellen Parham living in Gosport.   He was born in Emsworth.

They had a large family with sons called both Albert and William of the right age.

 

This one does not to be a straightforward as expected.

Your original information from CWGC was correct except for the age  34years not 43.

 

BEECH, Thomas George

Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry      ist Battalion

Birthplace:   Portsmouth

Enlisted:     Portsmouth

Residence:    - - - -     

Rank:       Private

No.          29508

Died:      31  August  1918

How died:  Died of wounds

Theatre of war?   France and Flanders

Supplementary Notes:   formerly 204354,  4th. Hants Regt.

 

1901 census      26 Highbury St.

Sarah  Beech       widow     43    Butcher. shopkeeper      Portsmouth

5 children all born in Portsmouth

THOMAS    aged 16

 

1891 census.   6, St. Mary St.    Portsmouth

William Beech     34    Pork butcher        Portsmouth

Sarah     "           37

5 children

THOMAS    aged 6

 

 

Married:   Thomas G. Beech    Hill   Portsmouth   1916 (1)

               Emily A.E Kill          Beech   Portsmouth 1916 (1)

This is the information about Albert Parham - I do not think I sent this to you as I was looking for W.

 

Parham    Albert

Royal Inniskining Fusiliers        (I think we have one to two who joined this reg.

7th. Battalion

Birthplace:   Portsmouth

Enlisted:     Portsmouth

Residence:  Southsea

Rank:    Private

Number: 41744

Date died:  21 March 1918

How died: Killed in action

Theatre of war; France and Flanders.

 

Have just had a look at CWGC  and Albert Parham is there.  I think I will have another check there;  

It is certainly our area.

Cynthia

28/11/06

This is all I can find about T.A.C. BRABAZON - No Portsmouth connection?

 

1901 Census   Plymouth

William B. Brabazon   46?    Lieut-Col. of ??? Ordnance Dept.      Manchester

Mabel            "           25                                                           Bath

TERENCE A.C.   aged 5                                                    Rochester, Kent.

 

Birth: Terence Anthony C.  Brabason        Medway 1896(1)

                                    - - - - - - - - - - -

 I am feeling frustrated.  The Albert Parham I found - born in Portsmouth is just nowhere to be found 

in 1901 - I looked everywhere.  I will try with the others you suggest later.  

                                            - - - - - - - -

 

THOMAS JAMES CURRIE

 

1901 Census      1, Nobb's Lane,   Old Portsmouth

Father:   William Currie     43     Coal Porter          Portsmouth

Mother:  Lucy        "         42                                    "

7 children from 22 - 4 years        All born in Portsmouth

THOMAS CURRIE   aged 14    Errand Boy.

 

Birth:   THOMAS JAMES CURRIE      Portsea    1887(1)

 

Portsmouth and the Great War

CURRIE,  THOMAS J.  Invincible

 

                                        - - - - - - - - - - 

 

GEORGE THOMAS EARL

 

1901 Census.   13, Penhale Rd.   School caretaker

George T. Earl living with George and Caroline Miles and given as nephew.

           aged 26      Navy Seaman    born Portsmouth

 

I could not find the parents  - deceased?

There was a William Earl  - could be brother who had a daughter Alice.

The parents had been given as William and Alice Earl of Portsmouth.

You also have the name of his wife.

 

BIRTH:  GEORGE THOMAS EARL    Portsea  1874(2)

 

I know that this is G.T. Earl and not T.Earl as given, but have found no T.Earl in Portsmouth in 1902.  This could be possible.

I am beginning to have doubts on this one.

 

W. FRANCIS      Wording on the memorial

 

Portsmouth and the Great War   -   Francis,   William S.   Sgt., 14th Hants.

 

CWGC

FRANCIS,  WILLIAM STEPHEN

Lance Serjeant Hampshire Reg.  14th. Battalion

 

An address in Gosport given for his widow.

 

As he was 25 years in 1916 he must have been born about 1891

 

Checked the birth:   William Stephen Francis  born Alverstoke 1891 (3)

Gosport is in the Alverstoke Deanery.

 

Checked 1901 census for Portsmouth.  Could not find a suitable W.F.

 

Checked for him in Gosport - and there he is.  Aged 9.

 

This seems to fit in with William Stephen Francis.    But why would he be on the Portsmouth memorial in Old Portsmouth?

 

Confused

I am going through some of the names where I would like to add to the information you already know.  I decided to have another look at the Gillinham family - I had not been able to find them before.    Now I know why.    I tried again without success and then I decided to try the name Rebecca Gillingham (it would not be such a common name as the boys) and, behold, up came Rebecca Stringham/Gillingham. This was it.  The surname had been badly written.  Even then I found my self intrigued.

 

1901 Census     Dorset Poole      Strand St. (yard)

Father: Albert J. Gillingham    36  General Hawker.      Devon

Mother: Rebecca     "            35                                South Wales

        WILLIAM         "           15   Pottery Labourer      Taunton

        ARTHUR         "           12                                 Bedford

        Frederick        "             7                                 Cheltenham

        Florence         "             3                                 Portsmouth.

 

In the 1891 cenus they were living in Bristol and Dad was still a hawker.

 

They must have moved from place to place like a gypsy family.

 

On the National Roll there is an entry for three brothers ( Fred survived) and must have been living there at that time.   The Address, 23,Lombard St. is given there.

 

When I found the information for William I rather wondered if I had found the correct man - born in Taunton, enlisted in Reading and residing in Maidenhead.   Now all is revealed.

Finally on Portsmouth memorials.

This was rather weird - I had struggled with these two - quite sure they were brothers.  Then behold 

I had another look at the parents' names.  Yes, the father of both was called William but the 

mothers had different names.   They were not the same family.

 

CHARLES KITCHINGHAM

 

Portsmouth and the Great War.    KITCHINGHAM C. 3rd Wel. Bat. N.Z.

 

This agrees with the CWGC information - but why New Zealand I do not know.

 

1901 Census.   Great Salterns, Portsmouth (There used to be a large farm in that area.)

Father:  William Kitchingham      65    Carter on farm.    Kent. Stroud

Mother: Frances     "                  60                             Portsmouth

        CHARLES     "                  19    Carter on farm      Portsmouth.

 

Birth:   KITCHINGHAM    CHARLES     Portsea   1880(2)

 

                                - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

THOMAS HENRY KITCHINGHAM

 

Portsmouth and the Great War.   KITCHINGHAM T. R.M.L.I.  VIKNOR

 

1901 Cenus:   Newcome Rd.  Kingston

Father: William Kitchingham    32    Private soldier of Hampshire Reg.   Portsmouth

Mother: Annie       "                27                                                        Portsmouth

            William    "                 6

            THOMAS   "               5

            Harry        "               3 months,

Cynthia

29/11/06

This one was very straightforward and I do hope that you will be able to use all the names of his Regiment and Battalion especially the Imperial Camel Corps.

 

Portsmouth and the Great War :    MALLEY James   17th. Lancers.

 

JAMES MALLEY

 Reg: Household Cavalry and Cavalry of the Line (incl. Yeomanry and Imperial Camel Corps)

Battalion:    17th. Lancers (Duke of Cambridge's Own)

Birthplace: Portsmouth

Enlisted:  Portsmouth

Residence: Portsmouth

Rank:  Private

Number 487

date died:  9 August 1918

How died:  Died of wounds

Theatre of war: France and Flanders

 

1901 Census:   13 Warblington St.   Old Portsmouth

 

Father: James Malley   51   Marine Store Dealer Licensed. Own account.   Gosport

Mother: Martha   "        39                                                                       Gosport

7 children including:

JAMES      Aged 15  Marine Store dealer Asst.       Portsmouth

 

I think that confirms this one.

I am not sure of this - just an educated guess.

 

You suggested that G.S. Matthews was on the Cenotaph.

 

CWGC:   Matthews G.S.

    Private - London Reg. (Royal Fusiliers) 3 Bn.

    Died: 19. 9. 1915.

    No. 14047    

 

I found the following:-

MATTHEWS,   GEORGE  SAMUEL

 Royal Fusiliers (City of London Reg.)  3rd. Battalion

Birthplace:   Gosport

Enlisted:      Dover

Residence:  Southsea

Rank:   Private

No.      14047

Died:   19 Sept. 1915

            Killed in Action

            France and Flanders

 

These seem to match

 

Checked the Birth Register.

        GEORGE SAMUEL MATTHEWS     Alverstoke  1896 (2)

 

Found a family living in Southsea with a son called George -but born Portsmouth.

 

Then found the following

1901 census

Ethel Road:    St. Mary's Parish

A large assorted family including:-

Isaac Matthews    Brother-in- law    Widower   43   Gunwharf labourer  London n.k.

3 children -  2 boys and 1 girl aged 8:5;3.

GEORGE    Nephew  aged 5    Born in Gosport.

The youngest girl had been born in Portsmouth.

 

I decided to see if I could find the father but without luck as I think the "n.k" means "not known".   

And there is a large numer named Isaac Matthews.

 

So I only think that we can all this a possible.

I have spent quite a time looking for W.W. Melville - for a while I thought I had got it but no, now I do 

not think it correct.

 

Better luck here and I think that F.L. Mitchell is confirmed

 

Portsmouth and the Great War.  

MITCHELL, F.L.    Sergt. Leinster R.

That fits in with your suggestion

 

1901 Census.    274, Fawcett Rd.

Father:   Henry Mitchell      42    Railway Carriers Clerk    Born Guildford

Mother:   Caroline M.         45                                                Portsmouth

7 children - all born in Portsmouth including:-

FREDERICK     aged 7

I am just going through as many as possible who only need a little extra to confirm definitely.

Some of the others I know are going to be very difficult - if not impossible.

 

Portsmouth and the Great War.

MOORE,  GEORGE.   "Invincible"

 

1905 Census     2, Red Lion Yard.   Old Portsmouth

 

Father:   Alfred A,. Moore   33 General Labourer      born: Portsmouth

Mother:  Kate          "                                                       "

5 children including:-

GEORGE   aged 9    born Portsmouth

 

                                    - - - - - - - - - - - -

 

I think that this confirms your information

 

ARTHUR WILLIAM  MOREY

 

Portsmouth and the Great War.     MOREY, A.W.  City of London Rifles

 

1901 Census    21 Bailey Road.    St. :Peter's Parish

 

Father:    Albert Thomas Morey    33 Engineer's Pattern Maker     Portsmouth

Mother.   Kathleen Eliza              31

              Hilda Kathleen               6

             ARTHUR WILLIAM         

 

                                   - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

GEORGE CHARLES RICHARDS

 

1901  33 Lombard St.

Father:  Henry W. Richards    45    Ship Booker Agent  Employer   born: London

Mother: Emma J.S.    "          42                                                      Gsport

9 children including:-

GEORGE C. RICHARDS      13 years                                           Portsmouth

 

Birth:   RICHARDS.  GEORGE CHARLES     Portsea    1888(1)

Cynthia

30/11/06

Portsmouth and the Great War entry seems to confirm this

ROY, WILLIAM H.     C.Y.S.   Chester

C.Y.S. must stand for Chief Yoeman of Signals.

 

The "Chester" was involved with the Battle of Jutland and there were 29 men killed including the lad 

John Cornwall, V.C.  The date is right.

 

His wife was given as Eleanor C. Roy of 53, Bramshott Rd., Southsea.

 

1901 Census.  22, Crown St.  Portsmouth

William H. Roy was a visitor to home of Henry J.L.Lewis who had a daughter, Eleanor C. aged 22 

years.

William was also 22 years.  

He was a leading signalman in the R.N. and came from Clerkenwell, London.

They married in 1903 (2).   (Eleanor Caroline Lewis )  in Portsmouth

 

1891 Census   Clerkenwell

Georgina H. Roy       Widow     46    born Clerkenwell

3 children:   including ;WILLIAM H.  aged 12    all born in Clerkenwell

 

1881   Clerkenwell

William Roy   52    Printer from Scotland

Georgina Roy   37   Clerkenwell

3 children  aged from 8 - 12      Named Grove and step children.  Must have been the children of Georgina by a first marriage.  was given as a widow in 1891 from a 2nd marriage - the 1st must have been called Grove.

2 children named Roy  aged 15 an 18.  Must have been the children of William by a 1st marriage.

2 children, Ernest J. Roy, aged 3,   and HENRY WILLIAM ROY aged 2.  Obviously the children of William Roy and Georgina by their 2nd. marriages. Notice the first names are written the other way round , not W.H. as on the memorial.

 

So the only part of the information you need is:

 

    Father:  William Roy

    Mother: Georgina Roy 

    From Clerkenwell, London.

 

I have found that W.H. Roy is on the memorial in Chester Cathedral to the men lost on the "Chester" at the battle of Jutland.

I have made a copy.
Portsmouth and the Great War.     SAWYER, C.E.    Trawler, 'James Seckar'

 

CWGC.

SAWYER    CHARLES EDWARD

Trimmer         R.N. Reserve        H.M. Trawler 'James Seckar.

Died: 25. 09. 1917         No. 6827TS

Portsmouth Naval Memorial

 

From St. Edmunds Parish Church, Southwold, Suffolk War Memorial.

H.M.T. James Seckar, Admiralty No. 3526 , a Castle Class Admiralty Trawler of 275 tons, launched 

20 July, 1917 at Smiths Docks, foundered 25th September, 1917 in the Atlantic,

last seen at 45.39degrees N.  12.00 W. JAMES SECKAR was lost with 16 ratings: 15 RNR and 1 

RNVR.    The trawler was cammanded by a 2nd. Hand. RNR.

 

1901 Census.   19 Lombard St.

Father.    William Sawyer     68    Merchant Seaman      Portsmouth

Mother.   Hannah      "         56                                        "

              CHARLES  "         20    Dockside Labourer         "

 

 

In 1891 census he was called Charley.

 

Birth:   Charles Edward  Sawyer    Portsea     1880 (3)

 

I found 2 other Charles Edward Sawyer in Portsmouth - in 1889  and 1881

One of them was living in Copnor - I have not found the other one.

 

This one was living in Old Portsmouth - and involved with the sea.It is probably the most likely.

WILLIAM EDWARD STONE

 

Portsmouth and the Great War.

STONE, WILLIAM     3rd. Hants.

 

This agrees with CWGC

 

As does the following:-

STONE    WILLIAM EDWARD

Hampshire Regiment      14th.(Service) Battalion

Birthplace:  Stamford Hill, Middlesex

Enlisted:   Leith, Scotland

Residence:  Portsmouth

Rank:     Private

Number:  29751

Died:   21. October 1917

How died:   Died of wounds

Theatre of war:   France and Flanders.

 

I have searched with no luck to find him anywhere.   If he was in Scotland in 1901 I have no way of 

checking on his family.

 

At least you will have his mother's name and later address.  She was not there in 1901.

 

                                        - - - - - - - - - 

 

A.T.H. WHYMARK

 

Portsmouth and the Great War:  WHYMARK,  A.T.H.  R.E.

 

CWGC.

Thomas Whymark

Rank: Sapper     Reg. Royal Engineers     416 th. Field Coy.

Age:  31 years:      No. 490381     Sied: 17/08/1917

Husband of Johan Beharris of 71, High St.  Dundee

Brandhoek New Military Cemetery, No.3

 

findmypast.com

Thomas Wymark

Corps of Royal Engineer

Birthplace:    Portsmouth   

Enlisted:    Dundee

Residence:   - - - - -

Rank:  SPR

No:  490381

Died: 17 Aug. 1917

How died: Died of wounds

Threatre of war:   France and Flanders.

Supplementary Notes: (416th. Field Coy. R.E.

 

These two match.

 

Birth:   ANTHONY THOMAS H. WHYMARK.      Portsea. 1885(4)

 

This explains all the initials.

 

I think this could well be the family - interesting

 

1871   Oyster St. (Globe)

Alfred Wymark 30  Beer retailer and lodging house keeper          Born: Suffolk

Mary       "       26                                                                             Cornwall

Mary        "        5 and sister Eliza 1     born Portsmouth

2 servants and nearly 50 lodgers

 

1881  5 Oyster St.     Name spelt Wimark

Alfred  Wimark   42

Mary 35

Dau. Mary was 16 and 4 other children       and about 40 lodgers

 

1891.   41 Oyster St,   (The parents were living at the Globe)

Mary (The eldest daughter)  25     Housekeeper

6 children from 5 to 17 years  including

THOMAS WHYMARK      aged 5 was the youngest

 

1901 The family was missing.   I think that the mother Mary had died in 1901.

 

At some time Thomas must have moved to Dundee.

Cynthia

1/12/06

In findmypast.com

BAYLEY, NORMAN DAVID

Reg.  Princess Charlotte of Wales's (Royal Berkshire Regiment)

Battalion:  3rd. Battalion

Decoration:   M.C.

Rank: 2/LT,

Died: 20 October, 1918

How died:   Died

Supplementary Notes   (ATT 2/BN)

 

This all agreed with CWGC  which had given you the names of the parents.

Noted the mother's change of name.    But the address was High Street, Portsmouth

 

In Kelly's Directory of 1912 a SELLS, Lieut. William Fortscue R.N. lived at 82 High St.

This matched your information.

 

I could not find his family anywhere and wondered if he was abroad in 1901 with the father's regiment. 

 

Noticed that Norman's grave was at Christ Church, Portsdown and that he was given as 'died' so could he have died in this neighbourhood. The date of his death was given so went to the death register and quite quickly found that he had died in Fareham.  This gave his age which was almost illegible, but was twenty something.   As a second lieut. he was likely to have been quite young and searched number of years but finally found it.

 

Death:   Bayley:  Norman    aged 20   Fareham   1918 (4)

Birth:     Bayley:  Norman David        I. of Wight.   1998(2)

 

Went back to the 1901 Census and found the following interesting item:-

 

Edith S. Bayley       dau.     7    born: Niton

Norman D.  "           son      2              "

+ a head nurse:  Parlour maid:  Cook:  Nursery nurse.

 

So these two little children where living alone with 4 sevants.

 

I should have liked to find why a young lad of 20 should win a M.C.

 

I think this is confirmation.   Mother was living quite near St. Thomas's Church at the time. I have tried to find when his father died - but it would take a long time - and he could well have died abroad.

Cynthia

2/12/06

I think I would make a good detective - just read to the end.

 

findmypast.com

MELVILLE, WILLIAM WOODFALL

Reg;  King's Royal Rifle Corps.  6th Battalion

Rank:   LT.      Date died: 9 May, 1915

How died:   Killed in action

Supplementary Notes:  ATT  2BN.

 

CWGC

MELVILLE, WILLIAM WOODFALL

Lieutenant

King's Royal Rifle Corps,  "C" Coy. 6th. Battalion   attd. 2nd. Bn.

Age:  38         Died  9.5.1915

Son of the late Robert Melville (County Court Judge of Herefored and Shropshire) and the late Mrs. 

Melville of Hartfield Grove, Sussex.  Husband of Violet S. Melville of Marypool, Galmpton, Brixham, 

Devon.

 

Although these two were obviously the same person I could see no connection with Portsmouth.   

But it was the only record for W.W. Melville and I marked it as unlikely.

 

Last night I decided that as it was on my list of people that needed investigation I had another go.

 

Knowing that his age was 38 I looked for his birth:

Birth:   William Woodfall Melville    E. Grinstead W. Susses.    1877(2)

I also looked for anyone else with the initials W.W. and found one only.

William Walter from Medway, born 1882.  Later I was to find that he died in 1899. So that excuded 

that one.

 

So he would have been a lad at the 1881 Census.

 

1881 Census:    The Grove, Hartfield

Robert Melville      40,        Barrister        Born: Sierra Leone, Africa

Agnes     "            34                                      Devonshire

Several children - mostly born in Kensington

WILLIAM W.          4    Born: Hatfield, Sussex

 

1891 Census.     Kensington

Elizabeth Melville     Head     19   single    (one of the older daughter from 1881)

6 brothers and sisters          also 7 maids to look after them

WILLIAM W.     brother.    aged 14

 

Later this morning something made me put in 'Agnes'  and behold I found:-

1891   Census. 8,Argyle Rd.

Robert Melville      50    Cunty Court Judge.     Sierra Leone, British Subject

Agnes     "           44                                     Devon

Robert  G. "         18    at Public School

2 servants.

I wonder why two nearby households.

 

1901 Census    Kensington

It said 'Head' away.   

WILLIAM MELVILLE.   23   Law officer to the Crown.

 

I wondered when he married and found it in 1910 (2)  St. Thomas.

I found that St. Thomas was in the Exeter area of Devon.

 

But this morning I decided to have another look for anyone with that name in Portsmouth, but had 

little hope of any connection.  I asked the computer for anyone called Melville and behold it gave me 

the following:-

 

1901 Census.   Southsea Terrace, Portsmouth

Howard Hay     52    Capt. R.N. retired        I.O.W.

Mary      "        52                                     Clifton, Glous.

Two daughters

AGNES MELVILLE   visitor    widow   54    Living on own means     Devon, Stoke

ELIZABETH V.  "      visitor                29        "         "       "    KENSINGTON.

 

William Woodfall Melville's mother and sister visiting Portsmouth

 

Father, Robert Melville, died in 1892.

 

Rather a tenuous connection - but it is there at last.

Perhaps his mother decided to come here to live after 1901 - we will never know .

Cynthia

3/12/06

I have looked for F.S Bradshaw as suggested.   There are two in CWGC

 

1.   Frank Seymour  Bradshaw.   Captain Somerset Lt. Infantry.   d. 19/12/1914

Nephew of Captain A. Bradshaw of Newell House, Grimeston Avenue, Folkstone.

 

To match this is: -   1901 census

Frank S. Bradshaw.    Boarder    Harrow    aged 17   Somerset, Weston super Mare.

 

                                                - - - - - - - - 

 

Frederick Samuel Bradshaw.     Corporal.   Northumberland Fusiliers, 11th. Bat.

d. 15/06/1918      aged 24        from Hull

 

To match this? - 1901 census:-

Frederick S. Bradshaw.    Father: Henry.    b. 1877.   Huntingdonshire.

 

                                               - - - - - - - 

Neither has any suggestion of Portsmouth about it.  Very doubtful.

                                             - - - - - - - - 

 

This afternoon I staggered around Milton Cemetery with 3 Christmas wreaths and suddenly thought 

that we might get some help there.  A very nice young woman.  She said that she could give me 

information about the family if somebody else had been buried there also.

 

So I came home and found three - one for Milton and two for Kingston.

 

This time I had a male voice, but equally helpful.   I asked for A.J.Bates because we had the grave reference. After checking a couple of places he announced that he had found it and the ashes of somebody else had been interred there.

 

       Maria Jane Bates       aged 73      on  the 8th of February, 1960

        The address was 24, Shakespeare Rd., Buckland.

 

He told me that the deceased was aged 43 years and he was buried 30. 11.1919.

I had already found his death:  Bates, Albert J.    43.   Portsmouth 1919(4)

 

I looked for his birth and found two that could be possible:-

        Albert John        Warwick     1876 (1)

        Albert James     Wokingham   1875(4)

 

It could be either of these - I was hoping to find Portsmouth for one of them.

                                    - - - - - - - - - 

He could not stay much longer on the phone as he was getting quite a queue and asked if I lived far away.   On saying that I was on a convenient bus route I said that I would go down there much later in the week about the other two:

Henry Clay who died at Alexandra Hospital   But we do have enough about him if necessary. Frank Merrett who died in the "Viknor"  -   why a grave in Portsmouth as there were no survivors and the few bodied washed ashore were buried in Ireland.  All but one, I believe, were not identified.

Now, the only Bradshaw families that I can find.

 

1901 Census

 

8, Aylward St.

Edwin H. Bradshaw   31: Emily  32:  Edith  11:  Mary A. 10:  Emily M.  9: 

Hanna C.  2:   Edwin H,  6:  George M. 3mths.

                                     - - - - - - - - - -  -

 

41, St. Thomas's St.

Henry Murray widr. 64:  Frances Bradshaw  Dau. Mar. 35:   Olive  G.Dau. 18.

                                   - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

44 Seymour St.   Mile End.

Henry Bradshaw  26;  Sarah  25:  Thomas  6:  Lilian  4:  William  1.

.

                                     - - - - -- - - - - - -

 

Beauford Rd.  St. Simon's Parish

Edwin Bradshaw  24:  Eva  27:  Mable?  19:  Gertrude  15:    Kathleen 11

a brother and 4 sisters

                                   - - - - - - - - - -- -

 

St. Michael's Parish.  1, Lansdownw St,

Thomas J. Bradshaw   28:  Frances   30:    Frances A.  4:   Thomas W.  2.

                                   - - - - - - - - -

Now you can see why these did not help me very much.

Cynthia

4/12/06

Yes I found Frederick Bradshaw on the Southsea Memorial and then had another look at the 1902 Cenus - nothing that fitted at all.  I have been through all the Portsmouth etc. Bradshaws. Nothing.I also spent some long time on H. W. Couch.   There are two possible.   I did think that I had found him at Greenwich School, and born in the I.O.W.   It only said H. Couch.   I found his birth, I think, and he was named Henry alone.

The othe one came from Lincolnshire and I wondered if he could be the one who joined the Suffolk Reg.   I could not find his birth to see if his name was Herbert William.. No luck.They both were Herbert William.   i do not know why I cannot find them.

There was a Couch family in Portsmouth - but no H.W. or even H.

Cynthia

6/12/06

I have already sent (quite early on) you most of the information that I had already found, including 

the entry in the National Roll and also the 1901 Census which had the family living at 70, Highbury 

St. in Old Portsmouth.  

But here is the family again - it will be easier to explain it :-

 

Father:     Edward Tait     widower   aged 49     Waterman Barge     All born Portsmouth

                Edward            aged 24  (He died on the Common- from pneumonia - and drink)

                Alice    Dau. in law   aged 25

                Arthur     Brother     33     Waterman Barge like Edward Sen. his brother

                Arthur    son     18    Butcher's Assist.     (known as the Rogue or Villain)

                JOHN    son      17   General Labourer

                Lily        dau.     11

                Alfred  V.   son       8

 

Dennis' father was Alfred Victor.  He is also named in the National Roll and from the CD of the family he had very active service and was mentioned in dispatches - but he survived.

 

The mother had died by 1901 - she was Mary Ann Tait (nee Harbin)

 

John left a widow called Rose Mary Tait.    They had three children but two of them died in infancy.   He did not know what happened to the surviving daughter.

So Dennis is definitely the nephew of John.

 

On your memorial site - Highland Road Cemetery there is a CWGC grave :-

                        TAIT J.J.

                Private 34572   13th. Bn. Bedfordshire Regiment

                Died: 15 October 1917.     Grave ref: H.6.10

 

Seemingly he had been helping to unload timber from a vessel and a load of the timber fell on him.  

I am not sure about this one - but it is possible.  

I have already sent you some information about A. Roles.

I had found Roles A.E. in the National Roll, and an Albert Edward in the Hampshire Regt.

He was also in Portsmouth and the Great War:  Roles Albert Edward   14th. Hants.

 

Now I was trying to find his family and no luck - then I found this.

 

Birth:  Albert Edward Roles         Portsea     1893 (1)    So I had a possible date.

 

1901 Census: 2 Paradise St.    (near Crasswell St.)

Father:    Samuel J. Rolls   45     Coal runner gas works      Dorset

Mother:   Mary J.        "      43                                               "

7 children - all born Portsmouth.  

including ALBERT ROLLS    aged 8.       That means born about 1893

 

Notice how the name is spelt  -   but it sounds the same as Roles.

 

I had found 2-3 families and one had an Albert - but the second names seemed to be W. - and the age was 10.

Cynthia

7/12/06

Just had another try with A.G. Bain - one to think about but only possible

 

I checked my book Portsmouth and the Great War and found something I had missed the first 

time:-     BAIN,  ALEXANDER    R.M.L.I.   Bayano.

 

This certainly fits in with the CWGC.

 

A.G. Bain

Died 11.03.1918

Private    R.M.L.I.        H.M.S. Bayano.    

 

I think correct so far.

 

I checked birth in the 1890s and found:

 

Alexander Gray     Fulham      1897(3)

 

1901 Census      Marylebone  

Ewart A Bain     44    Tailor's cutter        from Scotland

Frances            36                                Swanage

7 children:   one from Scotland  the remainder born Marylebone

 

1901    Portsmouth

Alexander S. Bain    but he was 33 and a Boarder.   A commercial Traveller from Scotland.

Not likely.

 

How it could connect with Portsmouth I have no idea.

 

For 3-4 days I have tried to get my military database and it is not working.  They keep telling me that "due to high demand we cannot connect you to our database at this time. Please try again."   

 

I don't think I told you that I went to look at the Cross yesterday - and was nearly blown away in the very high wind.  I had an appointment with my dentist which is in the High Street, and only just over the road from the Cathedral.   I did not go over the grass to it ( I am a bit unsteady these days with arthritis etc.)  but I could see quite clearly the names that had been replaced, but you are right about some of the other panels.  From where I was standing I could read absolutely nothing.   It is certainly very worn.

Then I trotted into the building to look at the Wyllie painting.   Of course I knew exactly where to find it from my days ( in my teens) when I attended the services there - I was even a Sunday School teacher there in the year before the War.   And behold - it had gone.  On the way out I suddenly saw it on the wall near the shop.   I had a little talk with the woman at the stall.   She was surprised when I told her about its change of position.   I realise that it had covered a much earlier painting on the wall.  But I know that you have all the information about Wyllie's sons so I do not have to do anything about them.   Actually he did not go to live a Tower House until 1906 (I think)    I had wondered why I could not find him in Portsmouth in the 1901 census.

Cynthia

8/12/06

I spent yesterday evening sorting through my file and making a list of results.  This included  

checking the Portsmouth in the Great War book.   I was glancing through the name Bradshaw and 

found the following:-

 

        Bradshaw,  F.     Corp.   Australian Eng.

 

Now at one time you suggested that the initials should be F.S.

 

I have been back to CWGC this morning and found the following:-

 

        Name:   BRADSHAW,  FREDERICK C.F.

        Nationality:   Australian

        Rank:   Corporal

        Regiment:  Australian Engineers

        Unit Text:  7th Field Coy.

        Date of Death:  16/10/1917

        Service No.  2651

        Casualty type:  Commonwealth War Dead.

        Grave Ref:  XXX D 13A

        Cemetery:  Etaples Military Cemetery.

 

Why should this name be in the Portsmouth book?    Interesting.  Any ideas?

I have spent some time this morning trying to find out anything relevant for T. Adams.  I have been through all the families of that name in the area, and have cut it down to 3 possibles - but not one is in the St. Thomas's area.   I went through the names (so many of them) in CWGC and picked out 4 that MIGHT be correct, but I cannot see us getting anywhere at all.

 

Have you or Tom Morton thought of contacting the News? This could be the sort of story that they would like to write about - it being local.  They could ask people who lost relatives in WW1 and probably had lived in Old Portsmouth at that time to come forward with information.  Just a thought.  The three people I have spoken to recently have all been very happy to give any information they have.   They might not know very much, but it could at least confirm the accuracy of the name.

 

I intend to go on looking for clues on several, but it is getting more difficult.  One day I feel we should meet and compare notes so far.   It is an interesting project and I do hope you can be successful.

Cynthia

9/12/06

You have a choice here:-

 

Number one.

Herbert William Couch

Engineer Lieut-Commander    R.N.   H.M.S. "Good Hope"      death: 1/11/1914

 

1891 Census:  Greenwich, Deptford

Henry J. Couch     26     Printer's Lab.       London

Alice                    21                               Deptford

HERBERT W        1 month                       Deptford

                            - - - - - - -

1891 Census:  Deptford

Herbert S.    35    Electrical Engineer           London ( note: Henry J. in 1891)

Alice            30                                          Deptford

HERBERT W. 10                                        Deptford.

                            - - - - - - - -

Birth:   Herbert William Couch       Greenwich 1891 (2)

 

Possible:   Father an Electrical Engineer and H. W. was Engineer Lieut- Commander.

The birthday matches.  And brought up near the river.

 

                                   -----------------------------------------

Number two.

COUCH.  HERBERT WILLIAM

Suffolk Regt.  7th Battalion

Birthplace:  Birmingham.   Enlisted:  Sudbury.    Residence:  - - - - -

Private        24054

Died: 11.7.1917      Died of wounds.     France and Flanders.

 

1901 Census.   Edgebaston, Warwickshire.

William H. Couch     34    Woollen Merchant's Cashier    Staff. Harborough

Ada E.                    32                                                            "

HERBERT W.           8                                                   Birmingham

1 dau. aged 5.

 

The birthplace matches.

                                           - - - - - - - - - -

There was also the son of a shepherd in Lincolnshire aged 14.

 

Kelly's Directory:  Couch, Lieut. John R.N.   at 85, St. Thomas's St. I cannot find him.

Cynthia

10/12/06

I have had another go at A.G. Bain.   Try this one.

 

Portsmouth and the Great War:     Bain, Alexander      R.M.L.I.  Bayano

 

Birth: Alexander Stewart Bain       Portsea      1896 (40

 

1901 Census.    Copenhagen St.   St. Agatha's Parish

John Bain    36   Engine Fitter Dockyard     Scotland

Mary           24                                          Ireland

STEWART    5                                          Portsmouth

Gracie          2

 

I have checked the births and have not found a Stewart Bain that would check with this name.Would a Scot call his son Stewart instead of Alexander?

 

In 1912 there was a John Bain living at 65, Clarence St., Landport  (Kelly' Directory)
Cynthia

12/12/06

Have been looking for T. Gilligan.   Have found some information about one of them - but have no 

idea why he should be on the Memorial.

 

There were two possibles   One born in Manchester and the other in Ireland.

So I tried the one from Manchester.   I do not have any Irish records.

 

I went through the births back to 1880 and found 7 from different parts of the country.

 

One was born in Salford in 1892 ( 3).     Salford I have discovered is part of Greater Manchester.

 

1901 Census.    Salford.

Sarah Jane Gilligan      Widow     Grocer shopkeeper

Quite a large family including:   THOMAS GILLIGAN   aged 8 .  Born in Salford.

 

1891 Cenus.   Salford

Thomas Gilligan     34     Joiner

Sarah Jane   "        30

Some of the older children.

 

These seem to be the same family, but of course Thomas had not been born at the time of the earlier census.  But how can these be associated with Portsmouth?

Cynthia

13/12/06

T. Adams

I went through 20 years of births to find out if any of that name had been born in Portsmouth:-

Thomas William    1897

Thomas Henry      1887    

Thomas Keith       1885

Thomas Malcolm   1885

Thomas Henry       1884

 

This helped me eliminate a couple of those I had picked out from CWGC as possible - they had 

given ages - and they did not match.   

 

Then I rechecked the 1901 census (and also the 1891 in a couple of cases).

 

There I found 3 families that could match - but not one of them was in St. Thomas' Parish.

Also, in each case only the name Thomas was given - but no second first name.

 

The only thing I can think of is that one day, with publicity, one of the families would come forward - 

saying that a relative had died in W.W.1.

                                                      - - - - - - - 

 

A.G. Bain is now just possible.  I have sent that information.

                                                 - - - - - - - -

 

H. Bain.   I am ignoring this one after what you told me - Perhaps the wrong name.

                                                - - - - - - --

 

S. Bradshaw.   I have been looking for births in Portsmouth/Portsea.  No luck.

                                                     -- - - - - - 

 

H.W.Couch.   Still two possibilities - but you have that information - I think.

                                                    - - - - - - - 

 

J. Forster.    Have tried to find somebody of that name born locally .   No luck.

I have not found a family in P.    There are so many names in CWGC etc. that it is impossible to 

pick one out of the list.

                                                       - - - - - - - -

 

T. Gilligan.    I cannot connect any of the possibilites with Portsmouth.

                                                 - - - - - - - - -

 

J. Marks.   Cannot connect with Portsmouth.

                                              - - - - - - - -- 

G. Matthews.    Perhaps

                                  - - - - - - - - -

W. Parham.    Must go back to this one.

                                     - - - - - - - -

J. F. Sutcliffe.   Cannot connect with Portsmouth 

                                              - - - - - -  -

V.A. Sykes.   Although it says that his residence was in Portsmouth and I have managed to find 

his birth - I have no other information.

                                              -- - - - - - - -

J.J.V. Waldron.   Although I have found his birth in Portsea I have not found the family.

                                    - - - - - - - 

This was quite a useful exercise - I now have a better idea of what is still needed.   There are some things that I am sure it will not be possible to find.  In fact there may be a few I have missed.

 

After the New Year I will go to records to check births.   Although I can often find the date and area of the birth - if I can find the church record for baptism (and most would have been baptised in those days) I should be able to get at least the father's name, and generally the mother.   That would help to check with the census where we have more than one family of that name.  Then, of course as suggested, there might be help in the Rates and Electoral Rolls.  

This one is rather odd.  

 

On the Military Records I found that V.A. Sykes stood for Vincent Archibald.  

I have searched in 1891 and 1901 without a trace.

 

In births I found VIVIAN Archibald Sykes - born in 1882 in Edmonton, Essex.  The record said that he was born in Hornsey.   I think that both places are in Greater London.

 

In June 1907 a Vivian Archibald Sykes was married in West Ham.

 

In 1909 a child called Alan Vivian A. Sykes was born in Portsmouth.

 

I still cannot find him under this name in the census.

 

The question  - is this just an odd coincidence or is this our man?

Cynthia

15/12/06

I have just had rather an odd experience.

I decided to check on the birth of J.J. Welch and went on to findmypast.com as I usually do, even just this morning - and something different showed on the home screen - a large notice saying that passenger details of people leaving this country were going to be available soon and it was possible to try it out.   So who did I enter but Jack Forster - and I got a match. I do not think it is the correct one as it seems to be too early (you could only enter a date from 1890 - 99)  and this is what came up;-

        Mr. Forster

        Date of departure:   19 October 1893

        Port of departure:    Liverpool

        Destination Port:     Nova Scotia, Canada

        Passenter destination:  Nova Scotia, Canada

        Age:                       Not stated

        Marital status:         Single

        Sex:                       Male

 

        Ship:                      Bovic

        Official No.              99430

        Master's name:       Capt. Jas. S. Abrey

        Steamship line:       Black Moore & Co.

        Where bound:         Nova Scotia, Canada.

 

Sadly it did not give first name, age or occupation.  If he was onlly 20 at the time it would make him too old (I think) by the outbreak of WW1.  Or would it?

Cynthia

22/12/06

I have started reading your notes and most of it seems to be correct.  Just a couple of points.

 

A.J. Bates.   I am not sure about him living in Hereford Road.   I have a note that he was still alive in 1921.   I must have found that in Kelly's Directory.   It is only a quick pencil scribble so needs to be checked.

                                       - - - - - -

 

W.B. Dicks.   Just a little extra information recently found.   Out of interest I discovered why he was living with his grandmother.   His father was also Benjamin and died in 1899, whilst his mother (Henrietta) must have died soon after his birth in 1897.

                                        - - - - -

 

J.G. Giles.    The Military Records confirm one of the CWGC records.

 

Giles.  John George

Hampshire Regiment.  2nd. Battalion

Birthplace: Portsmouth

Enlisted:   Portsmouth

Residence: Portsea, Hants.

Private

No. 34225

Died:   16. 8. 1917

Killed in action

France and Flanders.    

Just a few comments on those I have looked at - more to come tomorrow.

 

J.G.Giles.   The military site agrees with the CWGC.  and also mentions Portsmouth as his 

birthplace.

                                        - - - - - - - 

W.W. Melville.   We do not know whether his mother died early.   She was only 54 in 1901. His father died in 1892.   I have just looked for her death but could not find it.  There was also his unmarried sister who could have entered the information.

                                     - - - - - - -

I rather wonder if G.Moore and H.C. Moore were brothers.   There was a brother aged 5 names Henry.   They both are given as Lombard St. - but different numbers.  Could one have been sent by a wife and the other the mother.   Guessing at this stage.

                                          - - - - - - - -

A, J. Petracca.   Although this was the first I researched I am still confused.

These are my thoughts so far:-

 

CWGC                                                                Military Record

Petracca  A.J.                                                Petracca, Albert John

Sergeant                                                        Royal Army Service Corps

Army Service Corps.                                       Birthplace: St. Thomas, Hants

372nd. Horse Transport Coy.                           Enlisted: Portsmouth

Age:  36                                                        Residence: Portsmouth

Died:  1.3.1917                                              Rank:   SERGT.

No:  T/16178                                                 No.    T/16178

RYDE Borough Cemetery                               Died:  1 March, 1917

                                                                    How died:   Died

                                                                    Theatre of war:    HOME

 

Now his relative, Brian Petracca, said that he thought the name was Bertie, which I thought could 

stand for Albert - as above.

 

I checked Births and found the following:  John Herbert Petracca  1882.

 

No Albert John.    Bertie could be short for Herbert.

 

I noticed that he had probably died in this country - Ryde Borough Cemetery.

 

Then I found:   Died:  Petracca,  ALBERT   aged 34.  1918(1)  I.O.W.

 

1891 Census                                                          1901 Census

Antonio Petracca          35                                     Antonio  Petracca         46

Josephine                    33                                     Josephine                     43

Joseph                        10                                     Joseph                         20

BERTIE                       8                                       Marie                           16

Anthony                       5                                      Thomas                        18

Caroline                       3                                       Caroline                       10

Frank                          1                                       Lily                                5

 

No sign of "Bertie" in 1901 - he could have joined the army - and been abroad at that time. The fact that he was a Sergeant means he must have joined early to have worked through the ranks.     

 

A.J. was 36 years old when he died - the death says 34, but he died early in the year.  This could add another year to the age.   But what is a year!

 

Over to you.   Now you know why I am confused.       

Cynthia

27/12/06

I am not absolutely sure about this one.   There is a rather vague connection between Brabazon and a family of that name in Portsmouth In 1881 there was a retired major living in Southsea.   He had with him a number of sisters.

In 1891 and 1901 one of these ladies was living in Portsmouth.  Each time there was another sister (different each time) living with her.    They had been born in Ireland. 

 

I think I could have found his grandfather  - He was a doctor from Ireland???

Brabazon's father had been born in Manchester and this is where I found him.

 

The connections are -  The army

                                  Ireland

                                  Portsmouth.

Tenious but possible.   Could he have been related, even distantly, to the elderly sisters?

Cynthia

28/12/06

Hi Tom

I trust you had a happy new year.

Cynthia and I spent the morning at the Records office today and have come up with some new information. I decided to read through ALL of the St Thomas' Parish Magazines for 1919 and found another list of names that predates the one you already know about. This time the list had full Christian names instead of initials and will make our job a lot easier.

It transpires that the names were taken from a "Church War Roll" that was available to the public within the church and on which the names were entered. The vicar became quite concerned that some of the names appeared to have no connection with the Parish and so removed the roll and published the names in two parts - those that were verified as being Parishioners or were "connected with the Parish" (whatever that means) and those that were not identified. Some names in the latter group actually ended up on the memorial. I've attached a copy for your information.

I also noted that at the same time the WW1 Cross was being erected, the parents of one of the men named on it, Angus George Gillman, paid for the construction of a new reredos in his name and this was supervised by the same architect that designed the Cross, Sir Thomas Jackson. In creating the space for the Gillman Memorial some previously unknown walls and a window were uncovered. I cannot recall seeing any such memorial in the Cathedral today. Are you aware of one?

Best wishes

Tim
2/01/07

Frank Seymour Bradshaw

 

Born:  Frank Seymour Bradshaw     1884(1)   Axbridge

 

I cannot find him in the 1891 Census.   If he joined the Army and his uncle was also Army it is likely that so also was his father.  His father and uncle were likely to be brothers.So could the father and his family been serving abroad at that time?

 

1901 Census.  Harrow School.   Frank S. Bradshaw.   Boarder.   aged 17.

Born -; Weston Super Mare, Somerset.

 

He joined the Somerset Light Infantry.

 

Still no connection with Portsmouth.

 

Which way of spelling Merrett/Merritt on the list.?   I only wrote, very quickly, the list of first names on a list I had taken with me.

Marriage of Herbert William Couch.   December 18th. 1906

 

at the Parish Church of Portsmouth.

 

Herbert William Couch.    27.   Bachelor.   Engineer Lieut. R.N.  HMS "Albermarle"

                     father: James Couch, retired

 

Edith Cecile King   26    Spinster   125, High St. Portsmouth.  

                    father: Richard King (deceased)

 

The ceremony was taken by a Chaplain of the Royal Navy.

 

I found Edith Cecile living at home with he family at 125, High Street.   Her mother was a widow and managing a carriage business.

 

In 1881 when Edith was only a few months old her father, Richard, was given as a Coach proprietor. It is odd that I have not been able to find a record for his birth.   I had already checked the new date before.   I have tried again.   Nothing.   Was he another from a Service family living abroad?    But I think that you probably have enough here. 

Cynthia

3/01/07

I find that I had written at the end of my notes on Frank Merrett that I was very doubtful about it - especially the Kingston Cemetery grave. So now we go back to Merritt.

 

There are two possibles (CWGC)  and I cannot find anything suitable on the Military records. Of those two I think the F.W.Merritt is unlikely - Durham Light Infantry and family in Sussex. I believe we have come across the Royal Fusiliers before - so perhaps.

 

Have found two born in Portsmouth:-

Frederick Lewis    1890 (2)  Portsea

Frederick Henry R.  1898 (2) Portsea.   Unlikely.

 

1891 Census:   434 Commercial Rd.   Mile End War.

Frederick L. Merritt        26      Painter and decorator     Portsmouth

Elizabeth E.    "            26                                                "

Three children including:-

Frederick L.    "             11 months                                    "

 

                                        - - - - - - - 

 

1901 Census      434, Commercial Rd.

The same family with a couple more children:

Frederick  Merritt      aged 11.

 

                                    - - - - - - - 

This would have been well outside the Old Portsmouth area.

 

Had he married and moved into that area?

Found 2 marriages:-

Frederick J. Merritt married to Louisa Handley      Portsmouth     1913 (4)    Unlikely.

Frederick Merritt married to Lydia Budd.   Portsmouth 1916(2)  This would have been only a very  short time befor his death in the July 1916.  So probably not?

Using the information (of names) that you found on Tuesday and your notes I have started at the beginning and having a close look at the information I have found.

 

A.G. Bain  - now we know that he was Alexander George Bain.   This at once removes almost everything I had found.

 

It leaves me with one item only:-  

    Birth:  Alexander George Bain     1879   Alverstoke.

 

1881 Census.   Upper Mill Lane, Forton, Gosport

    Alexander Bain      34     Bandsman R.M.L.I.     Newcastle on Tyne

    Margaret     "         22                                      Gosport

    ALEXANDER G.     2                                          "

    Daisy                    6 months                               "

 

From CWGC we know that A.G.Bain was in the R.M.L.I.   

His number shows that he was probably in the Portsmouth Division.  PO/7542

 

Did he follow in his father's footsteps and join the Marines?

 

There is one problem - my A.G. would have been about 36 years.    

Your notes tell me that he was 18 years.   Where did you find this?

Cynthia

4/01/07

Kanavan

Yes I did find the site and I found it very interesting - but did not find Bayano.  I wrote the name in but the information was withheld because I had not signed in.   I was sure I would get it from you.    You do know that the Bayano was built as a banana boat.I am working on him now.

 

He was definitely in the navy on the 1901 census - as a blacksmith - but I must find it again as I do not know where he was based.   Probably Portsmouth as he seems to have married soon after that.   I think I will look for his wife's death.   She was probably either Alberta Barker of Fanny Sinclair. If I can find a Kanavan who died in 1913 I should be able to find out if it was either of those.

 

Did you find out from the present day Kanavan where he lived.  Would he be one of those living in Portsmouth now.   He would probably liked to kept informed with what is happening. He is obviously interested.

 

At any rate - you are now certain that you have the right man.  At one time we thought it rather far fetched, but only possibly be correct.    Well done.

Fanny J. Kanavan died at the beginning of 1914 (which means she could well have died at the end of 1913 - some of the late ones get left over to the next quarter.  This means she must have been Fanny Sinclair.    She died in W. Derby which is the name given to the Liverpool area on the census.  His mother Rebecca died also in E. Derby in 1902 (2).  Life must have been very hard for the children.

My hunch was correct:-

 

        Agnes Mellville died in 1920 aged 73, in Portsmouth

 

    So she was here when the names for the St. Thomas's Memorial were being collected.    So now I think he is connected with Portsmouth.

Cynthia

5/01/07

Dear Tim,

Thank you for this email. James Kanavan, my grandfather, was born in Liverpool, but his mother had been born in Portsmouth. He was a blacksmith in the RN. He married Fanny Sinclair in 1902 at St Thomas', Portsmouth. They had four children in Portsmouth, of whom one was my mother. James retired from the RN to become a customs officer in Liverpool.Their last and fifth child was born there in 1913. Fanny died in childbirth; James was called back to the RN in July 1914 as a pensioner and went down with his ship in March 1915 leaving five orphans. An aunt took the children  back to Portsmouth and brought them up there. The sister of Captain Kelly (who went on to become Admiral 

of the Fleet), and who herself was made a Dame, helped the family in a number of ways, especially helping my mother go to Portsmouth Grammar School and then college. James' and Fanny's son James Sinclair Kanavan became a CPO in the RN and went down with his ship HMS Bonaventure in March 1941. I was born a few months later and am Sinclair James Albert Kanavan Rogers in memory of the Kanavans and my father's brother who died in the first world war.

I have other information and would be delighted to hear of your progress. Please keep me in the loop about any rededication.

Best wishes,

Sinclair Rogers

5/01/07

Sinclair

Many, many thanks for getting back to me. You've certainly answered some of our more intractable problems. You mention that you have other material so I'm hoping you can fill out some further details, particularly the addresses in Portsmouth where James and Fanny, then the aunt (what was her name?) and the orphans lived. Please let me know if you have any other information that you think may help our research.

Tim

6/01/07

    I think I have sorted out the H.J. Trueman family to my satisfaction.   The father was with his large family - and there is Henry J. with his father and grandparents.  The wife, Fanny E. is staying with her brother and family.   Some people do make life complicated.  This was in 1891.  I still cannot find any of them in 1901 census - but I thinik this is probably enough.

This one was very difficult to read - almost illegible - but I think I could have found R.H. Turner.

 

Turner, Robert Henry.

The CWGC gives his age as 21 - not 23 as you had it.

 

He was given as being born in Scotland which probably explains why I could not find his birth.

 

1901 Census.    Pelham Road, Southsea.  (It runs south from Elm Grove.)

                        St. Jude's Parish.

Robert H. Turner     Head   Mar.  41    Musician     Own Account.    York, Scarborough

Eliza A.      "          wife       "     33                                               Holland, Dutch

Robt. H.      "          son              3                                                Scotland

Harold                    son              ?                                                     "

Peter C.      "          son             10 mths                                        Portsmouth

Harriett        "         sister           43            Own means                  Scarbro.  Yorks

 

This mainly seems to fit in with CWGC.  Not in Old Portsmouth -but not too far away.

Just a thought.    Could Robert Henry Turner (senior) have been the organist at

St. Thomas's Church?    (F.R.C.O.)    Well qualified for the job.  It would explain why the son is on the memorial.

Cynthia

6/01/07

Now tomorrow I am probably going to beat you to the church magazines.   It is my only free day until the very end of the week.  I thought I would ask them to get any magazines back to the start of the war.   You found such useful information last time.   As I said - I have put all the difficult names in a separate file - so much easier for me to carry them up the stairs.  I do not expect the lift is working yet.  I could let them know that you would probably need them the next day.   I shall be there - but I really should get on with my job.   I am working with photographs.     Or are you free tomorrow morning instead?

I think that I have found Frank Seymour Bradshaw in the 1891 Census. This explains why the name of the uncle is given in the CWGC. The lad's father had already died.   As the daughter is given as born in India it probably explains why I had trouble looking for the uncle and maybe the father when they were younger.   Obviously an army family.

 

1891 Census      River.  Dover.  Kent.

Catherine D. Bradshaw.     widow    32  Living on own means.    Ireland

Frank S.          "                son        7                                      Weston Super Mare

Edith D.N.       "                dau.       9                                       India

Alice M. Nunn                   sister   24                                       Jersey

also a cook and nurse.

 

So I think this fits in with finding Frank at Harrow 10 years later  -  he also had been born in Weston Super Mare.

 

I should have liked to find the father, but this is unlikely.

Frank Seymour Bradshaw.

 

I suddenly thought that as I knew his mother's name before marriage (her sisiter named Nunn was living with her) I had the brilliant idea that I might be able to find her marriage.

 

Success:  The father's name was Frank Boyd Bradshaw and they were married in 1881(1) and where was the ceremony?  -  Portsea Island.   I wonder if they were married in St. Thomas's Church? I will check the marriage card index in the morning.

Cynthia 
7/01/07

One of the items found today was about Mrs. Slade-Baker - she had written a letter to the Vicar re packing of parcels to prisoners of war.   It explained that she was organising it at the Soldiers' and Sailors' Institute.   Her name came up quite frequently. So the family must have lived in the parish.   

 

I now know why I could not get anything about Slade-Baker as I see that the name had been written Arthur S. Baker.  
Parish Magazine  Aug.1915.

Lieutenant James Frederick Sutcliffe, R.M.L.I. Portsmouth Battalion, was killed in the Dardanelles on or about July 13 and 14. His death will be a great loss to St. Thomas' choir. We were proud of him when he obtained his commission from warrant rank since the outbreak of the war.  Our deepest sympathy goes out to his relations in Gosport.

 

Parish Magazine Sept. 1918

Died of wounds at Alexandria, Colour-Sergeant J.J. Welch, R.M.L.I. (and formerly a member of our choir.

 

Marriage:  Bradshaw, Frank Boyd at St. Jude's, 1881.  Feb. 26th.

Bachelor of full age: Capt. 13th. Regt. of Portsmouth, son of Robert Bradshaw, Capt. R.N. m. Catherine Douglas Nunn, spinster of full age of ST. Jude's, Southsea, d. of Loftus John Nunn, Capt. 1st. 99th Reg.    By bans.   Witnesses: Loftus John Nunn and Jessie Nunn.

 

I made a note of all the T. Adams born in Portsmouth and checked their church of baptism. Not one at St. Thomas'.    Two of them seem to match with families in Portsmouth - but I really do not think we will find this.   But perhaps you will have one of your miracles. It might be worth a try.

Cynthia

8/01/07

I have just gone to find the Kelly's for 1911 - but all I could find was one for Hampshire - not Portsmouth.   I put in Portsmouth - but it was not on the list that it gave me.   Probably I am being dim.  I remember the Dolphin Hotel well, it was also opposite St. Thomas and as far I as I know it it there to this day. Having found Innes there in the Census and you have the name there in 1911 I am sure there is not problem at all.   

 

But I think that Gilligan is a great problem.    I am very wary about the Irish Fusiliers.   I may be wrong but my thoughts have been going towards the one born in Manchester. I discovered that a Thomas Gilligan had been born in Salford (which I have found is part of Greater Manchester) in 1892.

And I found him on the 1901 census living at Salford, and aged 8.   But I certainly have been unable to find one in Portsmouth.   I have a note that I could only find one family of that name here - and there was no one there called Thomas.  You know I think I might go looking for him among the marriages.  We have had luck there with a couple so far.

Cynthia

9/01/07

This info came from the Forum

Thomas Edward Tilley married Fanny Farndell in Dec Qtr 1880 Portsea Island RD.

Unfortunately Thomas is not with the family on any of the subsequent Census returns

1881 Census Fanny Tilley ( aged 21 years and classed as a Seamans wife) is with her mother in law Eliza Tilley and family at 15, Warwick Street, Portsea

1891 Census Fanny Tilley (31)- classed as married and a Laundress is resident at 4, Elm Grove, Portsea with her three children Caroline Tilley (12), Thomas E Tilley (8) and Alfred E Tilley(3)

1901 Census Fanny Tilley (32?!) - is classed as married and living at 15, Cecil Grove, Portsmouth with her son Alfred E Tilley (15) and brother Albert Farndell (23).

That seems to be fairly conclusive. What do you think?

Tim
10/01/07

This is the information I had found.

 

Birth:   Alfred Ernest Tilley    1887(4)    Portsea

 

Birth:  Thomas Edward Tilley    1859(4)    Portsea Island.

 

Marriage:    Thomas Edward Tilley   1880(4)   Portsea.

 

1901 Census.    No 15 Cecil Grove

Fanny Tilley       Head     Mar.   32              Emsworth

Alfred E. Tilley   son                 15   Errand Boy (Confectioner)     Portsmouth

Albert Farndell   brother    Boarder    23    Stoker R.N.   Emsworth.

 

Cannot find any of the family in 1891.

Fanny given as Mar.  (not widow)  Therefore husband still alive.    Services?

 

The information you have seems to fit in very nicely with mine.   

 

I had already come to the conclusion that it was correct but this confirms it I think.

By the way I forgot to mention that I had a phone call from somebody a couple of days ago from somebody whose family had been very well known in Old Portsmouth.He gave me a great deal of information when I was researching my house down there many years ago now. In fact his father had taken over Dad's job when he died suddenly in 1952.I had contacted him just after Christmas to ask him if he knew any of the names.  He said he would think about it and believed that there was a Loader living at Hill Head. He rang me back recently with a phone number.    I discovered it was the widow of a Ron Loader who had been dead many years.    We had a long gossip, but she had to admit she had only been a wife and therefore did not know all the family history - but she would contact a cousin of her husband and l left my name and number just in case she had any luck. 

Cynthia

10/01/07

I have just rung the Central Library to look up the 1918 or 1919 Kelly's.  I asked them to see if they could find me A.J. Bates.   We know when he was buried at Milton.   We know that his widow's ashes were buried there - but we seem to know nothing else.   He must have been living in Portsmouth somewhere and they do not have the correct Kelly's at Records.I felt it was a cheek not to go there but they must be used to requests and just said it was no trouble and they would ring me back.   I have found a few bits and pieces - but nothing seems to fit.

   

I thought I had him - Albert Edward J. Bates - found him as a bugler at Eastney, and then living in Southsea, but this came to nothing when I discovered him still alive in 1921.I have looked for his birth (he must have been born about 1876 as Milton told me that he had been 43 at his death.) They also told me his wife's name I have searched for a marriage. No luck.   As a Company Sergeant Major he must have been an older man, and most likely had been in his Regiment since he was young.  I thought I had found him born in Portsea - but then I discovered that the child had died just four years later.

I will wait and see what happens with the Library - they will only need to look up the resident's list to see if he is there.   Frustrating isn't it.  But keep trying.

Cynthia

12/01/07

I have discovered why I could find nothing about the family of H. W. Couch - he was born in Malta.  I found him in 1901 at the District Engineer Students College in Devonport.   Hence becoming an Engineer Lieut Commander.I Have found two other Parham brothers lost during the war - George William Victor that you mentioned - and another named Charles.   So I am sure you are right that Winter Parham cannot be correct.   I have even found his marriage in Havant. I keep turning over the pages of my file for inspiration - but I am going round in circles.  I have found a couple of baptism cards at Records - but they do not help much.  

This is a list of the names that are in my 'problem' file.

 

T.Adams.I think that we will only find this if a relative comes forward

 

Alexander George Bain.  I have a suitable family in Gosport.  Father was R.M.L.I. bandsman - A.G. 

was in the R.M.L.I.   But could not find them after 1881.

 

A.J.Bates.  I know he was buried at Milton - and also his wife - but have found nothing else about 

him.

 

Jack Forster - Canadian.   Have looked for sister without success.

 

Thomas Gilligan.  2 possibles - both a mystery.

 

Harold Charles Sidney Loader.  Think I might have him in Fulham.  I know there was family in Old 

Portsmouth - but cannot connect them.

 

Frank Locke.   Have little useful information.

 

Joseph Marks.   Irish? given as Residence - Portsmouth.   Nothing else.

 

George Samuel Matthews.   Perhaps found born in Gosport.   Maybe in Portsmouth in 1901.

 

Frederick Merritt.   I think I have him if his name was Frederick Lewis.

 

H.C. Moore.   Was he brother of George Moore?   I need to find name of parents.   In an emergency 

I think I could get his birth certificate.

 

W. Parham.   A complete mystery.

 

George Poweill.  Need to know the names of parents - a possible.

 

Albert Edward Roles.  Could find parents from birth certificate.

 

Robert Shepherd.  Have not found birth - need to know parents' names.

 

James Frederick Sutcliffe.  Although there is the notice in the Parish Magazine we know absolutely 

nothing about his family.

 

V.A. Sykes.  was he Vincent Archibald (not found anywhere) or Vivian Archibald?

 

I think that I am reasonably happy about the remainder.  The trouble is connecting the above to Portsmouth.  Mainly it involves finding the names of the parents - but it would take more time that you will have on Friday to find many of these records.

Yes, I hesitated before leaving Brabazon out of the list.   I really do not know whether I am on the 

right track or not.

 

I am not sure how much information I have sent.  Some of it I cannot prove.

 

The first part I am certain about - or at least I think so.

 

Birth:  Terence Anthony C. Brabazon    1896 (1)  Medway

 

Died:  Terence A.C. Brabazon    Aged 20    1916 (3)  Wilton

( Wilton is just on the outskirts of Salisbury - is there an army hospital in the area?

thinking of the Army on Salisbury Plain)

 

1901 Census    Plymouth.

William B. Brabazon    46?   Lieut-Col. of Ordnance Dept.      b.Manchester

Mabel           "             25                                                       Bath

Terence A.C. "             5                                                      Rochester, Kent.

 

Now comes the guess work.

 1901 Census   Clarence Barracks, Portsmouth

John Henry Brabazon  aged 20   Bombardier    Born Gravesend, Kent.

 

Now this is interesting.   Were Terence and John Henry brothers? Both from Gravesend in Kent.  Must be of the same family - I think. I noticed that Father seemed much older than his wife.  Questions to be answered :- Is Mabel his second wife?  Was he a widower when he married her?  This would give her a stepson only 5 years 

younger than her.  And he was in the army - obviously an army family.

 

 Now also in Portsmouth in 1901 were two Brabazon ladies living in Southsea.

Maria Georgina Strode aged 75 (widow) and Emily Margaret Brabazon    single    aged 50 and they were sisters - both from Ireland.

Living on their own means with a servant.

 

In 1891 we come across Brabazon sisters again.   The same Maria G. Strode with another sister - 

Helen J. Brabazon.  Living in Southsea

 

In 1881    Granada Road

James D.P Brabazon     widr. 62   Major (retired)      Born: France - British subject.

Beatrice        "               dau. 21                              London, Middlesex

Adelaide         "          sister    57     Gentlewoman     Ireland

Maria G. Strode          sister   55  Widow     "               "

Emily M. Brabazon     sister   50                 "               "

 

Again an army family

 

1871  living in Patcham, Sussex  All the above family with another sister - Hannah J.

 

Just found a marriage:

William Beaufort Brabazon      1894(2)    Bath

Mabel Barter                          

 

That seems to match and would be correct for T.A.C.'s birth.   1896.  A good deal of this is guess work.   But there could be a connection with Portsmouth. Could James of Portsmouth be an uncle of William B,?

 

I do not think we will know for certain but it is a fair possibility.  Perhaps.

Cynthia

17/01/07

I have looked through the Kellys' several times - but with not real luck. I rather doubt that the Rates Books would help very much. It might give the name of the owner or tenant - but nothing else about the family.   But first we have to find an address.

 

I think that your suggestion that the project should go public is probably the next good idea.I ahould think the Cathedral should know about contacting the local News.   It is worth a try.

 

This evening when I found your message I also had another e-mail.   This was from 

findmypast.com.   This is where I go for births, deaths and marriages.   They send out a newsletter quite often - and I have a subscription with them.  They generally have had letters which are answered by experts.   

 

Question:  Are Military Death Certificates available through normal PRO records, as the civilian ones are?

Answer: WW1 and WW2 death certifictes (and indeed certificates for all other deaths shown on our website in the Overseas BMD collection can be purchased from the General Register Office.

First, undertake a search of the death indexes (choose Deaths from the Event Type dropdown list before seaching) in order to get the relevant information (e.g. volume and page) with which to order the certificate.   Then go to the GRO Overseas Records page and follow the links on the right.

 

This is something I have not come across before - so I have just tried it and used Alexander G. Bain 

to try it out - and I found the following:-

        BAIN   Alexander G. Pte. Bayano.   1915  R.N. 145.

 

I am know wondering how much information would be on the certificate?  Wondering if we are desparate whether this would help.   I doubt if there would be much more than we have found on CWGC etc.   

 

At least you were luckier with the weather today.   Yesterday was tragic - so many deaths.

Cynthia

19/01/07

I have just been looking up deaths on the overseas site.   there are just a few missing but I think they are men who died in this country.

 

I managed to match most of them but it does not give any information we do not already possess - except in one case only:-

 

    Vivian A. Sykes      not Vincent as given on the findmypast record.

 

Information found so far:

 

Birth:  Vivian Archibald Sykes    1882  Edmonton, Essex, Middlesex

 

Marriage:  Vivian Archibald Sykes   1907   West Ham, Essex.

 

Birth:  Alan Vivian A. Sykes     1909   Portsmouth.

 

This is now looking more likely.   But I have not found him in the 1911 Directory.

But he could have been a boarder somewhere in Portsmouth, and this would not show up in any of the usual records.    But perhaps he is somewhere on the Electoral Register.

As a last resort there is always the child's birth certificate.

I have just found the following:-

 

    As Alexander George Bain would have been about 36 years at his death I rather thought that he 

was likely to have been married.

 

    Marriage:  Alexander George Bain     1903 (3)     Portsmouth

 

    Birth:   Alexander George Bain      1908 (3)   Portsmouth

 

This seems possible - but there is the choice of 2 names as the wife:-

        Frances Emma True

        Priscilla Westbrook.

There are generally four names when you see the page in the register - and they are listed in 

alphabetical order - so this mixes them up

There could of course been more children.

Cynthia

20/01/07

After my last message I went on further:-

 

Which girl had he married?   I tossed up mentally and put in Priscilla Bain and I found the following: 

-

 Priscilla Henrietta Bain        Born 1906 in Portsmouth and died in 1989 in Newcastle.

Could possibly have been a daughter.

 

Then I found that Priscilla Bain had married in 1915 at the end of the year to William F. Reynolds.   A.G. Bain had died in March of that year.  Coincidence or fact. This marriage was also in Portsmouth.  

 

I must admit to you that I rang Southport yesterday morning to make enquiries about the list of deaths that I had found the evening before.   I was asking what kind of information these death certificates contained.  She said that the information varied considerably.  I asked if they included names of parents, wives and also I sometimes needed to confirm ages.   I gather they do so sometimes,  but certainly not always.   I decided to try one out just to find out, and I should get the result possibly by the end of the week.  (5 days was usual and if there were any problems they would ring me)   The one I asked for, being near the top of my list, was for A.G. Bain.    I was checking his age last night, and if we are correct he would have been about 36 when he died. 

  Likely to have married?    That is when I went back to him and decided to search for a wife.   This I found quite quickly.   

 

Everything seems to be slotting in quite well - if we have the correct Bain.  I am feeling hopeful.  At least I think so.

Back to V.A.Sykes.   Having found a Vivian A. Sykes on the overseas deaths I decided to have 

another look for his family and found the following:-

 

    1891   48, West Ham Lane, West Ham

 

Sarah J. Sykes     Head    Widow    51    Wardrobe Dealer       London

Arthur       "          son                    18                                    Bow London

Alexander "            "                      16  Booking Boy on Railway   "

Sidney     "            "                       14         "                 "           "

Beatric    "          Dau                     13                                        "

Vivian Sykes        son                     8                                     Stoke Newington London

Stella     "            Dau                     5.                                    Maidenhead, Berkshire.

 

As the mother was a widow I searched for the 1881 Census .   The father was given as

Alan Sykes a Railway Signalman.

 

Note that two of the sons worked for the railway. Note that the father's name was Alan and that the birth that was found in Portsmouth was Alan Vivian A Sykes.   Named after his grandfather?

  

Vivian's age in 1891 fitted in with the birth that I had found:   1882(4)

 

He would have been 18 in 1901 - I must see if I can find that one.

Cynthia

22/01/07

I think this will connect J. F. Sutcliffe with Portsmouth.  We already have the notice in the St. 

Thomas' Parish Magazine. August 1915.

 

Birth:  James Frederick Sutcliffe     1877 (1)  Medway Kent.

 

1881 Cenus      Chatham, Kent

James Sutcliffe    43      Private R.Marines     Manchester

Alice Caroline "    26                                    Lambeth

James Frederick    4                                    Chatham, Kent

Alice Jane             5                                     Lambeth

 

Death:  Alice Caroline Sutcliffe.     B.abt. 1854   Died 1890    Holborn, London

 

1891 Cenus    Finsbury, London

Alice J. Sutcliffe      16                                  Lambeth

James F.    "           14    Office boy               Chatham

3 more children.

 

Mother had died - and father could have been away with his Regt.

Older daughter in charge of all the family.

 

J.F. is likely to have joined the Marines to follow his father's example.

 

I worked out that he would have been about 38 when he died - so was he married.

 

Marriage:   James F. Sutcliffe  1912(4)    PORTSMOUTH.

                 Gladys R.M. Mills.

About that date they started giving the new partner's name on the listed register.

 

Then I found a birth:

James D. Sutcliffe.     Alverstoke     1914(2)

And again about that date they had started to give the mother's name also.   And that was given as Mills.

 

"James" would have been after his father.   And this would explain the bit in the magazine report:- "Our deepest sympathy goes out to his relations in Gosport."

 

The Alverstoke Deanery includes Gosport.

All seems to fit in very nicely.   At least I hope so.

 

The worst is still to come.   I am wondering what to try next.

 

Now the report in the magazine said he had been in St. Thomas's choir - so likely to have been married there.
Bob Hind (The News)

We would very much like to ask for the public's help, through your column, in identifying the remaining names. In the hope that you will agree to this I have listed the names below, together with what little information we have on some of them. Others are just names. In the first group of names we think we have identified the person, but can find little or no connection with Portsmouth. For the second group we have no definite information at all.

Alexander George Bain, Royal Marine Light Infantry, died 11/03/1915

Terence Anthony Chaworth Brabazon, Captain, Essex Regiment, died 03/08/1916

W. Francis, (possibly) Lance Serjeant, Hampshire Regiment, died 17/04/1916

Harold Charles Sidney Loader, Private, Worcestershire Regiment, died 05/05/1918

Joseph Marks, Private, Devonshire Regiment, died, 18/12/1914

George Powell, Private, Worcestershire Regiment, died 29/09/1918

Vivian Archibald Sykes, (probably) Gunner, Royal Garrison Artillery, died 20/05/1917

T. Adams

H. Bain

Thomas Gilligan

Frederick Merritt

W. Parham

Tim

24/01/07

IN HINDSIGHT THURS 1 FEB 2007

I have had a very important request from Tim Backhouse who runs the Memorials and Monuments in Portsmouth website.

He tells me that Tom Morton, Appeals Director at Portsmouth Cathedral had asked him with for some help as to the First World War Memorial outside the cathedral. He is currently raising funds to have the memorial restored and a problem has arisen over some of the names which have become illegible.

Tim was able to help as he has a parish magazine going back to 1919 with some of the names in it. The memorial was restored once before and two names were spelt wrongly.

Having found the names, Tim would like to make a Book of Remembrance for when the memorial is re-dedicated. This is where I, and you, come in. Tim has family histories of 71 of the 83 names of those who made the supreme sacrifice but would like info on the other twelve. He would very much like my readers help with identifying the remaining names.

In the first group, they have identified the person but can find no connection to Portsmouth which there must have been. In the second group of  names they have nothing to go on. I am sure you can help out here.

If you think you might be connected to any of the men named here please contact Tim on 02392-799341 or via myself. Thankyou. 

Alexander G.Bain Royal Marine Light Infantry, died   11/3/1916

Terence A.C. Brabazon, Captain, Essex Regt.,died   3/8/1916 

W. Francis (possibly) Lance Sgt., Hampshire Regt died 17/4/1916

Harold C.S.Loader, Private. Worcester Regt., died 5/5/1918

Joseph Marks, Private, Devonshire Regt., died 18/12/1914

George Powell, Private,Worcester Regt., died 19/9/1918

Vivian A. Sykes (probably gunner) Royal Garrison Artillery., died 20/5/1917

And

T.Adams

H.Bain

Thomas Gilligan

Frederick Merritt

W. Parham

The News 25/01/07

Electoral Roll

Well, I am rather disappointed.  I had these long lists of familiar names but so few of them were of 

any real original use.   Quite a few confirmed things that we already knew.  I have spent the whole 

of the day going through each of the names in detail - but not one really has helped with our difficult 

names.   A few seem to have had homes of their own so it is likely they were married, so I will 

check those.

 

Aspinall, John     94, Broad St.   Father of F.S./P.J./R.C.

Beech, Sarah      26  Highbury St.  Mother of T.G.   He was living there as a lodger. 

Clay, Henry        11, Barracks St.   Father of Henry

Cottrell, Henry     3, East St.   Father of Frank

Craven, Joseph    2, West St.

Giles, William      7, Oyster St.   Father of John George

Gooch, Robert     Floating Bridge House.  Relation of R.L.Gooch?

Malley, James     11, Warblington St.   Father of James

Pannell, Alfred John  14, Crown Street.

Petracca  Joseph and Antonio.   The Petracca family.

Picketts, Fred. Henry  2, Penny St.   Father of William Henry.

George Richards    27, Oyster St.

Baker, Arthur Slade   C.O.O.'s Quarters, Gunwharf.  Father of Robert C.

Sykes, Vivian Archibald   I Lombard St.

Tilley, Alfred        10 Highbury St.   

David Underdown   18, White Hart Road.

Waldron, Samuel    91, St. Thomas's Street.   Father of James John

Whetton, John        82, St. Thomas's Street.   Father of James Main

Wyllie, William L.    Tower House.    Father of Robert T.M. and William T. 

 

Except for confirming Arthur Slade Baker having a local interest and confirming that Sykes's name was really Vivian I do not think there is much for a hard day's work.   But that is local history for you.  At other times you are on a real 'high'.   That is what keeps us going.

Cynthia

25/01/07

Beech - I had not noticed the marriage.  I hope he moved in there before his marriage at the start of 

1916

 

Craven - Yes, I should imagine she moved after 1915.  The C.W.G.C. must have been written some 

years after the war. And it seems to me that some of the families where involved with giving the 

information - especially the few that have quite a fair amount of family detail.

 

Picketts - I had already (some time ago) written a note to myself which reads:

"Written Picketts in both census and book (Portsmouth and the Great War) so most likely to be 

correct."

 

Richards - This is one that I intent to check for a marriage.  

 

Slade Baker?  I do not know what it stands for, perhaps "Commanding Officer's Office" or 

something like that.   I guessed he was probably Top Dog as he seemed to head the list for that 

area.   

 

Tilley - another marked for a marriage check.

 

PANNELL   Alfred John.    As he had a new address and his aged was 21 in 1901 he was likely to 

have married - and I have found the following:-

 

Marriage:   Alfred John Pannell    1903 (1)    Portsmouth.

He had married either Ada Jane Berry or Maria Parish.

 

The checked for children. It is difficult to tell which child belongs to which family before about 1912 when the mother's maiden name is also given.   But I found a child born in 1904(1) which seemed to be likely.  Frequently the first lad is named after the father and I found:Birth:   Alfred John Pannell  born in Portsmouth 1904(1).

 

Then there were about 5 more children who must have been to a number of mothers from the dates.   Then I found:

Birth. John Alfred Pannell born in Portsmouth in 1909(2).  Now why would they reverse the names - had the first child died.   It was very usual at one time to give a new child the name of one who had died.   I checked the deaths and Alfred John Pannell had died aged 3 in 1907(4).

 

When I arrived at 1912 they were including the maiden name of the mother and I found:-

Birth: Richard J. Pannell and the mother's name was given as Parish.   So he must have married Maria Parish.

 

Two more children followed:-

        Albert E.    1914(40

        Beatrice M.  1916(4)

 

That will do for today - but I will check the other names as above.  

Cynthia

25/01/07

I said that I would follow up the four names that I had found addresses for.

I you have already had Pannell - here are the other three.

 

David Underdown.

Married:     David Underdown 1909(3)  Portsmouth

            to  Nellie Esther Webb.  (there were two names but this one was obviously correct when I 

came to check the births.   

 

Births:   Nellie Esther Underdown   1910 (1)  Portsmouth.  (This is the one which made me decide 

on the wife.   Obviously named after the mother)

            Albert E.   1911(1)     Portsmouth    ?? too early for the mother's names.

            Hilda A.    (Webb)   1914(2)    Portsmouth

            David      (Webb)     1916(2)   Portsmouth.

                                   - - - - - - 

Richards.

This address (27, Oyster St.) checks with an entry that I had already found in the 1912 Kelly's Directory.    

I found a possible marriage: - 

        Richards George   1911(1) but could not find the wife's name -  but already know that it was 

Ellen.   But I could not confirm this.  There were so many Richards that it was almost impossible to find any children.   I did try but there were hundreds of Richards (a popular Welsh name I have discovered) and quite a number from Portsmouth.

 

                                 - - - - - - - 

A.E. Tilley.    Could not find a marriage.

Cynthia

27/01/07

As I seem to have come to a full stop with our problems I shall spend the time, until you (hopefully) get answers from the approach to the News, sorting out my file and making it legible.  At the same time I hope to find a few little extras to add to those that are confirmed as correct.  This is the result of today's effort:-

 

T.J.Currie

We already had his marriage to Blanche L. Marchand - these are likely to be their children.From about 1912 the mother's maiden name is given so it is reasonably possible to intentifiy the children.   Before that time it is guess work.

        Thomas F.P.  (Marchand)    Portsmouth   1912 (2)

        William G.              "                  "            1914 (3)

        Lucy E.                  "                  "            1917 (1)born after father's death.

     I am sure there were more before these days.

 

J.G. Giles

Marriage    John G. Giles        (Ward)    Portsmouth     1913 (3)

                 Margaret M. Ward    (Giles)         "                 "

 

A.J. Huggett   We already had a marriage to Rose E. Smith

Children:    Alfred Huggett       (Smith)    1914 (2)      Portsmouth

                George    "                 "         1915 (3)            "

 

W.E.Kent

Marriage:    W illiam Edward Kent         1905 (2)    Portsmouth

                 Mary Alice Bennett

Child:    Frederick E. Kent    (Bennett)      1912 (2)    Portsmouth

Likely to have been more at an earlier date.

 

A.T. North.

Marriage:    Albert Thomas North      1905 (1)     Portsmouth

                 Elizabeth Foster.

 

This is all for today.    

Have just found the following:-

Birth:     PICKETS   William Henry       Portsea      1891 (1)

 

Marriage:    PICKETS    William Henry    (Creamer)   Portsmouth   1916 (1)

                 Creamer    Alice I. Y.    (PICKETS)    Portsmouth   1916 (1)

 

There was only about another entry spelt as above.   Most of the remainder were spelt Pickett - with just the occasional one spelt Picketts. 

 

So the spelling on the two regimental sites  (Pickets) must be the correct one.   So those writing the census returns etc must be going by what they think is the usual way.

 

Life gets complicated.

Cynthia

28/01/07

I have found that Henry James Trueman was at Greenwich School in 1901.  Still cannot find the rest of the family.

1901 Census:    Greenwich School

Henry J Trueman     aged 14.   Born; Portsmouth

 

Marriage:

Henry J. Trueman   (Plaskett)   1913 (4)    Portsmouth

Mary A.S. Plaskett   (Trueman)   1913 (4)       "

 

Child:     Henry J. Trueman   (Plaskett)  Portmouth   1915 (1)

 

The wife's name fits with the one given in CWGC.

Cynthia

29/01/07

It never rains but it pours.   I was already certain that we were correct with A.G. Bain. I cannot remember if I told you on Tuesday evening that I had received a marriage certificate for him.   Perhaps I was more excited about Petracca.  It had arrived on Tuesday when I was at Records.

 

The marriage took place in Portsmouth at the Register Office.  12 August 1903.

Alexander George Bain : Aged 24 years: Bachelor:  Private R.M.L.I  :  

H.M.S. "Hero" Portsmouth: Father, Alexander Bain (deceased) Muscian R.M.L.I.

 

Priscilla Westbrook? aged 21 years: Spinster:  13, Cumberland Street, Portsea:

Father, Henry Westbrook, Painter and Decorator.

 

I wonder if the granddaughter was related to the Alexander George Bain I discovered in 1908 who was born in Portsmouth.  I also found a daughter call Priscilla who had obviously not married dying in 1989.  There could have been more children but it is impossible to decide on the parentage if the mother's maiden name is not given.

 

Knowing he lived in Bath Square makes it now a positive.

 

There is still time to find more.   Some people might be checking among their family.  Let us hope so. 
Cynthia

1/02/07

Things can only get better.

 

I have found a family named Barron living in St. Thomas' Street - in fact there are two families of the same name living next door but one to each other l

 

This could be the one:-

1901 Census  68, St. Thomas's Street.

 

John Robert Barron    37   Boatman, Barge.     Portsea.

Clara              "         38                                 Warwick, Birmingham

5 Children.

 

It is odd but there is a child visitor aged 3, names Henry C.   with ditto under the family name of Barron.   Coincidence?Also notice where the wife was born.   This seems to fit.   The wife in the other family was born in Bermuda.

 

The reason for the move now makes sense.   By the time the children where orphaned the Barron family could have moved to Broad St.   That could be checked in the Electoral list - there was already a Loader running the cafe.   But I think this is quite enough.

 

This is another to change to the confirmed file.  Every little helps.

I think I have found the following:-

 H.C.S. Loader's father married a Mary Florence Colley in Portsmouth in1893. John Barron married a Clara Colley in Portsmouth in 1885 in Portmouth. In 1871 (aged Clara 8 and Mary 1)  were living in Portsmouth and also again in 1881.

 

So your information about the young Loaders coming to live with an aunt are likely to be correct.  

Cynthia

2/02/07

I have been looking at information about George Powell.   We know that he was born in Portsmouth 

so have been looking at births etc. 

 

I think I have come across two possibles.

 

George Powell - Born: Portsea - 1892(1).   I also found him at Records and it gave me the names of 

the parents. He was baptized at St. Marks and lived at 6, Havant St.

 

In 1891 there was a family matching this information - but before George was born.

Havant Rd.    Alfred Powell  22  Labourer Chemical Works       Portsea

                    Elizabeth       21                                              Southsea

                    Alfred and Elizabeth - born in Fratton and Landport.

 

1901 Census.    Cyprus St.    Buckland

                    Alfred Powell 31    Stationary Engine Driver

                    Elizabeth       30    

                    4 children:     GEORGE      9      Born Portsmouth

                                 - - - - - - - - -

 

Births:  Powell, George Ernest        Portsea      1887(2)

            Powell, George John          Portsea      1887(4)

 

1901 Census.   Gloucester St.    St. Luke's Parish

                    George Powell     44     Carpenter      Portsmouth

                    Mary      "            46

                    GEORGE "          14     Born Portsmouth. 

 

Decided to check the 1891 Census and have just found this:-

                George Powell     34     Carpenter

                Mary       "          36

                4 Children one was named as   JAMES G        aged 4.

Have just had a quick check of births and have found a James George born in 1887(1).

 

I think this probably cancels the above - although he was obviously called George in 1901.

 

We could probably contact the Overseas War Deaths and see if we can get the correct birth date - but the only time I did that they had the date and place of birth incorrect.  They also admitted that some of the information was incorrect.  Maybe the very last hope.

 

It does not seem as if you are going to get much help now from the newpaper notice.

Cynthia

05/02/07

Interesting.  Now everybody is confused.But at least the interest is spreading.

Quite a coincidence - I was just going to write to you.  I have been rather doubtful about Henry Charles Moore.   At one time I thought he was likely to have been the brother of George - but I had found another Henry of almost the same age also living in Portsmouth.

 

The only way of knowing which one to choose was to discover the names of the parents.  I had already found the likely birth:

        Henry Charles Moore       Portsea      1897(1)

 

Here is the result - arrived this morning:-

 

22 Feb. 1897.    1 Harbin's Yard, East Street, Portsmouth

Henry Charles Moore, the son of George and Ellen (Knighton).

Merchant seaman.

 

This agrees with the following:-

1901 Census.     Ha----Yard?   St. Thomas's Ward.

GEORGE MOORE       35       Mariner           Portsmouth

ELLEN        "               34                                   "

John           "                11                         All born Portsmouth

Alice           "                 9

Harriett        "                 6

HENRY       "                 4                              b. 1897?

William       "                 5 months

 

I also have information about Albert Edward Roles which does NOT confirm the information we have so far.   I must investigate this one.  

This is rather odd.   

 

Birth Certificate:

29th. November 1892.   42, Durham Street, Landport

Albert Edward Roles

Father: James Roles

Mother Annie Roles formerly Dobbs

Butcher (Journeyman)

 

So I went to look for the father and his family.

Found that it was one in Old Portsmouth that I had found before and discarded - because the only 

child of that age was named ARTHUR.

 

50, Highbury Street

James Roles         44        Slaughterman         Salisbury, Wilts

Annie     "             43                                      Havant, Hants

Jessie                   19        Domestic Servant    Salisbury

Florence                14             "            "               "

Alice                     10                                      Portsmouth

ARTHUR                 8                                           "

Blanche                  4                                           "

also a nephew from Salisbury and a mother-in-law from Havant

 

Everything fits - even the initial.   But we do know that the census is not always accurate - the name could have been copied wrongly. And they lived in the St. Thomas' Ward.

As his birthday was at the end of the year this age could be correct.

Cynthia

09/02/07

I am quite happy about Slade-Baker.   If you remember the wife was found in the church magazine - 

in packing parcels for prisoners of war - she was organising it at the Soldiers and Sailors Institute.  

And I found him in 1915 (the electoral roll) as living in the C.O.O.'s quarters at the Gunwharf.   And I believe you also found a plaque in the Garrison Church - something about his American grandmother.   And in the 1901 census Caroline, the mother, is given as being born in Philadelphia - but I missed the entry in the Portsmouth book.   I must go and look for that

 

I have also sent for the certificate for Frederick Merritt saying that I only wanted it if it would tell me his age when he died and I hoped to find out if he had the initial 'L' for Lewis in his name.  Still awaiting for George Powell and George Samuel Matthews. Hope Spring Eternal .

 

You will be able to update your information for the newspaper.   I pray that somebody comes forward with a T.Adams, or T. Gilligan, F. Locke, J. Marks and, of course, W.Parham.

 

Those are the ones that I am finding so difficult - impossible.

 

Cynthia

14/02/07

With the certificate I think that I have all the information needed on G.S.Matthews. I know that you 

have had most of this information but this gets it finalised.

 

Matthews, George Samuel

Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) 3rd, Battalion

Birthplace: Gosport

Enlisted: Dover

Residence: Southsea

Rank: Private      No. 14047

Died: 19 Sept. 1915.    Killed in action.   France & Flanders.

 

Birth:   George Samuel Mattlews     1896 (2)     Alverstoke.

Born: 28 March, 1896

Father: Isaac matthews

Mother: Winifred Matthews, formerly Burton

Occupation of father:   General Labourer

Address: 21, Zetland Road, Whitworth Road, Gosport

 

Marriage: Isaac Matthews    1886(2)    Alverstoke

              Winifred Burton        "               "

 

(When it is given as Alverstoke this means the Alverstoke Deanery which includes Gosport, Fareham and the surrounding district.)

 

Death:   Winifred Matthews   38 years.    Alverstoke.

 

1901 Census   Ethel Road, St. Mary's Parish.

This is a family of 12 people.   The head of the house was a married woman of 37 - likely that the husband was in the services.  Not given.   She was not given as widow.

Living with her was her mother, a single brother and a single sister,  a married sister with her husband and her two children and:

 

Isaac Matthews    Bro. in law    Widr.  43    Gunwharf labourer     London; not known

Albert     "            Nephew                   8                                   Hants. Portsmouth

GEORGE   "          Nephew                  5                                    Hants, Gosport

Winifred   "            niece                      3                                      "           "

 

I looked for Isaac and Winifred in the 1891 census - but no luck.  It was likely that there were older children.   Married 1886 - aged 38,   But George is the one that matters.

 

The fact that George was born in Gosport, and the age would be correct makes me feel that this is very likely a strong possibility.   But not proof.

Cynthia

15/02/07

Have checked W.S. Francis again. Just going through the details that I have.

 

There is a WILLIAM S. FRANCIS     Serg. 14th. Hants in the Portsmouth Great War book

 

On the CWGC and the findmypast list the following match :-

        Name: William Stephen Francis

        Hampshire Regt. 14th Battalion

        Died 17.4.1916

        Reg. No. 14219

 

CWGC gives the wife as Edith May Francis of Gosport and Age 25.

The other gives his birthplace as Alverstoke,  enlisted Portsmouth,  Residence Gosport.

 

Birth:  William Stephen Francis      1892 (3) Alverstoke.

This would make his age 25 years when he died.   This checks with age given.

 

I found the following marriage:-

Francis,  William S.   1913(3) Alverstoke    -   married Gillard

Gillard,  Edith M.            "          "                  married Francis    (Edith May?)

This would make him 22 years at his marriage.

 

I have checked again but cannot find any children in either Alverstoke or Portsmouth.

 

I do feel the the above is probably correct, the doubt could be the census.

 

1901 Census.  14 Westfield Rd., Gosport

William Francis     47    Gen. Lab. Dockyard       Liphook

Rhoda     "            36                                        Kent

6 children from 13 years to 9months   I born in P.mouth, the remainder in Gosport.

WILLIAM       Aged 9  born in Gosport.

 

The mystery could be resolved by sending for the birth certificate which would name the parents.  

Cynthia

15/02/07

This morning I received the death certificate of George Powell which negates all the information I have found so far.   I had said that I did not want it unless it gave either the date of birth, age at death or any indication of Portsmouth - I was told that there should be an age on the military deaths.

 

The Worcestershire Regiment

Rank: Private

No. 44295

Country of birth. England

Date of death: on or shortly after 29.9.1918

Place of death: France

Killed in Action or Died of Wounds received in Action

and most importantly - AGE 41.

 

I had found two - outside the district in 1901 - but possible

One had been 9 in 1901 and the other had been 14 in 1901.

Both must be incorrect as he must have been born in 1877 and therefore about 23/4 at that date.

 

Back to Births: Have found

George Powell     born Portsea   1877(4)

 

This time I went back to the 1881 Census:

1881 Census.     70 Coburg St.    St. Paul's War

Daniel Powell    32    Labourer in Gas Works       Portsmouth

Lucy       "        30                                                "

Charles     9:     James     5.                                  "

GEORGE  POWELL    aged 3    Portmouth

            - - - - - - - -

I found the family again in 1891 living in a nearby street   25, Clifton St.

           - - - - - - - -

 

1901 Census       84, Newcombe Rd.   Kingston  

Daniel Powell      55    Contractors Carrier

Lucy                   50

There must have been about 10 children between the 81, 91, and 01 census

GEORGE POWELL   23    Ale Cellarman.

4 of the boys worked with ale, beer, mineral waters in one way or another.

                         - - - - - - - - -

 Then I decided to see if I could find a marriage.  Birth,deaths and marriages did not seem to be working - so I rang their office.   The young woman tried the information I gave her (G's birth that I had found earlier - and was not now working - and she found the same problem so she thinks the problem is at their end - but it is weekend and the expert was not on duty until Monday).

 

The above information could be correct, but at the moment it does not bring us to the Parish of St. Thomas.

Cynthia

17/02/07

I received the death certificate of Frederick Merritt today - and I am still not sure that the one I found is correct.   It gave his age at death as 27 years - this would have made his birth about 1889.  I have found a birth:- Frederick Lewis Merritt born 1890(2) in Portsea.   That is almost correct depending on the time of the year etc.   

It gave no indication of a middle name - I had hoped it would give 'Lewis' or at least 'L' but there was nothing there.

I am still concerned that his address in both 1891 and 1901 was 434, Commercial Road, that would have been far north in Mile End.    

I did find a marriage in Portsmouth - but that was just a very few weeks before he died.  He could have been in France by then. So only possible.   I will be interested to hear if you get any calls from families after the latest entry in the evening paper.   Ever hopeful.

Cynthia

21/02/07

I have very mixed feeling about 'Winter'.   I had hoped that he moved to Portsmouth after his marriage.He married in 1912 at Havant and his wife is given as living in Bedhampton after his death.   I still  do not feel that it can be correct.

 

There is another W. Parham given in the CWGC but this one is William G. of the Gloucestershire Regt.   

 

Then I thought there was hope with the William that I found in Gosport (obviously from the Emsworth Parham's) but he was William John, born Alverstoke. 

 

I think we need any help we can get for that one.

Cynthia

23/02/07

I have just received the death certificates of F. Locke and J. Marks - and they do not help very much.    I have just rung the office but they cannot (or will not) give me much information.

 

Frank Locke

It gives the date of birth as 23.2.1890 Hammersmith, London.   There is only one thing wrong - I have checked the births for that date - and there is no Frank Locke.If you remember we had the same problem with A.G. Bain.I did suggest that he had married and moved to Portsmouth and he agreed that had probably happened with both of them.   It was only a hint - not a certainty.

 

then we came to Marks.   He agreed that a Joseph Marks had been in the Devon Regt. and he had been 29 when he died.    His country of birth was England.  But I had found him on the regimental list as born in Birr, Co.  Kings Co.   and that I had found was in S. Ireland.Where had I found that information?   I said that I had printed it off and had it in front of 

me.Eveything else including his regimental no. matched.   I have checked the births for Joseph Marks at likely dates and there are several of that name, 5 in Whitechapel, also Nottingham and Stoke.    Not a great deal of help.   

 

In both cases he went to the orignal registers to find them.   Again I got the impression that they had probably married and come to Portsmouth.  But you cannot get a direct answer from them even when they know why you require the information to be accurate.  

 

I seem to have come to a full stop.  It is sad - I had great hopes for both of those.
Cynthia

02/03/07

I think I might have got a little information about J. Forster.

 

I have found the following for you to think about.

 

1901 Census

North Seaton - Morpeth - Northumberland.

Fred Forster    38    Coal miner. Stone blaster      Durham

Sarah   "         34                                               Hants.   PORTSMOUTH

JOHN   "         16                                               North Seaton

Oswald "         11                                                    "

ADA     "           7                                                    "

 

 

Birth.    Ada Mary Forster      Sept. 1893      MORPETH    

 

On CWGC a sister, Ada Mary Lawes, was named living in Portsmouth  - notice that the wife Sarah is given as being born in Portsmouth.    Just coincidence?

 

1891 Census     

The father, Fred, is given as "Army (a word illegible) Corporal. Army Service Corps. (coal miner)      Could explain an army background

 

Went in search of Fred's marriage and found:

Marriage.  Fred Forster     1885(4)    Portsmouth.

and one (out of two) possible names was Sarah Hudson.(see 1901 Census)

 

Several times I have searched for Ada Mary's marriage without success BUT today I have found the following:-

Marriage:  Ada M. Forster     1918(4)      Portsmouth

               Ernest Lawes           "                 "

 

I think that this marriage must be correct.   If I send for the marriage certificate it should give the name of her father.   If it is Fred we are home and dry - if not at l least it gives a father to search for.  This is a possible conclusion - but still to be proved.

Cynthia

04/03/07

Have just received the marriage certificate for Ada Mary Lawes which tells me the following information:-

 

Marriage solemnized at the Parish Church in the Parish of Portsmouth

        (This must be St. Thomas' )

 

February 18th, 1918

 

Ernest Lawes    Aged 32    Bachelor    Regimental Quarter Master Sergeant

Clarence Barracks       Father: Frederick Lawes     Bricklayer.

 

Ada Mary Forster   Aged 24    Spinster     9, Barrack Street

Father Frederick Forster (Decd.)     Miner

 

This all fits in nicely with my last information about the Forster family.

So our Jack must really have been 'John' as written on the 1901 Census.

 

It is a pity that I cannot get his information about Canada  - he is likely to have emigrated after 1909 when records finished - at the moment at least.

Cynthia

10/03/07

[The following relate to Cynthais’s trawl through copies of the Evening News from 1914-1918 looking for obituaries]

Had another shorter session this afternoon at the Library - but I have only found 4 to date.

 

Nov. 30, 1914

MITCHELL. On Friday, November 20th. Frederick Lawrance, Sergeant of the Leinster Regiment in 

his 22nd. year.  Dearly loved and youngest son of Henry and Carrie Mitchell.Leinster House, High 

Street, Portsmouth.

 

Dec. 7th. 1914

ASPINALL. Killed in action, in affectionate remembrance of Reginald Clarence Aspinall, Corporal in 

the Hampshire Regiment.   Fouth son of Mr. and Mrs. Aspinall of 94, Broad Street.  Aged 26.

 

Dec. 7th. 1914

ASPINALL. In loving memory of my dearest brother, Reg, killed in action at the Front, November 

7th.  From his sorrowing sister, Gladys.

 

Dec. 7th. 1914

RICHARDS. In loving memory of my dear brother, killed in the explosion of H.M.S. Bulwark. To 

memory ever dear.  Win.

 

Dec. 8th. 1914

RICHARDS. In loving remembrance of George, who perished in H.M.S. Bulwark, November 26th. 

From his loving grandad and Aunt Ag.

 

Dec. 8th. 1914

MEAR. In loving memory of my dear son Arthur Louis, 1st. Dorsets, killed in action Obtober 13th. 

aged 22.   Sadly missed by his sorrowing mother.

 

Dec. 8th. 1914

MEAR. In loving memory of our dear brother Louis, who was killed in action, Ocober 19th. From 

May and Clifford.   For ever with the Lord.

 

This does not give you much new information, just helps to confirm.  Notice that A.L.L. Mear had been killed quite early, but was not in the paper until about 2 months later.   So we do not have to give up too soon.

 

Will go to 1915 on my next visit.  I will go when I can but life is getting hectic.  Katie from the Museum visited me yesterday and removed all my collection of antique needlwork tools - I was rather sad but I cannot keep everything. And I was pleased that she was so enthusiastic about them and said that it filled a gap in their collection.

Cynthia

20/03/07

Have just been through the first 6 months of 1915 - and only found 2 names:-

 

Jan. 29th. 1915.

KITCHINGHAM     In loveing memory of our dearly-loved son, Thomas, R.M.L.I.

aged 19 of HMS Viknor.   Sadly missed by his broken-hearted father, mother and sister.

Peace perfect peace.

 

Jan. 30th. 1915

KITCHINGHAM.  In affectionalte memory or our dear cousin, Thomas, who died while doing his duty for his country on the HMS Viknor.   From his loving cousins Albert, Ethel and Gladys.   In the midst of life we are in death.

 

June 8th. 1915.

MEADES.  In loving memory of Stanley Meades AB, who lost his life in the explosion of

HMS Princess Irene, May 27th.   From his loving mother and father, sisters and brothers.

 

Not much for 2 1/2 hours work.   I will have another go next week.

Cynthia

22/03/07

Just spent another 3 hours looking at the Evening News for the last six months of 1815.

And what have I found?    Just two extra names and entries for 3 who had died a year previously.   

 

August 10th. 1915.

WELCH.   In loving memory of our only and beloved son, Colour-Sergt. J.J. Welch who died from wounds received at the Dardenelles, July 28th. 1915.   Mother and Dad.  "Greater love hath no man than this, that he lay down his life for his friends."

 

August 10th. 1915.

WELCH. In loving memory of our only dear brother, Jim, who died from wounds received in action at the Dardanelles, July 28th. 1915.   Sophie, Nellie and Ethel.   Loved by all.

 

August 11th. 1915

WELCH. In ever-eloving memory of our dear friend, Colour- Serg. J.J. Welch (Jim), R.M.L.I. who died of wounds received in action at the Dardanelles, July 28, 1815.

"He died a hero" - Mr. E. Shervell and Ethel.

 

October 12th. 1915.    In Memoriam

MEAR.  In loving memory of our dear son, Louis, 1st. Dorsets, killed in action at La Bassée,Oct. 13th. 1914.   Sadly missed - Mother, sister and brother.   He died a hero.

 

October 19th. 1915.

BARRY.  Sept. 25th. in Gallipoli, Victor Barry, (Shooter) Sergeant 10th Batt. Hants Regt. Late 1st. Batt.  "He was always a soldier". From his loving wife, Maud.

 

Oct. 19th. 1915

BARRY.  Sept 25th. in Gallipoli, Victor Barry (Shooter) Sergeant 10th. Batt. Hants Regt. Late 1st Batt.   A soldier and a man.     Bert and Lizzie.

 

October 19th. 1915

BARRY.  Sept. 25th. in Gallipoli.   Victor Barry (Shooter) Sergeant 10th. Batt Hants Regt.

Late 1st Batt.   Died a hero.   Mother and father-in-law and family.

 

November 8th. 1915.   In Memoriam, Roll of Honour

ASPINALL.  In loving memory of Reggie, Corporal, 1st. Hants Regiment.   Killed in action Nov. 8th. 1914.   Fourth son of Mr. and Mrs. Aspinall.

 

November 8th. 1915

ASPINALL    In loving memory of Reginald, Corporal 1st. Hants Regiment.   Killed at the Front, Nov. 8th. 1914.  From another dad.

 

Nov. 26th. 1915.   HMS Bulwark   in Memoriam

RICHARDS In loving memory of George Charles Richards, who lost his life on HMS Bulwark disaster. 

    All though the stone can tell

    His name, his worth, his glory,

    He rests in our hearts, that loved him well

    He graced, Britannia's glory.

         - Mother, brother and sister

 

RICHARDS. In loving memory of my dear son-in-law, George, who lost his life on HMS Bulwark; also Harold Leonard Fletcher, son-in-law, who was killed in action Sept. 26th. 1914. From Mr. and Mrs. Edwards, late of Gosport.

 

RICHARDS.  In ever loving memory of my dear husband, George Charles Richards, also my dear uncle, Andrew, who lost their lives on HMS Bulwark, November 26th. 1914.   To memory ever dear.

Cynthia

28/03/07

I just decided to check my e-mail before going to bed and discovered one from Ancesty telling me that WW1 Army records are now available.   I decided to have a look and put in the name of A.J. Bates.   We did not have much information about him although buried at Milton.    We now have his complete army record.   

He was Albert James Bates and enlisted in Gosport.   I had wondered why I could not find his marriage as we had the name of his wife.  He married in Malta and a daughter was born there.   He served abroad for most of his service life - and he was a prisioner of war.

Cynthia

05/04/07

Not very much today:-

 

March 3rd. 1917.

PETRACCA.   On March 1st. at the Castle Auxillery Hospital, Ryde, Sergeant A.J. Petracca A.S.C., aged 34 years after a long illness contracted while on active service in France.    Deeply mourned by his sorrowing father, brother and sisters.   From Dad, Joe, Marie, Carrie, Lily: also his brother and sister-in-kaw, Jimmy and Lil.    Military funeral at Ryde on Monday 2 p.m.

 

PETRACCA.   On March 1st. at Castle Hospital, Ryde, my dearly loved brother, Bert, passed peacefully away, after nine months great suffering.     He gave his young life for his country.   From his loving sister Betty and brother-in-law Jim.

 

May 31st. 1917. In memoriam - Jutland

MOORE    In loving memory of our loving son, George Moore, stoker 1st. class, of H.M.S. Invincible.   From his loving mother, dad.   He lives in memory still.

(Killed in action: May 31st. 1916)

 

Also 31st. 1917

MOORE.   In loving memory of our darling brother, George Moore, killed in action May 13th. 1916. From his loving sister, brothers Paul, Jack also Kitty.   A hero.

 

Aug. 20th. 1917.

WALDRON. Died of wounds on the 10th. inst. Jim, aged 19 years.   Sadly missed by his chum Reg.

 

Aug. 20th. 1917

WYMARK.   In ever loving memory of our brother, Tom who died of wounds received in action, Aug. 17th. 1917.   From his sorrowing brother and sister John and Blanche.

 

WYMARK. In ever loving memory of our dear brother Tom, who died of wounds received in action Aug. 17th. 1917.   From his sorrowing sister and brother Nell and Bill.

 

Aug. 22nd. 1917.

WYMARK.     wording as above from:-

                        sorrowing brother Alf in India and Mary.

 

                        from his loving brother, Harry, serving in France and sister-in-law Rose.

 

Cynthia

 07/06/07
Very few to report on today.

 

9.10 17.    ROLES.   In ever loving memory of my dear son, Albert, killed in action Sept. 16th. 1917, aged 24 years and 10 months.   From his sorrowing mother, sisters and brothers-in-law.

        Peaceful be they rest, dear son,

        It is sweet to breathe thy name,

        In life we loved you dearly,

        In death we do the same.

 

ROLES.

In loving memory of our dear brother Albert killed in action Sept. 16th. 1917.   

From his loving sisters and brothers-in-law.   Safe in God's keeping.

                                                    - - - - - - - - 

 

12 Oct. 17.   REYNOLDS. In ever-loving memory of our dear son, Bill, died from wounds received in action, Sept. 23rd.  From mum and dad.  His duty nobly done.   One of the best.

        We cannot, Lord, Thy purpose see,

        But all is well that's done by Thee.

 

REYNOLDS.   In loving memory of our dear brother Billy, who died of wounds received in action, Sept. 23rd. 1917.   From his loving sisters and brothers. (Tom serving in France).

                                                      - - - - - - - - - 

 

27. 12.1917.   WHETTEM.    James Main, rifleman, Queen's Westminster Rifles, killed in action in Palestine on December 8, 1917.   Younger son of Mr. & Mrs. John Whettem, 82, St. Thomas's Street, Portsmouth.

Cynthia

08/06/07

Just a little more:-

 

April 5.1918.    TURNER. Died of wounds, on March 23rd., Lieut. R.H. Turner, Lincoln Regt.

 

Aug.14. 1918. MALLEY.   Private James Malley, Lancers, eldest son of Mr.& Mrs. Malley,            11, Warblington Street, Old Portsmouth, died of wounds in France on August 9th., aged 33.

            He died a hero for his King and Country.    Sadly missed by his loving mother and father, sisters             and brothers.   One of the best.   Loved by all who knew him.

 

 July 17. 1918. DICKS.  In ever loving memory of our dear nephew, William Dicks, killed in action 1st. 1918.             Aunt Alice and Uncle Jim, cousins Beat? and Fred.

 

   "         DICKS.  In loving memory of our dea nephew, William Dicks, killed in action July 1st. 1918.            Uncle Will, Aunt Grace and family.   He gave his young life all for his country's sake.

 

July 16. 1918  DICKS.  In memory of our dear nephew, William Dicks, killed in action July 1st.1918.   Aunt            Em, Uncle Harry and family.

 

   "        DICKS.   In loving memory of W. Dicks, Bedford Regt.   Killed in action Juy 1st. 1918.   He fell             fighting for King and Country.   Ever remembered by Aunt Polly and Uncle Alf.

 

July 11.1918.  In Memoriam.  

            KITCHINGHAM.  In loving memory of our dear brother Charles, killed in France 11th. July 1917.            From his loving brothers Will and Jim.

 

(Have just checked the 1901 Census and the family we had decided on had sons named William and James , so likely to be the Charles who went to New Zealand)

 

June 3. 1918.    LOADER.   In ever loving memory of our darling brother, Harold Charles Loader, killed in            France, May 6th. 1918, aged 19 years.   Greatly mourned by his sister Win and brother Will.

 

   "        LOADER On May 6th. Limp? our beloved nephew.   From aunt and uncle C. & J. Barron,

            3, Lombard Street: also from Cousin Glad and all.

Cynthia

16/06/07

Sept. 4.1918

            WOODS. On Aug. 26th. 1918, Killed in action in France, F.W.Woods, Lieut., Dorset Regt, 

formerly Hants Regiment, the dearly loved and devoted husband of E.A.Wood, Stoner, Milton Rd., 

Portsmouth. and ever affectionate son of Mr. & Mrs. Henry Woods, 78, Vincent Street, Southsea, 

only brother of Lieut W.H. & Mrs. Woods, of Long Eaton, Notts.   Deeply lamented by all.

                                                             - - - - - - 

 

Sept. 7. 1918

GOOCH. In loving memory of Robert Lewis, Corp. R.M.L.I., eldest beloved son of Ellen and Robert 

Gooch, Union Tavern, Point, who died of wounds in hospital in France on Aug. 25th. aged 2? years.

   Loved by all. One of the best.   From his mum, dad, brothers and sister and his sweetheart, May.

 

                                                               - - - - - -

 

Sept. 9. 1918

BEECH.  On Aug.31st. 1918, Private T.G.Beech, D.C.L.I., the devoted husband of Emily E.E. Beech of 32, Highbury 'Street, died of wounds in France.   From his heart broken wife and two darling babies.My life, my all.

 

BEECH,  On August 32st. 1918, Tom, the dearly beloved second son of Sarah and the late William Beech of 26, Highbury Street, died of wounds received in action.   From mother, brother and sister and Frank.

His cheerful smile and happy face we often do recall,

He had a kindly word for each, and was beloved by all.

 

BEECH, Pte. Thomas George, of wounds, August 31st. at 3rd Casualty Clearing Station, France.   Ever remembered by his devoted sister Ada and Bob.

God will link the golden chain

When in Heaven we meet again.

 

BEECH. In loving memory of my dear Uncle, Tom, killed in France, August 31st. 1918.   From Daisy. Ever in my thoughts.

 

BEECH. In loving memory of our dear brother-in-law, Tom, killed in France.   August 31st. 1918.  From Larrie and Sid.

 

BEECH. In loving memory of our dear brother-in-law, Tom, killed in France, August 31st. from Carrie and Ted.

 

BEECH. In loving memory of our dear brother-in-law, Tommy, who died of wounds in France, August 31sr., 1918. from Sis and Charlie.

 

BEECH.   To the dear memory of our beloved son-in-law, Tommy who died of wounds in France, August 31st. From Mr. and Mrs. Kill and Betty, Trinity Gardens, Fareham.

                                                                - - - - - - - -

 

11.11.1918.

NORTH.   Killed in action in France on Oct. 19th. 1918, our dear son and brother, Pte. Albert North (Bert), Wilts Ret.   Will be deeply mourned by his father, brothers, sisters and youngest brother.   All that he had he gave, All that was his to give.

 

NORTH.  In loving memory of our dear brother, Bert, killed in France.  One of the best.   For 19 years with Brickwoods.   Will be greatly missed by his brothers and brother-in-law and Bill (prisoner of war).

 

NORTH. on Oct. 19th. 1918 (in France)  Pte. Albert North (Bert) Wilts Regt. the dear husband of Lizzie North.  Will be greatly missed by his loving wife and three little ones.

There is a link death cannot sever,Sweet remembrances live for ever.

 

NORTH.  On October 19th. 1918.   Killed in France, Pte. Albert Thomas North (Bert), the dearly beloved son-in-law of Mr. and Mrs. G. Foster, 39, Brompton Rd., Mile End.  Though death divides, sweet memories cling.

 

also:   Brothers- in-law - Jack and Harold

          Brother and brother-in-law of Mabel and Will.

                                                             - - - - - - - - - 

POWELL. In loving memory of my dear husband Pte. George Powell, Worcester Regt., late Portsmout Battalion, killed in action in France, Sept. 29th.   From his loving wife.  Thy way, not mine, O Lord.

                                                                         - - - - - -

 

Nov. 30. 1918

TILLEY.  In ever loving memory of Sergt. Alfred Tilley, D.C.M.   who died of wounds on Armistice Day, in Rouen, after four years fighting.   Sadly missed by his loving mother, brother Tom (India), sister-in-law Vi, nieces Gladys and Doris.   His duty nobly done.

 

TILLEY.  In loving memory of Sergt. A.E. Tilley DC.M/ 97th. Battery R.F.A., died of wounds received in action on the 11th. of Nov. 1918.   From his loving father.  He died a hero.

Cynthia

18/06/07

Just 3 more.  I have now reached the end of the list.

 

9.1.1919

            MOORE:   In loving memory of my dear chum, Pte. Harry Moore, who died on active service in Mesopotamia on the Dec. 31st. 1918.   From Fred.  Sleep on, dear friend.

 

(Likely to be Henry Charles Moore.  27.12.1918)

 

12.2.1919

            NELDER.  On Feb. 11th. at University War Hospital, Southampton of pneumonia, Corporal Frank Nelder, the beloved husband of Gertrude Nelder and third son of the late George and Jane Nelder, aged 34, after 3 !/2 years service in France.

 

29.10.1919.

            BATES.  On the 27th. of October, suddenly, aat 23, Shakespeare Road, Albert James, the dearly-loved husband of M.J.Bates, late Company Sergeant-Major, 1st. Battalion the Rifle Brigade.   Funeral Milton Cemetery, Thursday, leaving the home 1.30.

 

Now I will sort through the remainder of the papers for people of whom we are not absolutely certain - although I feel that some of them are likely, but not confirmed.   I will then let you have them.

Cynthia

21/06/07

